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eNews ... a monthly email publication of news and information 

by and for the women of the LWML MN South District.

The Christmas Story Does Not Change

How many of you still have a Christmas decoration that you or a child of yours
made? I still have ornaments that I received from Sunday School children that I
taught decades ago. I think about the Christmas programs I was in and
directed.  It is surprising how children’s Christmas programs have changed over
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the years.  But the birth of Jesus never changes. 
  
This year with COVID-19 still here, the Christmas services will probably look
much different and will probably be watched by live-stream.  But the Christmas
story of Jesus’ birth does not change. 
  
We hope that a vaccine will soon be developed, and this virus will be gone. But
we must remember that life can be difficult, just as it was in the old days. They
did not have the medicines and technology as we have now.  Even though
things are not the way we hope for, things were not the way people hoped for
years ago, either.  There will always be problems because we live in a sinful
and broken world. 
  
But there is a way to live in hope. Isaiah tells us, “There shall come forth a
shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit”
(Isaiah 11:1). The good news of Jesus’ birth was announced when the angel of
the Lord said to the shepherds, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
  
Jesus came that first Christmas in human flesh for us all.  Every year we
continue to celebrate Jesus’ birth, as our Savior and the Light of the world. 
Though it looks dark and gloomy right now, we see in the Bethlehem manager
that Christ is the light of the world, and where Christ is, darkness cannot
remain. 
  
My wish for you this Christmas is that you go and share the story of Jesus’ birth
and bring His light to those that live in darkness. Jesus is the reason for the
season. The Christmas story has not changed! 
  
God’s Christmas Peace. 
  
Deb Vinkemeier, President 
2018-2022
 

Fall Fun Fest at St. Martin’s, Winona



St. Martin's Lutheran Church in Winona, Minnesota held a 'Fall Fun Fest' in
their newly-built school on Friday, October 30, 2020.  Trick or Treaters could
stop by eight tables hosted by various church groups to gather candy or items
with a Christian connection. 
  
The LWML 'Women in Mission' group sponsored a table. They handed out
candy, 125 flashlights with the printed message, "Shine God's Light" and 140
Halloween pencils with Christian messages. 
  
Pictured above sitting at the table (L-R) are Annamary Seltz and Ruth
Badciong. Marie Hurd, dressed as a chicken, welcomed the community as they
entered the school. 
  
It was a safe and fun way to spread the Gospel! He said to them, "Go into all
the world and preach the good news to all creation" (Mark 16:15). 
 

Worthington Zone Fall Get-Together at Holy Trinity, Lakefield



The Worthington Zone Fall Get-Together welcomed 40 LWML members and
five guests on October 24, 2020 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Lakefield, MN.
The Gifts from the Heart included numerous packages of diapers, paper goods,
and personal hygiene kits, and went to the Southwest Crisis Center in Southern
MN.  In addition, $278 was collected for Mites.  Pastor Dale Hedstrom gave the
opening devotion based on the hymn, “It Is Well With My Soul” and John
10:10.  We find peace and joy in a world full of sin and suffering through our
Lord and Savior. The devil may harm your body, but he cannot touch your spirit
with God in your hearts. We had music selections beautifully done by Mary,
Sarah, and Anna Hedstrom, “It is Well With My Soul” and “Father Most Holy”. 

Pictured in the top photo are our pastors, zone president, and the women of
Holy Trinity’s society with Gifts from the Heart.  Pictured on the lower left is
speaker, Stephanie Page; and on the lower right are Mary, Sarah, and Anna
Hedstrom.  

Stephanie Page, Co-Founder and Director of Stories Foundation (started in
2015), in the Twin Cities and all Minnesota spoke on Human Trafficking.



Stephanie and her husband met while serving as missionaries. Stephanie
pointed out that in Minnesota, $150 billion per year is spent selling humans.
Humans are sold for labor ($51 billion) and sex ($99 billion). She told us to be
very careful when buying products at low cost and believing it is a “good buy”
because many products are made by labor trafficking.  She encouraged us to
look at labels for the words “Fair Trade”. Traffickers are trained to go after boys
and girls coming to a new school, widows, divorcees, people who have lost
their jobs, people new to town, etc. Children are usually brought into trafficking
at age 14-15 and most are from middle class white families in Minnesota. She
had much to tell us that simply cannot be put into a short article.  

