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From the Desk of Your Pastor
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 

in their  homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”  --  Acts 2:46
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       For the past six months, we’ve been crying out, “how long, O Lord?” The pandemic hit and we’ve been
adjusting ever since. At first, it seemed like a huge inconvenience and we even wondered if it was
necessary. But as time went on, I think we realized that it was going to have a devastating effect on life as
we knew it. However, at some point we began asking those questions of “how long?” We reached the point
when we just wanted to get back to what we knew, we wanted “normal” back. But when? How long, O Lord?  
       September is usually the month that we celebrate what the church has called “Rally Day” or “Back to
Church Sunday” in conjunction with back to school events everywhere. But, like many other events, this
year will be different. Sure, we went ‘back to church’ a few weeks ago when we returned to in person
worship, but it’s not the same. We can’t sing, shake hands, hug, or even hear our beautiful choir share an
anthem. It’s still different, it’s still not normal. 
       I wonder how the disciples felt after their teacher was killed in the streets. Jesus, this dynamic leader
and teacher was brutally executed right in front of them and then they ran and hid. The world changed
that day, for everyone. Normal was not going to return for them, and neither will it for us. But we need to
see that something amazing happened. Shortly after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, word started to
spread about this amazing miracle. The news of Jesus’ resurrection spread like wildfire, and even though
people were being persecuted for believing this news, they continued to meet. They found new ways of
gathering and staying connected. Yes, they went to the temple to hear preaching and teaching, but the
connection didn’t stop there. They met in homes, shared meals together, and shared their lives with each
other. Now I know that during the pandemic, we are not able to physically gather in people’s homes, but
maybe there’s something else  we can do.  
       First, we can either gather in person or online to worship 
weekly. This is where we can listen for the word of God as well 
as worship with the community at Journey of Hope. But then 
we take the next step. Maybe we don’t go and share a meal 
with friends in our homes, but we can gather in a backyard, 
have coffee on a deck, or meet up through 
technology via Zoom in small groups. We can still be safe as 
we share life together and get to know each other. 
       So, here’s what I would like to see happen. I envision this 
United Methodist Community starting small groups and getting
 to know one another through conversations and time spent 
with each other. I would love for you to contact me or the 
church office to let us know that you are willing to 
either lead or participate in a small group. We will work out the 
details about who, when, and where, but I want us to see that
even if things aren’t ‘normal,’ we can still create community in 
new ways, maintaining our connection with each other. So 
please, give me a call and let’s get started!!
                                                              --  Pastor Jarrod
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Manna Orders
 What church sells food?? Isn't that what the Israelites received in the wilderness?

This is something like that!  Church receives an unexpected benefit from us as we

purchase gift cards through the program.  JOH has the opportunity to receive

anywhere from 2% - 18% from your purchases of cards from a wide variety of

businesses; groceries, gas, restaurants, Amazon, general use gift cards for yourself

or as gifts.  Look at the website for an order form today.  Orders are processed

every 1st and 3rd Sunday.  Questions?  Contact the office or Carole Burris at

847.436.3246 or at carolejb0677@gmail.com.  
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What's Where?
Have you been wondering what some of the letters and abbreviations mean

for locations around our building?  You are not alone!  Here's a guide:

CR = Community Room. Some places refer to it as fellowship hall.

SR = Sonrise Room.  It was once the narthex, but then the main entrance to

our building changed with an addition.  Since the sun rises in the east, it

seemed like a great fit!

U1 =Upper Level Conference Room.  The conference room is right across

from the office.  All rooms located on the upper level begin with U followed

by a number.  

M5 = Middle level  Room just west of the Kitchen.   It is used sometimes for

meetings and small gathering meals.  All rooms located on the middle  level

begin with M (also considered the main level).

L1 = Rooms on the Lower Level.  You can access these via the stairs off the

Tower entrance or the lift which is located just west of the sanctuary

entrance.

Choir Room = This room is located on the upper level, hence U7.  It is usually

accessed from the upper parking lot entrance #4. and head straight down

the hall past the office.

Restrooms = There are restrooms on each level.  The upper level's are

through the double doorways by the stairway, then take the 1st left, and they

are on your left.  The main level's restrooms are just off the Sonrise Room

entrance.  The lower level restrooms are located on the south side of the

square.

