11/18/2020

October 2020 eNews

View this email in your browser

Share on Facebook

Forward to a friend

Edition 48 | Read this eNews on our website | October 2020
eNews ... a monthly email publication of news and information
by and for the women of the LWML MN South District.

Autumn and the Ant

Autumn, what a beautiful season. Ask anyone what their favorite season is, and
most will say autumn or fall. We begin to notice the days growing shorter along
with mornings and evenings being cooler. Leaves begin to change color and
then begin falling. Winter is approaching and the little small creature of an ant
is nowhere to be seen.
Have you ever taken time and watched ants during the summer? They are
continually running around every which way. You often wonder what they are
doing. Proverbs 6:6-11 gives us the example of the industrious ant which
“stores its provisions in summer.”
The writer of Proverbs tells us that the worker ant is a symbol of being
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motivated within itself. It does not need to be ordered or motivated by another.
It goes to work and gathers the grain to its nest for the winter, not showing
laziness.
God wants us to enjoy His magnificent creation and the boundless provisions
He gives us during this autumn season, but also wants us to make the most of
our opportunities to serve Him and not to grow lazy.
This autumn let us be like ants continuing to be wise, devoted, and motivated
as we joyfully share and harvest precious souls for Jesus.
Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer
and gathers her food in harvest. How long will you lie there, O sluggard?
When will you arise from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you
like a robber, and want like an armed man.
Proverbs 6:6-11 (ESV)
President Deb
2018-2022

Bethany Ladies Aid of St. John Lutheran, Claremont

On September 10th, the Bethany Ladies Aid of St. John Lutheran Church,
Claremont, MN, served ‘Winkle’, which is a monthly meeting for the Faribault
Circuit pastors. Masks, social distancing, and all other precautions were taken
by everyone attending.
The ladies served a variety of sweet breads and coffee for breakfast. After the
pastors had their worship service, business meeting, and devotion, the ladies
served a lunch of pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad, baked beans, fruit
salad, cookies, and bars.
Pictured in the photo above, from left to right, are: Eileen Ehrich, Nyla
Rysavy, Donna Neubauer, Darlene Schmidt, and Lila Brown. Also present was
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Joyce Hansel, who took the photo. Not able to attend were Sharon Johnson
and Donna Dittmer.
9 Pastors from 6 of the congregations attended:
Pastor Alan Broadwell, St. John Lutheran of Claremont,
Pastor Brent Klein, Trinity Lutheran of Northfield,
Pastor Greg Schlicker, Good Shepherd Lutheran of Owatonna,
Pastor Tyler Werner, Trinity Lutheran of Faribault,
Pastor Paul Rieger, Trinity Lutheran of Faribault,
Pastor Rex Longshore, Peace Lutheran of Faribault,
Pastor Matthew Lane, Peace Lutheran of Faribault,
Pastor Armand Boehme, Trinity Lutheran of Northfield; and
Pastor Gutluk Reat, Trinity Lutheran of Faribault, Sudanese
congregation.
The two pastors pictured above are Pastor Greg Schlicker, Good Shepherd,
Owatonna, and Pastor Gutluk Reat, Trinity, Faribault Sudanese congregation.
Everyone had a most enjoyable day as those gathered continue to "Serve the
Lord With Gladness" despite these challenging times.

Rose of Sharon, Cottage Grove

Ladies, do you miss getting together during these times of Covid? The women
of Rose of Sharon Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove, MN, gathered together
when Janice Schoenfeld hosted an ice cream social for their Bible Study gals at
her home. Everyone brought a favorite topping and a lawn chair. The group sat
on the deck with socially‑distanced spacing. In addition, some of the ladies
chose to wear masks. The fenced-in backyard has two gates, one on each
side, so the Bible Study participants did not have to walk through the house. A
camping table was set up in the corner of the deck for self–served ice cream.
It was a pleasant evening and included a game that involved identifying women
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of the Bible. Names of various women of the Bible were written on separate
sheets of paper and each woman drew a name. The women then took turns
describing their person in order for the others to identify. A few names were not
familiar for the clue giver, so everyone learned something from the game. It was
wonderful to see the women laughing with and encouraging each other.
If your church has a garden area, this idea could be implemented there, as
well. No home-baked goods or coffee was served, so there was a safety
assurance with that modification. This was a wonderful event that helped our
ladies to stay connected with one another while at the same time keeping
everyone safe.

