
Give thanks! About what, you may be asking. We look around us and see a pandemic, civil unrest in our

communities, a nation that appears to be more divided than ever, and a world that continues to turn on itself

more and more every day. How can we be thankful in times like these?

But if we look to scripture, we find that God wants us to be thankful in all circumstances. The passage I have

shared is just one of many that focus on our thankfulness to God. However, the focus is on giving thanks in all

circumstances and I think this year is one that we need to remind ourselves that we still need to be thankful

even if all the wheels seem to be falling off.

We can be thankful for many things. We are thankful for family, for the love of friends, for being alive, for work

and the ability to provide for others. We can be thankful for a God who loves us, for the changing seasons, the

air we breathe, and the sunshine that warms our faces. We can be grateful for this beautiful creation around us,

the farmers who provide food, teachers who increase our knowledge, technology which makes much of our 

lives easier, and maybe for that person who just picked up the phone on the other end of the line. 

What are you thankful for? What are you grateful for? These

are questions that we need to ask ourselves, maybe on a daily 

basis! There are blessings in all things, if we just look hard 

enough to find them. This pandemic has been difficult on all of

 us, but during this time, we, as the church, have found new 

ways to be in ministry, new paths of communication, and 

throughout this time, we’ve experienced growth. We can be 

thankful in all circumstances.

One trend over the past few years on social media, has been to

post something that you are grateful for everyday of this month.

Other have kept ‘Grateful Journals.’ I encourage you to journey

to thanksgiving by sharing with others those things you are 

grateful for. Whether it’s on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or 

just in a journal, write them down so that you may share them. 

May we all be inspired to be thankful in all circumstances this 

year. 

What are you thankful for?

Pastor Jarrod
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One Book, One School Project with Creekside Elementary
We have an exciting opportunity to help the students and staff at Creekside!  

Amy Zapata, a member of JOH, teaches 6th grade there and has

approached us about a One Book, One School project.  For those

unfamiliar, a One Book One School project is a literacy program designed to

get the entire school community (faculty, students and their parents)

involved in the joy of reading by distributing one book to all the families.

Families read the book together at home following a set reading schedule

and there are in-class projects and events to help support the reading and

get everyone excited about the book.

Creekside would like to do a One Book, One School project with “Wish

Tree” written by Katherine Applegate and is available in both English and

Spanish.  This book is about a family that moves into a neighborhood and

immediately feels excluded because of who they are. A tree, which is the

location of many wishes every year, works in many ways to make a little girl

feel welcome. Just like the O.T. book of Esther, God is not mentioned by

name in this entire publication, however, God is seen throughout the pages.

The message shared is one of inclusion and love. This story embodies the

gospel message of loving your neighbor. What a perfect way for a church to

get involved with a public school.

A budget of $5,000 has been set for this project.  Fundraising opportunities

have of course been challenging for PTO’s and this is where we come in.

JOH has pledged $2,500 in matching dollars (Church Council has agreed

to $1,100, $400 from the Mission Team and a separate $1,000 anonymous

donation).  Books cost approximately $10 each.  

Creekside would like to order the books by November 8th.  Please support

this mission as generously as you can.  You can drop your donation in

the offering basket on Sunday mornings or mail it to the church (please

mark for “Books” or “Creekside”).  If you have any questions, please contact

Mary VanSlyck.

All Saint's Sunday
All Saint's Sunday is next Sunday, November 1st.  

We will honor and remember  those members who have

 passed during the past year with a video presentation 

during service.  

We are stilling working out details of how people worshiping from home

can also participate in this service.  Watch for more details to come next

week. 

Questions?  Contact the office or Pastor Jarrod.  

MINISTRY TEAMS



Prayer List
Names listed below that are in bold have been added for the first time or the description has been changed.  An

asterisk (*) before a name denotes a Journey of Hope member.