Funeral Door = Door #2.  It is sometimes referred to as this because it's

mainly used only for funerals.

Do you have any questions about other JOH  spaces?  Just ask the Office.





Prayer List
Note: Names listed below that are in bold have been added for the first time or

description has been changed. You will want to remember the following

persons in your prayers and with a card or phone call, or visit once we can. 

*Denotes Journey of Hope member; names in bold are new requests.

Prayers for health and healing:
• Anna (friend of Carol Zweig), cancer

• Karen Beyer, cancer

• Brenda, Lisa, Robin and Val (friends of Lisa Eby),cancer treatment &

remission

• *Gene Carter had two recent hospitalizations.
• Dorothy Christiansen (friend of Jim & Lisa Eby)

• Barb Etchingham (sister of Mary Becker), going through challenging time

• *Christina Freund, various ailments

• *Jeff Grajek, multiple myeloma chemo treatments

• Carol Leeson, cancer treatments completed

• Mason and Emily (nephew & niece of Lisa Eby)

• Brenda Merwin (daughter of Pattie Quandt), cancer treatments

• John Messinger

• Dorothy Kramka Miller (aunt of Ted Whittington)

• Gwen Peterson (mother of Sherry Severing), health issues

• *Lorrie Young, cancer treatments

• Lincoln Zick (grandson of Donna Bach)

• Harvey Krotz (nephew of Darlene Steffen, was in an accident)
• Tori (cousin of Carlene Kellenberger), Lou Gehrig's disease
• Lynn (friend of Carlene Kellenberger), stage IV ovarian cancer

Prayers for strength, support and comfort:
• *Jenny Grajek

•* J Fazel for the loss of his wife, Ann
•* Darlene Steffan for the loss of her son, Michel

Prayers for those in continuing care and shut-ins:
• *Shirley Fletcher, Rosewood Care, St. Charles

• Barbara DiLiberti (mother of Susan Collins), Heritage Manor

•* Gwen Kleinschmidt (former pastor's wife), shut-in at home

• *Fern Olson, Harbor Chase of Plainfield

• *Gloria Smith, shut-in at home

• *Arlene Weas, The Vines

Prayers for those serving in our military:
• Tay Lewis

• Noah Akemann

     Happy Birthday
9.1 ~   Christina Freund

            John Mellinger

            Nereyda SanchezTio

9.2--    Jarrod Severing

9.3 --   Rick Rakow

9.4 --   Mary Perkiser

9.5 --   Trinka Waters

9.6 --   Carol Malohn

             Ranjit Singh

9.7 --   Steve Hilleshiem

9.12 -- Alan Jurgensen

9.14 -- Ted Whittington

9.15 -- Beverly Cherry

9.17 -- Janina Hoffman

9.19 -- Carol Hecht

             Karen McGraw                  

      Mary Summers

9.23 -- Ray Sievert

             Michael Weas

9.24 -- Bryan Denman

9.27 -- Barbara Bartlett

     Happy Anniversary
9.2 --   Gene & Shirley Carter

9.4 --   William & Mary VanSlyck

9.5 --   David & Carlene Kellenberger

9.7 --   David C & Marlene Grupp

9.10 -- Scott & Nancy Kosel

             David & Patricia Weaver      

9.15 -- Ron & Carol Hecht

9.16 -- Ron & Mary Perkiser

9.18 -- Rick & Brigid Rakow

.9.26 --Jason & Lorrie Young

9.27 -- William & Josey Schambach

Office Hours Update for Robyn and Gwen
Gwen's new office hours will be on Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 to 1:00.  

Robyn's hours will remain on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 to 1:00.

(However, don't be surprised if you see both of them at other times 
in the office because of their differing weekly workloads.)

The office will continue to be open Tuesday - Friday from 9:00am to 1:00pm.



     Michel John Brand, 65, a resident of Elgin, IL, passed

away on Tuesday, August 4, 2020, as a result of cancer. 

 He was born June 30, 1955 in Oak Park, IL.

     Michel had a love for travel, wine connoisseur, loved

all kinds of genres of music, planting flowers in his

garden, a foodie at heart, and enjoyed outdoor sports:

basketball, bike riding, and skiing.

