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Chocolates from God ~ A Note From Our President

How many of you love to receive chocolate and flowers for Valentine’s? What woman
doesn’t?! We walk into stores and see how they advertise boxes of chocolates on sale. God
gives us a box of chocolates each day. It reminds me of the quote from the movie Forrest
Gump, “Life is like a box of chocolates...you never what you’re gonna get.”

Isn’t our life like that some days? I know mine is! I have planned what I want to get done for
the next day before I go to bed. It’s going to be like a smooth, creamy caramel day. I get up,
and the first thing I do after devotion time is open up my emails and BANG, my plans have all
been changed. It’s like I bit into a chocolate full of nuts. That is not the chocolate I was
expecting. The things I was going to get done are now put on the back burner for that day.  I
must get done what needs attention right now!

We never know what to expect each day, but God knows. That is why He promises us,
through His Word, that He is our companion, steadfast friend, and constant loving Father. So,
no matter what chocolate we have for the day, if it’s creamy, smooth, fruity, sweet, bitter or full
of nuts, God is with us.  His love is in every chocolate we have! Each day, as we indulge in
God’s box of chocolates, let’s remember that every bite we take is sweet and rewarding.

https://www.mnslwml.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=352&qid=
https://www.mnslwml.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=353&qid=


"Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!" 
 (Psalm 34:8 ESV)

Happy Valentine’s Day
Share the Love of Christ
President Deb Vinkemeier
2018-2022
 

Red Letter Challenge:  Trinity, Waconia and St. John's,
Winsted

LWML members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Waconia, MN and St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Winsted, MN, both in the Carver North LWML Zone, joined their respective congregations in
an amazing 40-day life‑changing experience called “The Red Letter Challenge” written by
Zach Zehnder.

Through the words of Jesus, we were introduced to the five main principles of being a
disciple: Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving, and Going.

The first week was about being with Jesus, spending time with Him. Our doing flows out of
who we are and who we become when we spend time with Jesus.

The second week was all about receiving God’s forgiveness and learning how to forgive
other people.

The third week we learned we don’t serve God in order to get more from Him. We serve Him
because He first served us. Jesus had a heart of service and when we serve, we reflect who
our God is.

The fourth week we came to realize our priorities have gotten out of whack and we needed to
change our relationship to money. Jesus challenged His followers in the New Testament and
He challenges us to be generous. Just as we serve out of a response to God, we give
because God gave to us.

The fifth week we were called by God to go outside our comfort zone. When God says, “Go,”
He will always go with us.



At the conclusion of the 40 days we had a Sunday Celebration. It was an opportunity to praise
God for the amazing ways He worked in and through our congregations over the 40‑day
challenge. This celebration brought together adults and children who participated in the Red
Letter challenge. All enjoyed food and music. It marked the end of our study and the
beginning of a lifetime challenge of Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving and Going!

Thanks to Shelah Burandt, Carver North Zone President, for submitting this article.

Procedures Manual Committee Meeting

Pictured above is the 2020 Procedures Manual Review Committee; from left to right:  Irene
Mensing, Nancy Kohrs, Roxanne Pieper, Deb Vinkemeier, Ruth Bury and Beth Schuster, our
"selfie photographer" and author of this eNews article.  Beth writes:

Suzie, the voice of the map navigation system, announced “You have arrived!”  We, Deb
Vinkemeier, Ruth Bury, Roxanne Pieper, and Beth Schuster, looked around, but saw only
snow-covered fields and the country road ahead of us—no buildings, driveways or signs
pointing to our intended destination of the  Red Barn Retreat Center.  We drove the four miles
around the “country block” as directed by Suzie and end up in the same spot. Ignoring Suzie
now, we finally spy a building a distance away that looks like the Red Barn and find our way to
the correct snow-covered gravel driveway.  Eventually Irene Mensing and Nancy Kohrs also
arrive to complete the Procedure Manual Review committee of six.

We unload the multiple computers, printers, manuals, supplies, groceries and overnight bags
to get settled and set up for the task at hand—review and revision of the LWML MN South
District procedure manuals.

After a warm lunch on this cold January day, we get started in the spacious workroom. 
Instructions from the seasoned members help guide the strategy to tackle updating the 50
manuals.  We scour through each one to find the notes written by each officeholder with
suggestions on updating the procedures.  One by one, they are brought for verbal discussion
and dictation to Roxanne to type the revisions to the master file and print the pages.

It seems like we’ve hardly made a dent in the task, when it’s time to break for supper.  After
fortification from a delicious meal, we get back to it.  The “done” pile starts to catch up to the
“to-do” pile.  As our stamina fades, we call it a night and reconvene in the kitchen for
refreshments and stories as Deb prepares the ingredients for breakfast.



After breakfast the next day, we assessed the numbers and realize we made better progress
on "Day One" than originally thought - only a handful to finish! A couple of hours later, the task
is complete! Now to organize, clean up, pack up, check out, give hugs and head home,
grateful for the skills of the group and the opportunity to serve.  Thanks be to God!
 

Update on Mission Grant Recipients for 2019

The Dwelling Place:
In 2019 another shelter location was renovated and opened for occupancy in April. They have
a total of four duplexes able to house up to 57 individuals. In the past year 72 individuals were
served including 29 women and 43 children.