“Walking in His Footsteps” at First Evangelical, Glencoe

Even a world-wide pandemic did not silence Lutheran Women in Mission,
McLeod Zone, as they welcomed 65 masked men, women, girls, and boys to
the mission event, “Walking in His Footsteps”, on August 15 at First Evangelical
Lutheran, Glencoe, MN. Guests followed the 6-feet-apart footsteps on the
sidewalk into the lobby where they registered, received a name tag, and
proceeded directly into the sanctuary, physically distanced, to enjoy pre-event
music from local young people. Although the group was physically distanced
that day, they were one in heart and one in the Spirit as they worshiped,
prayed, and learned together. In order to be extra careful, the devotional hymns
were read and studied, but not sung.
The featured speakers were current missionary, Samantha Welch, and former
missionary, Mary Kay Mages, both daughters of the congregation. They told
about God’s work in Cambodia, Slovakia, and right here at home. We can walk
in our “missionary shoes” and show the love of Jesus in a professional capacity.
We can also walk in our work shoes, Sunday shoes, school shoes, sandals,
boots, and even orthotics, as we show the love of Jesus in all aspects of our
lives. That’s vocation! At the end of the presentation, Missionary Samantha
received a pair of LWML socks from Mary Kay, reminding her to wear them and
remembering she is always walking in His footsteps.
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As Mary Kay said, the mission of the LWML is to assist EACH WOMAN (not
just LWML members) in service to God. LWML is not a kitchen club, it’s not
even a Bible Study club, it’s a MISSION ORGANIZATION that generates
millions of dollars a year to proclaim His redeeming love. LWML is the largest
mission organization in the Missouri Synod. The women of the McLeod Zone
LWML are honored and humbled to be a part of God’s mission plan.
An offering plate for Samantha’s work at Stronghold Mission in Cambodia and
another offering plate for LWML were available. Generous cash, checks, and
credit card payments were received. Still following precautions after the event,
the masked attendees walked around in the large sanctuary, visiting with old
and new friends. Upon entering the lobby, they received a “Grab- and-Go”
lunch bag and immediately left the church building to continue “walking in His
footsteps.”
The entire event was livestreamed with well over 800 views. Use this link to see
the video of "Walking in His Footsteps":
https://www.facebook.com/397942266976887/videos/781956092631930

Share Your Church Worker Partnership Story!

How is your congregation’s Lutheran Women in Mission group intentionally
building relationships with your church’s pastors, church workers, staff
members, and individuals who lead youth, older adult, or Christian education
groups?
https://mailchi.mp/376b4a41c36f/october-2020-enews
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Examples of these partnerships could be:
Supplying funds to purchase items for the staff lounge or workroom or to
sponsor a service trip, building project, or other ministry program.
Praying for the specific needs of your pastor and other church workers.
Working with church staff to print and distribute LWML devotions from the
website to older adults who may not have computer access, including
those in care facilities.
You are invited to share your stories (150–300 words) explaining how your local
group works as a team with church workers, how you’ve been supportive, or if
you are planning to collaborate on an upcoming project.
Email your stories to Christie Steffens, Chairman of the Church Workers in
Mission Committee at csteffenslwml@gmail.com, using the subject line
“Partners in Mission Story.” The deadline to submit your story is December 1,
2020. We plan to publish some of these stories on the LWML website and
Facebook Page. Your stories could inspire others to connect with church
workers in similar ways.
Thank you for your help with this program. We appreciate all you are doing for
His Kingdom.
To God be all glory and praise!
Church Workers in Mission Committee:
Molly Dixon
DCE Kristina Parker
Christie Steffens, Chairman
The purpose of the Church Workers in Mission Committee is to:
Engage all pastors and church workers and build relationships as we
partner in spreading the Gospel.
Provide LWML resources and support to involve and connect with all
LCMS rostered workers.