     Michel is survived by his loving mother, Darlene D.

Steffen of Elgin, IL; sisters Jeffry Lynn Littlejohn-Larson

(Charlies) from Tuslsa, OK, Camilia Steffan, and many

uncles, aunts, nieces, and cousins.  He was preceded in

death by his father, Joseph H. Steffen; and brother

Richard Brand.   Michel's celebration of life was held

privately by his family.

Michel John Brand

Ann SlomanFazel
     Ann Sloman Fazel, 86, of South Elgin passed away on July 30,

2020.  She was born on July 7, 1934, daughter of Russell and

Alberta (Law) Sloman.  Ann married J Fazel on July 19, 1951 and

they had just celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary.  She

worked in the acconting field until she retired in 1999.  Upon

retirement she started her own tax accounting business and worked

until the age of 82.

     Being a member of the United Methodist Church, her faith led

her to work on many committees from the Administrative Board

to moving Pastors in the Northern Illinois Conference.  Survivors

include her husband J E. Fazel; her children: Michael (Maureen)

Fazel and Victoria (LeRoy) Kielhack; her grandchildren: Christine

(Matthew) Spellicy, Tabitha Kielhack, Abigail (Todd) Kielhack-

Puttkammer; her great granddaughter: Luch Spellicy.  A memorial

service was held here on August 13, 2020.

July 7, 1934 - July 30, 2020

June 30, 1955 -- August 4, 2020



As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens a friend. 
Proverbs 27:17 CEB                                            

Monday Morning Walking Bible Study
Belong, Change, and Share!  Spending time with others studying the Word of God

offers all of this!  Come walk casually as we read scripture which goes along with the

Upper Room readings of the week.  God speaks through others and the scriptures,

give it a try!  Meet at the parsonage at 2024 Torino Dr. in Elgin at 6:30am on Mondays

(not Labor Day, 9/7), and take a stroll for about an hour.  Stay tuned as the sunrise

becomes later each day.  We will be moving to the church building when light

becomes a challenge.  Any questions?  Contact the Gardners, Carole Burris, or Mary

Becker.  Come!

Wednesday Morning Panera Bread 

We are continuing to meet together for coffee and bible study at 6:00am at Panera

Bread in South Elgin for about an hour.  The upcoming Sunday scriptures are read and

discussed.

Wednesday Evening Worship
Join us outside at  6:30pm for a time of music and bible study.  If it rains, we meet in

the community room.  You can also join us via Facebook Live, where it will always be

broadcast.

Bible Study

There is a Care Team meeting scheduled on September 15th at 1:00pm.  Please note

that this is the 3rd Tuesday,  as the 2nd one immediately follows Labor Day.  We will 

be giving updates, sharing new ideas, and getting to know each other better. In order 

to care for all of our Care Team members, we will be practicing social distancing and 

wearing our masks.  We hope that everyone can make it!

 "Don't forget the new home bound as well as the regular ones!  They need to hear from us.  Recently, Betty
McLauchlan made snicker-doodle cookies and we did get some 'care packages' out to some of our members.
(They appreciated them so much.)  Have to do more!  If anyone makes cookies, if you wear a mask and gloves
when you package them from the oven, Cindy Thul (our certified dietary person) said that is all you need. 
 Thanks, Betty and Gwen, for introducing this cookie project to the Care Team."    -- Sandy Kaptain

I recently found out if you save your plastic garbage bags, you can recycle them at Jewel Food Stores . 

 Hopefully, we can use tote bags again soon!  You can at Aldis!   Suggestions:  Plant native trees, bushes, and

plants this fall to help Mother Nature do what she does when we don't get in the way!  Also that green grass we

spend so much time mowing, fertilizing, and caring for, is little better than AstroTurf from Nature's point of view.  

There are so many great ground covers, and perennials that are native to our area and thrive in our climate! 

 Let's go greener!  -- Sandy Kaptain 

Go Green!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday
Worship @ 9:15am in person &

via Facebook Live

Fellowship time @ 10:15am

via Zoom

Monday
Walking Bible Study @ 6:30am

2024 Torino Drive

Wednesday
Panera Bread Bible Study @

6:00am

Worship @ 6:30pm Outside or

CR if rain & via Facebook Live 

Thursday
Midweek Prayer Service

@ 7:00a.m. via Facebook Live

Friday
Open Mic Night @ 7:00pm

via Zoom

JOH Green Team

https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/


Serving Opportunities

PADS - Please consider making a homemade meal and dropping it off as volunteers are not permitted to serve food. 