LCMS Missionary Support:
From November 2018 to May 2019, LWML funds were directed to Minnesota missionaries
Rev. Dr. Tom and Mary Aadlund serving at the Matongo Lutheran Seminary in Kenya. From
May 2019 to the present, funds are directed to Alyssa Anders serving as a teacher in the
Seminary outside of Petersburg, Russia.

MN South District Aid Scholarships:
In 2019-2020 Student Financial Aid for future church workers enrolled at a Concordia
University was distributed as follows: Concordia University, Irvine, CA (2); Concordia
University, Mequon, WI (3); Concordia University, St. Paul, MN (6); Concordia University,
Seward, NE (15); Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN (4); Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, MO (17); and Graduate students from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (2) and
Concordia University, St. Paul (2).

Camp Omega:
The Capital Campaign for the proposed Adult/Family Retreat Center has now reached over
$2.2 million of the $3.5 million Capital Campaign Goal.

Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion:
Word of Hope increased its staff hours, acquired advanced software technology, revised
media, exhibited at several conferences, and developed an informational packet that is being
distributed nationally.

The Lydia Project:
Five women were identified and trained as Church Planters with the partnership of Dr. William
Utech, MNS District Mission Executive. This included training congregations to prepare for
and then plant new churches/faith communities; training congregations to align their church



systems with The Great Commission; and training to use the curricula in which they
participated to train others. One of the five women has committed to teach Deaconess
students at the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, on how to start up new faith communities. The
Center for United States Mission closed its operation in December 2019.  Further grant
funding will be discontinued.  This will be discussed at the February EC/BOD meeting.

New Beginnings for Children with Learning Needs:
LWML funds for the six programs in the MN South District have been used primarily for
technology in the classrooms.  Printers and mini iPads for the students allow them to utilize
the various learning software used in the classroom.

Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students Support:
The Concordia Seminary Graduate School, St. Louis currently enrolls 41 international
students who collectively are from 18 countries.  When these students graduate and return
home, they will become teachers and church leaders, and the majority professors at their
countries’ seminaries.
 

Camp Omega ~ An Update On One Of Our Mission Grant
Projects 

Camp Omega is all about relationships … a place for children, teens, adults, families,
congregations, and communities to grow in their relationship to Christ…a place for campers
young and old to discover and rediscover what life in Jesus means.

Camp Omega promises to leave indelible, life-changing spiritual marks on the hearts of God’s
people, as campers of all ages encounter creation…create community…and commune with
Christ.

Camp Omega is a place of actions and relationship and helps people realize they CAN with
CHRIST!

With a generous gift from Joe Holtmeier, founder of Holtmeier Construction in Mankato, the
new entrance and parking lot for the Adult and Family Retreat Center is complete.  Thank
you, Joe!  He and his crew are ready to begin the next phase of preparing the area for
construction of the new building.

As the Rooted*Celebrating*Growing campaign continues, please accept my deepest
appreciation for your willingness to join us on this historic and significant journey.  I’m excited



and grateful for the generous response by so many like you.

Currently, $2.2 million has been raised, the architectural design documents are complete, and
Gift-in-Kind contributions of labor and materials are being sought.  Groundbreaking is planned
for the fall of 2020, or when the remaining $900,000 is received.  Thank you for stepping out
in faith and helping make this dream a reality.

God has richly blessed Camp Omega over the last 55 years.  I firmly believe that in
accordance with God’s plan, He has even greater blessings in store as we seek to embrace
this ministry for ALL AGES.  I know you believe Camp Omega’s future because you have
already demonstrated your support.  The Lord bless you as you continue walking with us as
this crucial goal for Camp Omega is accomplished.

In HIS Service,
Bob LaCroix, Executive Director
 

Our Mission Goal Status from Our Financial Secretary, Irene
Mensing

The total amount collected thus far this biennium, as of January 22, 2020, is $213,455.97. 
Wow, that’s a lot of pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters.  But to be realistic, it also includes a
lot of paper money and checks.

Now on the other side of the news; our Mission Grant Goal is $265,000 which means we will
need to collect an average of just over $15,000 each month for the next three (3) months.  We
can do this; we collected over $14,000 in November.  We just need to add extra coins or a few
bills during your next months of mite collections.

A big thank you to all of you who continue to give mites at your LWML group meetings and
events. Without each and every one of you, we would not be able to fulfill the money
promised to our mission grant recipients.

In these cold winter months, many of the LWML groups do not meet. If your society does the
same, please consider mailing an extra mite donation directly to LWML Minnesota South
District. You can send your checks to me,

          Irene Mensing, Financial Secretary
          41000 50th Street
          Blue Earth, MN 56013



Please write "mites" in the memo line. You may also consider giving a memorial to mites in
honor of your mother, grandmother or to someone who has been a mentor to you in LWML.
Simply include a note saying the mites are in honor of the name of your loved one.  All
honorariums will be listed in the WOM.

Let’s pull together strong and in the name of our loving, gracious Lord, and He will see His
work through to completion.  We ARE the hands and feet of Jesus …. “Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20.

LWML MN South

8485 County Road 52
Carver, MN 55315

United States

952-873-6549
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