Stephanie is starting a non-profit coffee shop in Minnesota which will also have
apartments for those survivors who were rescued from trafficking.  The shop
will also sell handmade goods which are crafted by the survivors and provide
them with an income while at the same time, informing the public about
trafficking. There are currently 3-4 safe homes (with a total of 70 beds) in
Minnesota where survivors can stay 1-3 years. They are located in
Minneapolis, Duluth, St. Cloud, and Forest Lake. In southern MN, survivors are
placed in motels for a short time. 

These survivors are coming for God’s redemption! As people of God, our
actions show God’s values and the values we have and can assist others to
have. We hear the words of Psalm 142:5-7: “I cry to you, O Lord: You are my
refuge in the land of the living. Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need;
rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. Set me
free from my prison that I may praise your name.”   

The mission statement of the Stories Foundation states:  "We exist to empower
communities to end the cycle of human trafficking by starting and supporting
social enterprises that raise awareness, offer opportunities for economic
independence for survivors and fund the fight against human trafficking".  You
may learn more about the Stories Foundation by visiting its website
at: https://www.storiesfoundation.org/ 

May we all lean on our Lord and ask for rescuing, and may we allow our Lord to
be our refuge. In His name we pray.   

Submitted by Vicki Place, Worthington Zone President  

The New Freedom Store Thanks YOU!



The following is a note from Jim Seemann of The New Freedom Store: 
  
I must apologize. I have been slow to thank you all for your wonderful gifts. I am
still receiving them!  In the meantime, I wish to share this story. Last week, in
the middle of the freezing rain, someone referred a homeless couple to me.
Fortunately, Jehovah Lutheran was open, so I was able to help them. This is
where my story of thanks begins. 
  
This was a couple who lost their jobs in this pandemic. They were both clean
and sober, but they had nothing at all left. They had been sleeping on buses to
stay warm, but ran out of money. They had no winter clothes, no blankets, and
only one backpack. They had called all the shelters, only to find them full. 
 

A special thanks, LWML! Gifts from the Heart who gifted
the Freedom Store at the Great Minnesota Mission Get-Together!

  
So, I drew upon the wonderful gifts from the LWML, especially Gifts from the
Heart. I gave the couple blankets, sleeping pads, also mylar space blankets,
welcome kits, winter coats, socks, granola bars, and some bottles of water. I
gave them a second backpack and two pieces of rolling soft sided luggage.
Your gift of the green soft-sided luggage was a Godsend!  (Thank you, whoever
you are!)  Then, because they had nowhere to stay, I gave them some Target
gift cards so that they could buy some tarpaulins or maybe even a tent. 

I pulled some strings and got them job interviews and an appointment to meet
with Radias Health Services, a charity which counsels and provides a long-term
plan to solve the homeless problem. I gave them $5.00 for bus fare, too. I told
them to call me back and keep me posted on their progress. 
  
They did call me back. Radias Health had found them a hotel room. They will
stay there safe and warm until their problems are resolved. All those wonderful
gifts from the LWML had gone the extra mile, saved these two from the
miseries of hunger and hypothermia. Putting all together had, no doubt, turned
these two people’s lives around. 
  



This was just one homeless emergency. This same story is, no doubt, being
repeated all over the country right now. This is not just a thanks, but a
cautionary tale, too. The next homeless emergency could be at your own
church door. Please prepare. The New Freedom Store is not always open. The
New Freedom Store serves churches and congregations who serve the poor,
the homeless and those recently released from prison, providing welcome kits,
PPE, food, clothes, gift cards to anyone in need. 
  
No church should ever send the needy away empty-handed. Contact Jim
Seemann, seemann@csp.edu, for a free welcome kit, credit cards, and
manual, a handbook for the homeless on the streets. Poverty and
homelessness are a problem, but one which we have begun to solve. 
 

New Life Women ~ Hugo, MN

As some churches begin to meet again in person, so do some of our LWML
societies. New Life Women in Hugo, MN, began meeting in person when they
came together to study women of the bible and to gather newborn baby items
for a local charity. The woman all sat at opposite ends of tables or at their own
table wearing facemasks. 
  
Fellowship with treats and coffee did not occur, but the opportunity to get
together to study God’s word was worth not having the treats! Prior to COVID,
the society met to study Concordia Publishing Home’s Small Group Bible Study
Series, Great Women of the Bible. 
  
