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"Be Still" .... A message from President Deb
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It’s a beautiful morning, sitting on the swing looking over the still and flat water
and watching the loons diving and coming up over and over. What beautiful
birds and creation God has given for me to enjoy!
As I sit here, I wonder how the Coronavirus can be lurking around in so many
places when it seems so peaceful here. But in reality, we are living in a
pandemic, a pandemic where we don’t know when it’s going to be over.
The Coronavirus has changed our lives. It’s hard to manage and plan things
because we don’t know what the next day is going to bring. It’s as though our
lives have been shattered and our foundation is not stable.
When I have those days, I remember that God is my refuge and that God is
King over all the Earth. He still rules on His throne of grace! He is my safety,
He is my foundation, and He is the One who is present to help and sustain me.
Psalm 46:10 speaks to me, “Be still, and know that I am God.” God tells me to
confidently wait upon Him and have patience because He walks with me
through this pandemic and He walks with you, too!
God’s Peace and Stillness,
Deb Vinkemeier, President
2018-2022

“Blankets of Love” at Gathering Place Lutheran, Arden Hills

In a servant event called “Blankets of Love”, nineteen people, young and old,
women and children, from Gathering Place Lutheran in Arden Hills joined on
Friday, February 7, to make fleece tie blankets. Multiple workstations were set
up in the fellowship hall. Bolts of fleece with various designs were ordered, cut
into the blanket lengths, then mixed and matched to tie the two pieces
together. Each one its own creation and masterpiece! For a couple of hours
everyone enjoyed fellowship and snacks while working together to finish 20
blankets, cheering after each was added to the completed pile.
On Sunday morning, the finished blankets were placed over the back rows of
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pews for the congregation to join in a prayer of dedication led by Pastor
Johnnie Vang. The blankets were packed up and delivered to Lutheran World
Relief to be shipped wherever they are needed.

"Graduate Quilts" .... A Lovely Annual Tradition

As a winter project, four ladies from Peace Ladies Guild, Faribault, with Barb
Foss as their leader, put together these seven amazingly beautiful quilts for
their high school graduates. Handwritten Bible verses were lovingly added on
the back of each quilt. This is an annual project that the ladies do for their
graduates. However, due to Covid-19 this year, these quilts are waiting to be
presented when it is safe to do so.
Honor her for all that her hands have done,
and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
Proverbs 31:31

Trinity, Northfield ~ Offering Support, Hope and Peace

https://mailchi.mp/0f75dc59f418/august-2020-enews

3/8

11/18/2020

August 2020 eNews

In 2019, the members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Northfield, heard about an
organization, Whispers of Hope, and a van of church members visited them.
Whispers of Hope is a peaceful country home for women age 18 and above.
Whispers of Hope offers individual counseling, caring staff support and an
opportunity to live well in community with others. Women may apply who
recognize their need for help in overcoming poor life choices, unhealthy
relationships, mild depression, fear, feelings of guilt and inadequacy. Living in a
culture bombarded with mixed messages, women can benefit from a peaceful
and supportive environment that helps them see who God says they are: A
beautiful masterpiece, loved, valued, worthy and created with purpose and
giftedness. Their desire is for women to get to the root of negative lifecontrolling behaviors and thoughts while embracing a Christ-centered solution.
After touring their facilities and hearing the story about how Whispers of Hope
came to be, LWML members decided to support them with a servant project.
Behind the barn sat a silo base, full of debris. It was decided that LWML would
clean out the debris, haul in soil and create a butterfly garden. The project
began in the fall of 2019, when the debris was removed and, in the spring of
2020, the empty silo was filled with soil. Several members researched what
plants were needed for butterflies and a garden was designed. Due to the
pandemic, the garden happened not quite as we had hoped. Only one person
at a time could be working in the garden, that was only after the Governor
removed the stay at home policy. We wish all the ladies of the LWML could
have been in the picture!
Pictured on the left above is Becky DeMann and the butterfly garden which was
taken when the planting was completed in early June, 2020. Pictured on the
right above is a photo of the butterfly garden which was taken on July 11,
2020. Very soon, we will see even more colors of red, purple, orange, and
yellow flowers. Hopefully, not only will the butterflies be enjoying the garden,
but also the women who come to find hope and peace.

