
Sometimes it’s easy to state our mission statement to live out our faith as we encourage others to become

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. But then we begin to ask the deeper questions

of why and how we achieve this. That is the purpose of our vision statement, which is stated above. This is

how we go about fulfilling our mission. However, why do we?
 

Simon Sinek talks about starting with the question of why in one of his books. He talks about every company

or organization answering the important question of why before moving onto anything else. Therefore, we

need to do the same. In answering the ‘why’ question, we need to look at our own lives, who we are and

how we arrived here at just this point in time. You see, God has been at work in our lives and continues to

mold ad shape us. We are given new life through Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. It is this new life

that affords us a certain liberty. Please don’t misunderstand me as the liberty that I am speaking of has

nothing to do with the ‘life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness’ that is spoken of in this country. Christianity is

not an American religion, it is worldwide, encompassing all of creation, both seen and unseen.
 

This liberty that is granted by God is the ability to choose. Our choice is not free will, as John Wesley would

not fully accept this, but more of human liberty. We are able to choose a path, and then God works within

our decisions to bring about this glorious plan. We are able to choose to follow Jesus Christ, that is only

because of the grace of God, and when we choose to follow, we are granted  

new life in Christ. We are blessed with an abundant life which begins here

and continues on in the re-creation.
 

It is because of this new life that we want to spend time in community with 

others. It is because of God’s grace that we desire to have a changed life. 

And it’s because of this changed life that we want to share it with others. 

That is the why. 
 

Here we are, at the edge of this new beginning, knowing our why and our 

how. The question now becomes, are you willing to stretch yourself, maybe

outside of your comfort zone, and live into this mission and vision for this new

church? Are you ready to join us on this Journey of Hope? 
 

Now is the time and this is the place. God has placed us here for just a time 

as this and I’m excited to be on this journey with all of you. Remember, 

that just as Paul said there is no longer Jew nor Greek, I tell you that there 

is no longer Epworth or Wesley, but there is Journey of Hope. And it is here 

that we all belong, change, and share our faith.

 

 

Pastor Jarrod
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“Journey of Hope is a welcoming community that fosters belonging and acceptance. Through ministries,
we enable individuals to transform their lives as they learn to follow Jesus Christ. We follow the guidance of
the Spirit in sharing our faith through missional adventures, building relationships, and offering our witness

to our community and world.”



Jan Paskiewicz
Worship Musician

janpaskiewicz@att.net
 

Neredya SanchezTio
Hand bells / Strings

NereydaSanchezTio@u-46.org
 
 

                                        

 

 

 

Donna Bach
Organist

djbach1947@yahoo.com

 

 Ray has been the long standing

Custodian at Epworth UMC and will be

continuing on in this capacity for JOH.

Ray Eggert
Custodian

Phone No:  847.931.5400

 

Robyn joined Epworth UMC in 2013 as
the Office Manager and will  assist with
Office Admin duties as well as take care
of social media, marketing and branding

needs for Journey of Hope.

Robyn Rafalzik
Office Admin / Creative Director

office@eumcelgin.org

Phone No:  847.931.5400

 Pastor Jarrod  joined  Epworth UMC
in August 2019 from Lanark UMC
and  will continue on as Lead Pastor

here at Journey of Hope.  

Gwen is coming over from Wesley
where she has been the Office Admin
since 2015.  Gwen will continue serving
as Office Admin as well as supporting
the Congregational Care Team.  

Christopher grew up at Epworth UMC
and has served as the Choir Director
for Epworth UMC for many years.  He

will continue in this role.  
 

Christopher Cherry
Choir Director

cccherry@gmail.com
 

Pastor Noemi Meza
Associate Pastor

pastorwesleyumc@gmail.com
Phone No:  630.235.5772

 

Pastor Jarrod Severing
Lead Pastor

jarrod.severing@gmail.com
815.378.7754

 

Gwen Cattron
Office Admin / Congregational Care

wesleyumc@gmail.com
Phone No:  847.931.5400

 

 At Wesley, Nereyda was the Choir
Director and also lead the Handbell
Choir and strings.  She will be

leading the Handbell and Strings for
Journey of Hope.

As the Organist and Accompanist at
Epworth, Jan will be transitioning

into Worship Musician,
accompanying the Choir, playing
organ every 4th Sunday as well as
taking on the Music Librarian role. 

Donna was the long standing
Organist for Wesley UMC.  She will be
joining us as the Organist, playing

the first three weeks of every month.  

Pastor Noemi was appointed to Wesley 
 in July 2018.  She will be joining JOH
for the month of June before beginning
her new appointment at El Redentor del
Calvario / The Redeemer of Calvary in

Chicago on July 1st.  