Your Mission Dollars at Work Through POBLO

https://mailchi.mp/376b4a41c36f/october-2020-enews

6/11

11/18/2020

October 2020 eNews

The voting delegates of the LWML MN South District approved a Mission Grant,
“Multiplying International Friendship Centers (POBLO)" in the amount of
$12,000. This Mission Grant will benefit POBLO International Ministries and
assist in its plans to start new International Friendship Centers in the Minnesota
South District, multiply volunteers, train, and equip them to evangelize Muslims,
Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists. Through programs and classes offered at an
International Friendship Center, cross-cultural friendships are developed and
strengthened, and opportunities arise for sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Our LWML grant is helping to direct their efforts with Trinity Lutheran, Faribault,
MN, by starting an International Friendship Center.
Below is an excerpt of a letter shared with us by Carol Hubert, our LWML MN
South Vice President of Gospel Outreach, which she received from POBLO
Missionary, Nadar Alaraj, and his family.
Dear Friends in Mission...
We truly wish you receive this newsletter in the best of your conditions. As you
realize, the coronavirus pandemic’s harmful figures are much staggering than
anticipated initially. The virus can be dead serious. Some polls show that a
percentage of Americans think the coronavirus numbers are overblown.
However, our entire family of six was tested positive for COIVD-19 back in May,
2020. Although our family had mild symptoms and illness, I personally lost my
taste and smell senses and was bed-bound for two weeks, with serious back
aches and fever, but without respiratory complications. So, within the same
family there can be drastic differences. We have recovered and are doing well;
praise be to God! Others have not, and the majority of fatalities claimed seniors
in the last half a year. You can find more resources by clicking here:
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid_weekly/index.htm#AgeAndSex
Maybe the coronavirus will linger on longer than 2020 or until a vaccine is
discovered. What is certain is that we are living in unusual times, and maybe for
a reason. King Solomon said:
What has been will be again,
what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.
Is there anything of which one can say,
“Look! This is something new”?
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It was here already, long ago;
it was here before our time.
No one remembers the former generations,
and even those yet to come
will not be remembered
by those who follow them. [Ecclesiastes 1:9-11]
God created life with an interesting, stable component to its existence called
‘cycles.’ Water has a cycle. Climate goes through seasons. All human beings
have hormones with periodic cycles, and space planets orbit in circles and
specific times, and financial markets go through high and low cycles. King
Solomon, again, addresses these facts in Ecclesiastes’ chapter 3, “There is a
time for everything…” The Church is part of these cycles and constant
changes. Is the Lord trying to communicate a message to His people as life
routines may look different than before?
Maybe the ‘status quo’ of “doing church” is not pleasing to God. Or maybe God
wants to reshape our vision and mission statements. Or God pointing us to be
intentional about relationships we took casually for granted prior to the
pandemic. When was the last time you greeted someone by shaking a hand?
Indeed, each of us need to reevaluate our faith through the scope of what God
intends for His people. We are reminded with how the Lord Jesus exploited the
disciples’ “quarantine mode” after His resurrection and the immediate
persecution of Christians to employ the “chief of sinners,” who was in charge of
destroying Christians, to a leader sharing the Gospel:
“… I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness
of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” [Acts 26:1718]
POBLO Twin Cities thrives to follow on similar footsteps. Our family feels like
we were too invested in establishing International Friendship Centers across a
very large city with less than ideal time to focus on one-on-one Gospel sharing.
That is why we revealed in the last newsletter about the Muslim family we met
during the pandemic. We were and are still studying the Bible with them three
times a week as they need the Church so much, they were on the brink of
begging for food, especially after losing employment. What is exciting is the fact
that they are hungry for emotional and spiritual food even more. Satan wants to
keep people in darkness and be depressed about lack of love and security in
such a grueling world.
That is a good reason to support this ministry and support your missionaries.
POBLO Twin Cities works on behalf of the Church, by being present in the lives
of many locals and immigrants when no one else is. The majority of community
folks may focus on themselves, but the Church and POBLO are not.
Missionaries and clergy are assigned to pray for the brokenhearted and
abandoned as well as the intact, and to bring healing, encouragement, and
recovery by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus.
We appreciate your prayers, volunteering, and donations. We thank you for
your financial support and mission funds as the Coronavirus pandemic slowed
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down our ability to meet with pastors, speak on Sundays at churches, or attend
LWML rallies or mission fests and conventions.
Many Blessings!
The Alaraj Family ~ Nader & Georgette & Kids

"I Was A Stranger and You Welcomed Me ..... "

While The New Freedom Store was created to help those recently released
from prison, it has expanded its mission to serve anyone. Immigrants,
especially, need the very same services provided by The New Freedom Store.
The New Freedom Store has, in fact, agreed to help the Tibetan community
who continue to migrate to this area. Their journeys to freedom have been very
long. Many have crossed the Himalayas on foot, arriving in India and Nepal.
The New Freedom Store will provide them with clothing, some food, welcome
kits (even blankets if we can), as well as any number of referrals. Most of all,
these people need a place to live until they get jobs and save enough money to
get apartments of their own.
How about you? Would you be willing to open your door to new Tibetans? This
could be a real adventure in human spirit. Or maybe you would be interested in
donating some other way. Please feel free to get in touch with Jim Seemann if
you are willing and able to assist.
Pictured in the photo above are LCMS Pastor Ben Griffin, Executive Director of
LINC Twin Cities, Thupten D. Tsawog, community leader; and Jim Seemann of
The New Freedom Store.
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Do You Remember .......

Back in our March 2020 edition of eNews, we featured a "church ministries
event" which was hosted by Good Shepherd, Owatonna, and among many
others, was attended by a beautiful young family.
We'd like to
say, "Congratulations - Cheers - Kudos" to one of our youngest LWML
disciples, Evie, from Good Shepherd, Owatonna, of our own MN South District,
who is now featured in the Fall Edition of our National (yes, National) LWML
publication, "The Lutheran Women's Quarterly", where Evie is shown adding
coins to an LWML Children's Mite Box. Also pictured in the original article were
Evie's three older brothers, all of whom participated in the church ministry event
at Good Shepherd.
And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said,
“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever humbles himself like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 18:2-4 (ESV)
The ministry display event at Good Shepherd was so successful, Gloria Kenow,
one of the leaders of Good Shepherd’s LWML Society (and who also serves as
the Owatonna Zone President), has mentioned that she has even received a
phone call from another state with questions as to how Good Shepherd
organized the event and prepared the passports. Gloria has sent samples to
the caller and talked with her on the phone about the event! If you are
interested in such an event for your own church, please feel free to reach out to
Gloria whose contact information is shown on the back of the WOM.
NOTE: To refresh your memory on this article and others, all prior editions of
our LWML MN South District eNews can be found on our website at
https://mnslwml.org/resources/newsletters/. Just click on the "Resources" tab
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at the top of the screen, then click on "Newsletters". In the listing of resources
on the left side of the screen, simply click on "Monthly eNews" and all prior
editions will be available for you to read.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)
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