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eNews ... a monthly email publication of news and information

by and for the women of the LWML MN South District.

Freedom

July – a month to be filled with picnics, family reunions, time at the beach, and
celebrations of Independence Day. With the COVID-19 this year, those get-
togethers will not be like the normal ones we are used to having.
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Our news is filled with hate and violence. In Minnesota, we have experienced
the destruction from riots. Protesters declaring rights, and at times, distracting
us from fulfilling our duties as Christians. 
 
However, as we celebrate Independence Day this year, it is important to
remember why we celebrate this holiday. Let me give you a little history
refresher. 
 
One of the founders of our nation, Samuel Adams, was bold in proclaiming his
faith. To him, it was more important to submit to the Lord. His Christian views
were widely known.  He said, “We have this day restored to Sovereign to
Whom all men ought to be obedient, He reigns in Heaven and from the rising to
the setting of the sun, let His Kingdom come.” 
 
By signing the Declaration of Independence, Americans would be free from
submitting to Great Britain and the power of man.  But they would be freed to
serve Christ. 
 
Just as God’s goodness has freed us from our sins by Christ’s death on the
cross, we also have our American freedom through God’s goodness to us as a
nation. May we on this Fourth of July (and always) continue to look toward the
future in faith and gratitude and commit our lives to God and His will. We are
blessed to be living in a land where we have freedom to do so.
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom
he has chosen as his heritage! Psalm 33:12 

One Nation, Under God with Liberty and Justice for All!
Deb Vinkemeier, President
2018-2022

2020 Balloting / Elections



I would like to thank our outgoing district officers who have faithfully and
diligently served the last four years on the LWML MN South District Board.
They are:
            Vice President of Christian Life, Debi Mahoney;
            Vice President of Human Care, Pamela Hunter;
            Vice President of Servant Resources, Kathy Roslansky;
            Treasurer, Darlene Fretham;
            Pastoral Counselors, Rev. Larry Griffin and Rev. Eric Nelson;
            and this past biennium’s Nominating Committee: Joann Rosenfeld,
Chairman; and Nominating Committee members, Julie Ebert, Audrey Oehlke,
Elaine Taggatz and Cheryl Stohlmann.
 
I also want to thank our 2020 Convention Chairman, Joyce Swedean, and her
volunteer helpers for their work in organizing the 2020 LWML District
Convention. Their work will not go in vain. We will be using the table
centerpieces they created at The Great Minnesota South Get-Together event in
October. 
 
The 2020 LWML MN South election has been completed. Since there was not a
convention, the election was done electronically and by paper ballot. We
had 96 voting by paper ballot and 202 voting electronically for a total of 298
voters. 270 ballots were submitted that were counted. Those on the Teller
Committee were Parliamentarian Linda Butzin, Chairman; Pastoral Counselor
Wayne Bernau; Lisa Kamrath, Darlene Ave-Lallemant, and President Deb
Vinkemeier. Also attending by Zoom was national LWML Representative,
Deaconess Betty Knapp.  
 
The results of the election are:
     Vice President of Christian Life – Joy Anderson
     Vice President of Human Care – Debi Mahoney
     Vice President of Servant Resources – Tracy Eickhoff
     Treasurer – Joann Rosenfeld
     Pastoral Counselor – Rev. Rob Jarvis
     Pastoral Counselor – Rev. Adam Hengst
     Nominating Committee – Darlene Fretham, Chairman;
                                              Pamela Hunter, 
                                              Kay Gottschalk, 
                                              Tabitha Hoffman and 
                                              Jeannie Von Berge.
 
The Bylaw Amendments and our Mission Goal of $265,000 passed.
 
Mission Grants:

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Food Co-op
..................................................................................................... $10,000
Minnesota South District Student Aid Scholarships
..................................................................................................... $30,000



LCMS Missionary Support at Just the Right Time (Mission Central)
..................................................................................................... $10,000
The Dwelling Place – General Operating Support
..................................................................................................... $10,000
The Timothy Scholarship - Mayer Lutheran High School
..................................................................................................... $15,000
Tuition Assistance – Martin Luther High School, Northrup
..................................................................................................... $15,000
Rooted*Celebrating*Growing-Capital Campaign of Camp Omega
..................................................................................................... $20,000
3-Way Partnership for Financial Assistance, Concordia Academy
..................................................................................................... $15,000
Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness
..................................................................................................... $15,000
Multiplying International Friendship Centers (POBLO)
..................................................................................................... $12,000
Support for a Growing Educational Need (LSEM)
..................................................................................................... $15,000
Nigerian Seminary Tuition Assistance 
..................................................................................................... $12,000
Connecting People in an Inclusive Christian Housing Community
..................................................................................................... $10,000
Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students,
School Students, St. Louis ... ....................................................... $ 7,000
Equipping MN South District for Disability Ministry
and Respite Care (partial) .............................................................$ 2,750

Deb Vinkemeier, President
2018-2022
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness - Even During the "Shelter In" Plan



“Serving the Lord with Gladness”, the Ruth Circle of Peace Lutheran Ladies
Guild in Faribault, MN, figured out a way to meet during Phase 2 of the
governor’s pandemic ‘Shelter In’ plan!
 
Not having been together since March 4th, Jean Kramer invited the group out to
the ‘farm’ where they met in Jean’s garage on June 4th for their Bible Study
from the Quarterly and to gather Mites.
 
Jean commented, “It was just so fun to see people and visit in person.  We
gathered at 1 p.m. and didn’t leave until 4!”
 
Having had such a wonderful time, they plan to meet again in July. Jean said
the July meeting is usually a potluck, but this year they plan to meet at noon on
July 2, bringing their own folding chair and ‘brown bag’ lunch and sit outside at
Edith Glende’s house in Faribault.
 
Pictured above from left to right are Bonnie Longshore, Jean Kramer, Gloria
Spitzack, Edith Glende and Marie Smith. Member Betty Heacock served as the
photographer.  Those unable to attend were Marilyn Sticha, Marlys Wegner and
Hazel Drewitz. 
 
Although the average age of their members is approximately 84 years old, they
were creative and found a way to meet and enjoy each other’s company and
continue to serve their Lord.
 

"Serving the Lord with Gladness" .... Even on Short Notice



Can you make a pan of bars for us to serve tonight? This was the frantic call
that the Immanuel, Lakefield LWML members received on June 9th from
their fellow LWML member and church/school secretary. There was a curbside
delivery meal being served that night for the Immanuel Lutheran School tuition
assistance fund.

People were calling in their orders and by noon it was obvious that there would
not be enough bars to go around for all of the meals being ordered. At this point
the LWML ladies were contacted and asked if they could help out and make a
pan of bars and deliver them to school by 5:00pm. You can always count on the
servant hearts of the LWML to say, “yes, of course”. One member even said
she would make two!
 
Praise be to God for the wonderful turnout for the meal which will help families
provide their children with a Christian education. Praise God also for the
wonderful LWML ladies for answering the last-minute call for help. The LWML
definitely takes its mission to heart to 'Serve the Lord with Gladness'.
 

Please Share Your Story . . . 



We certainly understand that many societies have not been meeting due to the
Coronavirus/Covid-19 social distancing restrictions.  However, if your society
has any news or information to share with other societies and the members of
the LWML MN South District regarding your activities, we would certainly love
to hear from you.

We could use your creativity and would appreciate publishing news and
information about what your church or society has been doing to keep LWML
and your mission efforts moving forward.

Please consider sending an article for publication in a future edition of eNews to
enewseditor@mnslwml.org.
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