Prayer List
 

Note: Names listed below that are in bold have been added for the first time or description has been changed. You

will want to remember the following persons in your prayers and with a card or phone call, or visit once we can.

*Denotes Journey of Hope member; names in bold are new requests.
 

Joys & Thanksgiving:

• Newly formed congregation and all God has in store for us
 

Prayers for health and healing:

• Anna (friend of Carol Zweig), cancer

• Karen Beyer, cancer

• John Michel Brand (son of Darlene Steffen), long-term health issues

• Brenda, Lisa, Robin and Val (friends of Lisa Eby), cancer treatment &

remission

• *Gene Carter

• Dorothy Christiansen (friend of Jim & Lisa Eby)

• Mary Whittington Eder (sister of Ted Whittington), cancer

• Barb Etchingham (sister of Mary Becker), going through challenging time

• *Christina Freund, various ailments

• *Jeff Grajek, multiple myeloma remission

• Carol Leeson, cancer treatments

• Mason and Emily (nephew & niece of Lisa Eby)

• Brenda Merwin (daughter of Pattie Quandt), cancer treatments

• John Messinger

• Dorothy Kramka Miller (aunt of Ted Whittington)

• Gwen Peterson (mother of Sherry Severing), health issues

• Camilla Steffen

• *Darlene Steffen

• *Lorrie Young, cancer treatments

• Lincoln Zick (grandson of Donna Bach)

 

Prayers for strength, support and comfort

• *The Ball Family for the loss of Penny's mother
•   The Bault Family for the loss of Laurel

• *The Chapman Family for the loss of Ernie's sister
• The Commings Family for the loss of Dave's mother
• *Jenny Grajek

• *The Hillquist & Heise Families for the passing of Gary's son in law
• *The Summers' Family for the loss of Eric West (Mary's son)
•  *The Lynch Family for the loss of Kimberly's brother in law
 

Prayers for those in continuing care / retirement facilities and shut-ins:

• *Shirley Fletcher, shut-in

• Barbara DiLiberti (mother of Susan Collins), Heritage Manor

• Gwen Kleinschmidt (former pastor's wife), shut-in

• *Fern Olson, Harbor Chase of Plainfield

• *Gloria Smith, shut-in

• *Arlene Weas, The Vines

 

Prayers for those serving in our military:

• Tay Lewis
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer give out information when requested by the Church Office. We
want to be with you during your time of need. If you are admitted to the hospital and desire a call from the pastor, please be sure to notify
the Church Office. If the office is closed, please leave a message on our voice mail or contact Pastor Jarrod on his cell phone.

 

Happy Birthday

6.1   -  Rebecca Crosby,

Virginia Fink

6.3   -   Alyson Beucler,

             Jack Kellenberger,

Christine McQuillan

6.4   -  Michael Bartlett,

      Steven Meyer

6.9  -   Renee Laude

6.10 - Donna Bach, Brian Cherry

6.11 - Donald Becker

6.13 - Bev Newton

6.15 - Roy Seyller

6.16 - David Williams

6.17 - Ron Hecht, Dan Kirmse

6.19 - Allison Cherry

6.21 - Terri Annis, Bill Schambach

6.22 - Mackenzie Luzin

6.24 - Debbie Evans

6.25 - Kelly Meyer

6.26 - Noemi Meza, Jay Rager

6.28 - Mary Rees Freeman

Happy Anniversary

6.6  -   Chris & Karen Cherry

6.8  -   Keith & Jan Paskiewicz

6.10 - Joe & Susan Dunat

6.11 - Paul & Carole Burris

6.17 - Larry & Joan Curtis

6.22 - Dan & Nancy Gardner,

Roy & Linda Seyller

6.26 - Nate & Sally Lohs

6.27 - Ernest & Betty Chapman

6.30 - John & Jan Soderholm 
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Serving Opportunities
In light of the extended stay at home order, our monthly serving opportunities have

changed slightly. As restrictions are lifted or changed, so may  opportunities. Please

reach out to contacts below prior to serving.
 

PADS - Please consider making a homemade meal and dropping it off as volunteers

are not permitted to serve food.

When: Contact PADs at 847.608.9744 to make arrangements for which evening.
 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1200 low income families

in the Elgin, South Elgin, East Dundee and West Dundee areas each month. See the

FFGE website for many other times when volunteers are needed.

When: Monday, June 15th.

Please visit our website for more information on how to serve.
 

SOUP KETTLE - Will continue to serve food to guests, however, serving will take

place at the door as take out rather than inside.

When: Tuesday, June 16th @ 4:30-6:45pm.

Those wishing to serve, please contact Janina Hoffman for more information.
 

CRISIS CENTER is currently accepting store bought food items.