Prayers for health and healing:
• Anna (friend of Carol Zweig), cancer

• Karen Beyer, cancer

• Brenda, Lisa, Robin and Val (friends of Lisa Eby),cancer treatment &

   remission

• *Gene Carter

• Dorothy Christiansen (friend of Jim & Lisa Eby)

• Roy Drinkall (great nephew of Teri Rosenberg), 4-6 months of bone

   marrow transplants and chemo

• Barb Etchingham (sister of Mary Becker), going through challenging time

• *Christina Freund, various ailments

• Bob Gerberding (dad of Teri Rosenberg), health issues

• *Jeff Grajek, multiple myeloma chemo treatments

• Lee Ann Hellums (sister of Kimberly Lynch), recovering from 2

   heart attacks

• Harvey Krotz (nephew of Darlene Steffen, was in an accident)

• Carol Leeson, cancer treatments completed

• Lynn (friend of Carlene Kellenberger), stage IV ovarian cancer

• *Carol Malohn, shingles
• Mason and Emily (nephew & niece of Lisa Eby)

• Brenda Merwin (daughter of Pattie Quandt), cancer treatments

• John Messinger

• Dorothy Kramka Miller (aunt of Ted Whittington)

• Gwen Peterson (mother of Sherry Severing), health issues

• Tori (cousin of Carlene Kellenberger), Lou Gehrig's disease

• *Lorrie Young, cancer treatments

• Lincoln Zick (grandson of Donna Bach)

Prayers for strength, support and comfort:
• *Jenny Grajek

• *Joann Jolitz for the passing of her nephew

Prayers for those in continuing care and shut-ins:
• *Shirley Fletcher, Rosewood Care, St. Charles

•  Barbara DiLiberti (mother of Susan Collins), Heritage Manor

• *Gwen Kleinschmidt (former pastor's wife), shut-in at home

• *Fern Olson, Harbor Chase of Plainfield

• *Gloria Smith, shut-in at home

• *Arlene Weas, The Vines

Prayers for family and friends:
• Tay Lewis. serving in the military

• Noah Akeman, serving in the military

1   ~ Carlton Kellenberger

2   ~ Connie Lohs, 

  Kathy Nelson,

  Minakshi Dass

3   ~ Karen Mills

5   ~ Cec VaVerka

6   ~ Scott Zagalak

8   ~ Mary Bohner,

  Robin Luzin

10 ~ David Kaptain

11 ~ Kevin Mink

13 ~ Shirley Fletcher

15 ~ Bridget Brown,

   David Comings

18 ~ Larry Stanley

22 ~ Sheila Eggert

24 ~ Joseph Dunat

26 ~ Arlene Weas

28 ~ Laura Mellinger

29 ~ Larry Curtis,

  Jim Eby     

7   ~ Steven & Chris Hilleshiem

     19  ~ Jeff & Jenny Grajek

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

Please remember 

Stay in touch with our fellow JOH members who 

are not on Facebook or online as they may be

feeling particularly isolated right now. 

A quick call checking in might mean the world

to them.





Thank you to all who participated in Operation Christmas Shoe Box for

Spirit  Lake. This project takes many hands and the kindness of others. 

First, we received over 1000 empty shoe boxes from First Baptist Church. 

Second, we received donations from Dundee, Cornerstone, and Bradley

UMC's, and of course Journey of Hope;  we also have fantastic ladies who

knit and crocheted beautiful hats, scarves, and mittens, as well as sewed

bibs. Then, we had a great group of people who loved to wrap those

boxes of joy.  Finally, through time and energy people fill those boxes with

love! Jenny , JJ, and I love just letting this ministry flourish on its own tails

of God! 

This was our 9th year of sending boxes to Spirit Lake. In those 9 years we

have filled 7,614 boxes, 350 backpacks, 20 cases of books , 45 cases of

stuff too big for boxes like blankets , basketballs, and so many other good

things, 24 fry bread kits and school supplies. God has truly blessed this

project. Thank you  everyone! Get ready for a BIG 2021!

Mission News

Mon, November 16 @ 5:30pm
Provides food assistance to 1,200 low

income families in the Elgin, S. Elgin,

E. Dundee and W. Dundee areas each

month. See the FFGE website for

many other times when volunteers

are needed. 

The Mission Team is already planning for the Advent season.  We will be

participating in a reverse advent calendar to collect food for the Interfaith Food Pantry of Elgin.  Either collect the

items and bring them each week or buy them at one time and bring them in a box.  Find out more here.  

It's finally happening! Pastor Jarrod was told he would become an Elder at the Annual N. IL UM

Conference which usually happens in June but....a pandemic happened instead! The time is here! A

special Ordination Service will take place on Friday, November 13th, at 4:00pm.  The service  will take

place in person for Pastor Jarrod and we can watch via the live stream. Come together to celebrate this

accomplishment of Pastor Jarrod's  with others in the Sanctuary and watch with your church family! No

confetti please.

