
Rejoice in HOPE! 

 

Greetings to our Sisters and Brothers in Christ Our Savior, 

 

COVID put a kibosh on our 2020 convention, but we were able to carry out some of our business 

and had a Great Minnesota South Mission Get Together in October of 2020. We never know what 

challenges lie ahead of us, but with prayer and faith, we can always rejoice in Hope! This is what 

our 2022 convention will be about - Rejoicing and Hope! 

 

A Christian invitation is extended to you to attend the 29th Biennial Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML) Minnesota South District convention. We will be meeting together at the 

Willmar Conference Center, 240 23rd St. SE. Willmar, MN on June 16-18, 2022. Please invite and 

encourage your congregation members to attend this spiritually uplifting convention. 

 

Our theme is “Rejoice in HOPE!” Our convention verse is “Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.” (Romans 12:12) Our convention message will be, “In the midst 

of our struggles, we persevere in prayer and rejoice in HOPE.” 

 

We will begin gathering on Thursday June 16, 2022, in the afternoon with registration opening at 

4:00 p.m. and continuing to 8:00 p.m. Many of the exhibitors will have their booths open to give 

you a chance to visit with them. The bidding on the 40 baskets for the silent auction will be 

available along with servant events. There will be fellowship time in the breakfast area of the Best 

Western for you to visit with friends, along with some goodies to snack on. The Green Mill 

Restaurant and The Ruff’s Grill and Bar, which are connected to the Conference Center, are great 

places to get a bite to eat on Thursday night. The Board of Directors will be holding their pre-

convention meeting at 7:30 p.m.  At 9:00 p.m., I would like to meet with the delegates and First 

Timers to answer any questions or concerns. 

 

I am encouraging you to invite a Young Woman and a Heart to Heart woman to represent your 

zone. We need to mentor all ladies of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod to become involved 

and learn about the work of the LWML.  

 

We are celebrating the LWML 80th Anniversary this year. To celebrate, we will be decorating our 

convention hall with 80 banners from the past 80 years of conventions. If you have a banner stored, 

now is the time to dig it out and display it again. 

 

Our worship communion service will be held on Friday June 17, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. at Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, 3 miles from the convention center. Our proclaimer will be Rev. Dr. Lucas 

Woodford, President of the LCMS MN South District. 

 



We will be having a wonderful Bible Study both on Friday and Saturday morning. Rev. Craig 

McCourt of Peace Lutheran Church, Arlington, MN, will be leading us both mornings.  

 

This year we will be hearing from three wonderful mission leaders. Barbara Rebentisch, member 

of King of Kings, Roseville and a LCMS missionary in Taiwan; Rev. Chad Kirchoff, pastor of the 

ReDo Fitness Ministry and Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, Hastings, MN; and Dr. Kalia Lo, 

former Heart to Heart Leader and presently doing mission work in Thailand with her husband, 

Rev. Dr. Fungchatou (Fung). We will be hearing of wonderful mission work that is happening in 

our district and in different countries. 

 

Other special guest speakers are Rev. Dr. William Utech, District Missions, as keynote speaker; 

Karla Koehler, LWML Treasurer and LWML National Representative; and Carol von Soosten, 

LWML National Gifts of Love representative; along with a humorous interrupter. Each of these 

speakers will give us information and spiritual inspiration on how we can serve the Lord with our 

gifts. 

 

Mission Grants and the Mission Goal will be voted on electronically a week before the convention. 

The bylaw amendments and the officers, pastoral counselors and nominating committee candidates 

will be voted on at the convention on Friday afternoon.  

 

We will be collecting four offerings during the convention. The Mission Goal will be collected at 

the worship service. The other three will be collected before and after the convention sessions.  

 

There will be Gifts from the Heart, which is not known at this time of writing. Please continue to 

check our website www.mnslwml.org to keep you updated on information on our convention.  

 

Continue to keep the Convention Planning Committee, the LWML MN South Board of Directors, 

speakers, and the Willmar Convention staff in prayer. Pray for patience as we plan ahead and 

“Rejoice in HOPE” to come together at our 2022 LWML MN South District Convention. 

 

Serving together in Christ, 

Deb Vinkemeier, LWML Minnesota South District President 2018-2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mnslwml.org/