Although society meetings will look different, the opportunity to come together
as women to serve the Lord with gladness can occur. Please submit how your
society is serving with gladness during these different times to
enewseditor@mnslwml.org. 
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Mission Grant Spotlight 

“Support for Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students” is
a current mission grant that helps fund advanced-level theological education for
foreign students. After completing an advanced degree most of them will return
to their home country to teach in a seminary to educate and equip future
pastors.  Concordia Seminary’s Graduate School in St. Louis currently enrolls
42 international students who collectively are from 21 countries:  Liberia,
Kenya, Ethiopia, South Africa, Uruguay, Brazil, Venezuela, Norway, China,
Germany, Taiwan, Thailand, Rwanda, Russia, India, Nigeria, Canada, Chile,
Mexico, Switzerland and Japan. 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8

  
Carol Hubert 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
 

Do You Have The Ability To Be The Hands and Feet of Jesus?



Just prior to the deadline for December eNews articles to be submitted, our
eNews editor received an e-mail from Owatonna Zone President, Gloria Kenow,
who is also one of the leaders of the LWML at Good Shepherd in Owatonna. 
Gloria’s e-mail started, “Well, thanks to the Lord's tap on the shoulder our gals
did another little project this month!!!”  This “little” project all began when a
fellow member, Grace Steele, noticed her employer was throwing away some
string bags, hats, socks, reusable water bottles, etc.  Grace stepped in and
asked if she could have them and this project began to snowball.  Gloria writes,
“Then it (their “Blessing Bag” project to benefit the needy) took off with Amy
Vincelli applying for a Thrivent Grant and asking if anyone wanted to contribute,
even though about half of the group cannot attend any gatherings of any kind! 
Then Amy went shopping!!!!  A few ladies went to church early one morning
and laid everything out on the three 6‑foot tables!!! It was overwhelming and
incredible!!! 
  
With Amy’s permission, I am sharing a portion her exciting e-mail to fellow
members of Good Shepherd in which she summarized the project: 
 

 * * * * * * * * 
Dear friends and sisters-in-Christ, 
  
These "Blessing Bags" are going to bless so many in our community and
beyond! As mentioned before, because of the Thrivent Action Team money of
$250 and your personal donations, we had $470 to spend on these!! That's
$220 from your own pockets and hearts! THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK
YOU!! 
  
These bags were packed to the MAX with toiletries and snacks, goodies, etc.,
and $5 gift cards to McDonalds. Also included were some devotions and Bible



verses, notes, sayings. Ten "men’s" bags will be delivered to the Men's
Hospitality House tomorrow (Thanks for delivering, Kathy Reb!) and nine bags
to women at Rachel's Light and others (thanks, Erin Enter!) ….. and some
extras to be handed out to others in need.  
  
Special thanks to Grace Steele for grabbing the awesome string bags, hats,
socks, reusable water bottles, and then starting our discussion, and those
stepping up that ultimately got this project started, funded and completed! I love
it how one little thing builds into something so incredible. We all have a part.
Together we are stronger! 
  
As you can see from the photos, these bags are FULL of blessings. Like
OVERFLOWING full! I am going to bed with a happy heart. So blessed to serve
with you all! 
  
Please pray for the people receiving these bags. Here is a prayer we prayed
over the bags tonight: 
  
Lord Jesus, you taught your disciples that whenever they fed the hungry, gave
water to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger, clothed the naked, took care of the
sick, visited those who are in prison - that they were ultimately doing these acts
of ministry to You. You are fully present in the lives of those who are in need.
Heavenly father, we lift up to You the people who will be receiving these bags.
To us they may be strangers, but to You they are Your beloved children. May
this small expression of love grow into a new opportunity for them to find what
they are in most need of. Holy Spirit, fill their hearts, bless them and keep them
safe. Amen!  
  
Serve the Lord with Gladness! 
Amy

* * * * * * * * 
  
I hope the story of this project will inspire many of us to use our own resources
and creativity to brighten the lives of the lonely or less fortunate this Christmas
season. It’s not too late to put some things together, or even to apply for a
Thrivent grant, and ultimately to “feel all the good feels” of blessing others,
perhaps as Amy stated, “to go to bed with a happy heart”.  Let’s all be attentive
to God’s tap on our shoulder, for our hearts to open, our minds to get creative,
and let God lead the way.  Won’t you consider being His hands and feet to help
those less privileged? 
 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’” (Matthew 25:40)
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