We will begin Hanging of The Greens on Sunday, November 22nd, following worship. Whatever is not

completed that day will be continued on the following Saturday. We hope to make Advent special for

everyone this year and will be combining Advent decorations from both former congregations. Lunch

will be provided for all on the 22nd.

CRISIS CENTER MEAL
Sunday, November 22

Contact Janina Hoffman  at

mshoff888@yahoo.com

if you are interested in serving.  

Pastor Jarrod's Ordination Watch Party

We will be having a “work day” at church on Saturday, November 7th, from 8:30am-12:30pm for

anyone who would like to come and start “decluttering/cleaning” areas of the church.  Muscle will

most likely be needed so we are encouraging men to come.

Work Day

Hanging of the Greens

PADS
Sunday, November 1

Serving Opportunities

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN

SOUP KETTLE @ ZION LUTH.
Tuesday, November 17 

SAVE THE DATE

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/images/c6639/10202020114932_e6314a6853465ac.jpg


Holiday Gift Shopping with Manna

Support your church while  shopping, really? Yes, you have this opportunity to purchase gift cards for your

food and gas purchases along with gift cards to give as gifts for birthdays, Christmas, and other special days.

Especially during the pandemic, we don't need to be out and about more than necessary! Orders will be

processed every Sunday beginning November 15th through December 13th. 

It's very easy to participate!  You pay face value by writing a check to Journey of Hope to accompany your

order form which you may find here or in the Sanctuary and church will profit anywhere from 2% - 18%.

Questions - contact the Office or Carole Burris.

Racism is a sin, and The United Methodist Church is committed to working for equality in all areas of life. The

N. IL Conference Anti-Racism Team, co-chaired by Pastor Jarrod, has developed a tool to help educate

ourselves. The Anti-Racism Awareness and Learning Development Path allows us individually to self-

select a learning route based on our own current awareness level and where the Spirit is guiding us. Log in at

https://www.umcnic.org/learningpath and explore this learning option!

Anti-Racism Learning Path

Silver Sneakers
There is an exercise class for Seniors using our building during the

week and if you are "Silver", you are welcome! On M-W-F at

10:45am there is a basic class which has openings. You are

required to wear a mask, bring your own equipment, if possible,

which is a child's ball 6-9" in diameter, a band or therapy band

from PT and some weights (cans are acceptable). Also bring a

bottle of water. The cost is $2 per person but bring your insurance

card  to see if they will pay for the class. Come, try it out to see if it's

for you! It's a wonderful group of people all striving to stay well!

Mondays Walking Bible Study
JOH, Carport Entrance @ 6:30am

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
JOH, Upper Level Entrance @

6:00am

Bible Study

Anti Racism
Tuesdays @ 10:30am via Zoom

Mary VanSlyck

maryavs@akemann.net

Covenant Group
Wednesdays 7:15pm @ JOH

Carole Burris

carolejb0677@gmail.com

Women's Spiritual Self-Improvement
Thursdays @ 6:30pm

Sherry Severing

ssevering6@gmail.com

Get to Know Your Bible
TBD via Zoom

Keith Paskiewicz

keith.paskiewicz@gmail.com

Sign up for Small Groups here.

Small Groups

Rainbow Covenant - November
Habitat for Humanity Lake County, IL (#60000184) 

Members of UMC's  support Habitat for Humanity as volunteers

who build, rehab and repair homes on their construction sites.

Some members support ReStore stores through donations of

building items, furniture and appliance and others volunteer at the

store.  Learn more here.  

Mark your donations "Rainbow Covenant" and mail them to the

church or put in the Sunday offering basket.

Get Involved

A wonderful way to get to know others is to be involved. There are

many opportunities to serve as often as you'd like. Greeters,

Readers, Ushers, Singers, Instrumentalists, Bell Ringer, Tech

Support, Bakers, Money Counters, Mission Team members, Shoe

Box Wrappers, and more! 

Call or email the Office to express your interest!

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6639/010820_mannaalpha_1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6639/010820_mannaalpha_1.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/learningpath
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f45a9a92ca6fa7-small
http://www.chicagolandhabitat.org/site/PageServer?pagename=lake_homepage

