
LCMS Missionary Support (Mission Central): $10,000 mission grant is paid in full! 

Mission Central is the largest mission network providing support for LCMS International and 
National Missions to send and to keep called or appointed missionaries in the mission field. 
Mission Central is located in Mapleton, Iowa. This rural campus provides a place to stay when 
missionaries are on home service and has facilities for worship and mission events. Volunteers 
and professionals on staff provide supportive assistance to missionaries as well as raising 
financial support from individuals, groups, congregations, and districts to meet the needs of those 
serving in the mission field. There is a strong focus on establishing a personal connection 
between financial donors and the missionaries by encouraging frequent communications from 
the missionaries about their mission project. 

The following missionaries have received funding through Mission Central this biennium at 
“Just The Right Time” during their timeliest need: 

• Barbara Rebentisch has received $3,000 since August 2020 as a missionary serving in 
Taiwan translating and interpreting between Mandarin and English.  She is helping 
seminary professors, ensuring accuracy of the translations of the Gospel message, and 
developing more theological resources in the Chinese dialect. She is a member of King of 
Kings Lutheran Church in Roseville.  

• Rev. Dr. Paul and Gena Nelson have received $1000 since February 2021.  The couple 
and two of their children have moved from California to Arizona to be closer to family 
while waiting for their deployment overseas to serve in Indonesia teaching and training 
evangelists. They are still in the States as Indonesia is adjusting visitor quarantine 
requirements in light of the newly discovered omicron COVID variant. 

• Rev. Dr. Christian and Lula Tiews have received $1000 since February 2021.  The Tiews 
family with daughter, Lillian, moved from Oklahoma to Germany in May 2021. A major 
task in Germany involves work among refugee immigrants from Iran, Afghanistan, and 
other Middle Eastern countries. Rev. Tiews will serve as a mission pastor and will be 
training evangelists under the supervision of the SELK (the LCMS partner church in 
Germany). Both he and his wife were born in Germany. 

• Hayden Rensner received $2,000 in August 2021 as she prepares to serve in the Czech 
Republic as a tutor in English at the Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia.  She will also 
provide mission outreach opportunities in English in the Czech Republic. As of the 
beginning of December, she still had not received her travel VISA. She is currently living 
in Sioux Falls, SD where her father is a pastor. 

• Rev. Dr. Thomas Park received $3,000 in November 2021.  He is currently living in 
California and is making preparations to serve as a theological educator at the seminary 
and missionary in Taiwan.  He came to the U.S. as a teenager from South Korea. In 2013-
2016 he had served at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Paul, MN working with the 
Hmong immigrants. 

Personal and group tours of Mission Central are available by contacting Gary Theis, Director: 
gary.theis@lcms.org  

Carol Hubert, VP of Gospel Outreach 