The Latest "Scoop" on the Silent Auction Baskets
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It is time to ‘break the silence’ about the Silent Auction Baskets. Several
baskets had been registered prior to the cancellation of the 2020 LWML MN
South District Convention. We will continue accepting registrations of themed
baskets for The Great Minnesota South Mission Get-Together being held on
Saturday, October 10, 2020 at Mayer Lutheran High School.
The one-day event limits the amount of time allocated for bidding and
processing the bids. Therefore, a maximum of 30 baskets will be accepted for
the Silent Auction Basket activity. All themed baskets must be pre-registered
before September 15. No registrations will be accepted after the maximum of
30 baskets has been reached.
Contact Carol Hubert at (952-443-2695) or carolhubert@live.com and provide
the following information when registering a basket:
Theme for the basket contents
Value of the basket and its contents (make purchases staying within the
registered value)
Church Society, Location, Zone or District committee, or person donating
the basket
Contact person’s email or telephone number
Have fun with developing a theme and being creative in selecting items for the
basket!
Carol Hubert
Vice President of Gospel Outreach
carolhubert@live.com
952-443-2695

"Help Wanted ~ Charter Bus Coordinator"
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The 39th LWML Biennium National Convention is being planned for June 24–
27, 2021 at the Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center in Lexington, Kentucky.
The theme is “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus”, based on Hebrews 12:12: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God."
Are you planning to attend the convention and interested in riding with your
friends in the comfort of a charter bus? Now is the time to begin considering if
you are interested in a bus in order that our LWML MN South District may begin
planning for a charter bus.
Deb Vinkemeier, President
2018-2022

Romans 8: A Passage for All Times and All Places
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One of the ways that I learn is by writing things down and writing things out. In
every language class that I have taken, I would write out flash cards with the
vocabulary words. In Math class, I would write out the formulas and go through
the practice problems (again, writing them out). For history class and others
that required essays for tests, again, I would jot down some facts and things
that I wanted to bring up. Doing this has always helped me to remember
information, and to learn. Another way that I have incorporated this trait is into
my faith life.
In the beginning and at the end of most Bibles are typically, blank
pages. Through the years, when I would find a Bible verse that I like, I would
write it down on those blank pages to make a quick reference of verses, as well
as to help me learn them. The opening and ending pages of my Bible are filled
with Bible verses that I have liked over the years.
One day, when thumbing through those opening pages, I noticed a trend. A lot
of passages were from Romans 8. A lot of them. Once I noticed that, I looked
through those pages and realized that I had most of that chapter written in
there. Safe to say, it is one of my favorites!
It is a chapter for any time and any place, especially, now. For most of us, our
lives are still in extreme flux right now, and we still face great uncertainties. Paul says in Roman 8, “Take a breath, it will be okay.” Why? Nothing
can separate us from the love of Christ. Not tribulation. Not distress,
persecution, famine, danger, nakedness, sword or COVID-19. Nothing in
creation can as well. We are more than conquerors through Him Who loved
and gave Himself up for us.
We can also take heart that our God does all things for our good and will do so
during this time. Good can and will come from this. Here are some that I have
already noticed.
New opportunities for the Gospel: this event has prompted many
churches in finding new ways to share the Gospel message (like
streaming, recording services, etc.). What new opportunities have
popped up in your life for this?
New opportunities for growth: With things like sports, social opportunities,
social gatherings, restaurants, activities, classes, etc., canceled, closed or
limited, our lives have suddenly opened up. Can you use this time to
grow in your faith life? Can you use some of the extra time to read God’s
Word more, study a devotion, or pray? Might this be a good time to start
family devotions, or to begin and/or end your day in prayer? Use this
extra time and get creative!
New opportunities for good: This pandemic has created an excellent
opportunity to serve and help our neighbor. Is there someone on your
block that might need a hand? Some have helpfully suggested to call five
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people each day to check-in on them. Since people cannot go out,
people will be lonelier than ever (and are!). Maybe this could be a great
time to call that person you have been meaning to in order to just say a
simple “hi.” Also, with children or grandchildren being home from school
for an extended time, or others being off of work for an extended period of
time, can you use this opportunity to spend time with some people that
you normally wouldn’t be able to?
As we go through this challenging and trying time: take heart! We have a God
that nothing can separate us from, and a God Who will do all things for our
good in Christ Jesus.
Pastor Nick Kooi
Emmaus Lutheran Church, St. Paul
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