When: Sunday, September 6th.  Contact:  Janina Hoffman @ mshoff888@yahoo.com.

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1,200 low income families in the Elgin, South Elgin, East

Dundee and West Dundee areas each month. See the FFGE website for many other times when volunteers are

needed.  When: Monday, September 28th. Please visit our website for more information on how to serve.

SOUP KETTLE - Will continue to serve food to guests, however, serving will take place at the door as take out rather

than inside. When:  Tuesday, September 15th @ 4:30 - 6:45pm.

Those wishing to serve, please contact Nancy Gardner or Janina Hoffman.

CRISIS CENTER is currently accepting store bought food items.

When: Sunday, August 30th @ 5:00pm.  Please contact Mary Rees Freeman. 

SPECIAL MEAL TEAM-- This group is not very active right now because of COVID though other times it's very busy! 

 These are people who desire to be asked to provide a dish for a meal for some activity/meeting/funeral going on,

usually in our building.  You choose what you would like to make!  There are some in this group who desire to help

with serving on these occasions.  We also use this group when there is a need for a meal for someone in our

congregation.  You are given the opportunity to serve each time there is a need.  Want to be added to the list?

Contact the church office or Carole Burris via email or phone.

(PLEASE NOTE;  "Jennifer Fukala of the Downtown Neighborhood Assoc. (DNA) would like to let churches know

that if they want to donate food/clothing to the homeless at Carleton Rogers Park (where they congregate

downtown), please redirect those items to our Soup Kettles or to PADS.  Thank you!)

MONTHLY MEALS -- Journey of Hope makes meals for the Crisis Center, PADS, and the Soup Kettle on a monthly

basis.  We are blessed with wonderful servants organizing this each month.  One of these is Mary Rees Freeman, but

she is moving to Alabama soon.  We want to step up and help Janina Hoffman with this meal organizing and

preparing!  Please contact the Office or Janina to offer your services.  This can be working with her for meal

planning, making a dish, purchasing supplies, or helping to serve.  These are ALL wonderful ways for us to share

with our community God's love!

Rainbow Covenant - September

NIU Wesley Foundation at NIU (#5000135) - The mission of the Wesley Foundation at Northern Illinois University is to

bring the excitement of life with Christ to the Northern Illinois University community.  This faith community in NIU

supports and encourages students to be connected with each other, to grow in faith, and to be leaders for the world that

we want to transform. The campus ministry provides a safe community for all who come.

Super Service Saturday

Come out and join us as we serve the Lord together!  There's something for everyone to do!  

Please check out our church website to read more by clicking this link:

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6639/sss_2020.pdf We encourage everyone to sign up online for your

participation by clicking on this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F45A9A92CA6FA7-super

The Mission Team is hosting Super Service Saturday  We will be wrapping and packing shoe boxes, writing notes to members who

might be celebrating events, shut-ins who may be feeling isolated and lonely during this especially difficult time, or a friendly note

introducing ourselves to members we may not know and "Fill the Truck" food drive. Masks are required and we are asking folks to

sign up to ensure proper social distancing protocols are followed. Please sign up online or contact the office.

Saturday, September 12th at 8:30am -- 3:30pm



We are thankful we are able to offer worship experiences in various ways to meet a variety of

comfort levels for each of you!  We are in the process of engaging in an additional way for people

to connect, so watch for that news soon.

There have been between 42 - 48  in--person worshipers each Sunday along with around another

50 long-ins on Facebook Live and Zoom.  We especially thank Pastor Jarrod and Sherry Severing

over the past 6 months working through many challenges to bring worship services to us.  Along

with the sanctuary, the community room is set up for an additional 50 people to worship in

person by watching the service projected on a screen.

Thanks to all who have faithfully followed the guidelines set up by our return team to keep us as

safe and well as possible.

If there are ways your worship experience can be improved, please share your thought with the

office.

worship requirements