When: Sunday, June 28 @ 5:00pm.

Please contact Mary Rees Freeman. 

SCHEDULE

Sunday
Worship @ 9:15am

Via Facebook Live

 

Fellowship time @ 10:15am

Via Zoom

Mondays
Walking Bible Study @

6:30am

2024 Torino Drive

Wednesdays
Panera Bread Bible Study

@ 6:00am

Via Zoom 
 

 

Worship @ 6:30pm

Via Facebook Live

 

 

 

 

Fridays
Open Mic Night @ 7:00pm

Via Zoom

Thursdays
Midweek Prayer Service

@7:00a Via Facebook Live
 

Rainbow Covenant - June
UMVIM-North Central Jurisdiction (#901375) 

 

 United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM), North Central Jurisdiction  is charged with resourcing individuals, teams,

leaders, and UMVIM projects in this jurisdiction. This office maintains a future teams list, sends out e-newsletters, and

maintains the National Project List. It also assists Emergency Response Training (ERT) and VIM leader training.
 

Donations can be mailed (please mark for "Rainbow Covenant") or placed through the "Give Now" tab on our website.  

Father's Day Pie Fundraiser
The Mission Team will be selling Father's Day Pies.  You can select from your choice of

Apple, Cherry or Death by Chocolate.  Pies are $20 for 1; $35 for 2; $30 for 3 and $10 / ea

additional pie.  Orders can be placed online here  and must be placed by June 14th.  

 Pies may be picked up on June 21st from 10:00am - 12:00pm or delivered (for a

donation) on either June 21st or June 22nd.

 All proceeds will go towards our  July Mission Trip.  

Manna Orders
 Manna Gift Card program is an ongoing fundraiser.  Through Manna you are able to purchase gift cards at face value for

a wide variety of stores (from big box and grocery stores to pharmacies and gas stations!) and in return the retailer will

give a portion (2-20% depending on the retailer) back Journey of Hope.  Purchase a gift card to use for your everyday

spending needs or buy one to give as a gift.  

 

You may download an order form here.  You can call or email your order to Carole Burris.  Questions?  Contact Carole at

847.436.3246 or at carolejb0677@gmail.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/
https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/
https://zoom.us/j/95402046830?pwd=RHR2eEY5UzlTdjRlalF6NUM0SUY1Zz09
https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/FATHERSDAYPIES
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/FATHERSDAYPIES
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/FATHERSDAYPIES
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/FATHERSDAYPIES
https://www.cognitoforms.com/EpworthUMC1/FATHERSDAYPIES
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c1270/010820_mannaalpha.pdf


As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens a friend. 
Proverbs 27:17 CEB                                            

 

 

Just because in-person gatherings and social distancing requirements are in place

does not mean we cannot continue our Bible Studies!  
 

Monday Morning Walking Bible Study ~ During this challenging time,  getting out

and exercising is so important! Growing in your faith and  communing with nature at

the same time, how much better can life get!  The Walking Bible Study meets on

Monday, 6:30am, at the parsonage (2024 Torino Dr) to walk and talk at the same time,

honoring our social distancing! Come as we walk about an hour at a slow enough pace

that we can read some of the time. This is a perfect example of "out of the box" for you

to try!

 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES:  
 

Wednesday Morning Virtual Panera Bread - Been thinking about trying the Panera

Wednesday Morning Bible Study but haven't been motivated to Rise, Shine and dress

plus drive at 6:00 AM? Now is your chance to give it a try! You can join even in your

jammies from the comforts of your home! There's always more room on the screen.
 

Have you noticed lately that the air seems cleaner and the skies brighter?   These are

a couple positive effects from businesses being shut down and people working from

home.  Another positive which will likely come out of the pandemic will be less travel

as many will choose a staycation this summer.

 

As we start (or continue) to work in our gardens, please consider choosing native

plants, trees and shrubs and avoid the use of as many insecticides and herbicides as

possible.  

As there are fewer than 10 members on Care Team, we will be meeting (with social

distancing and masks) on June 9th at 1:00pm at church.   We will keep the meeting

short (about an hour) and catch up on what has transpired since our last meeting in

March.  Take care and be safe!

Church Council
Julie Ball, Co-Chair

julie.ball@sbcglobal.net
 

Carole Burris, Co-Chair

carolejb0677@gmail.com
 

Care Team
Sandy Kaptain

sakaptain@gmail.com
 

Endowment Team 
 

Gary Newton, Chair
captainchemistry33@yahoo.com
 

Finance Team
Steve Mink, Chair
startmink@hotmail.com
 

Dave Kellenberger, Treasurer
kellenbrgr@aol.com
 

Paul Burris, Co-Secretary
burris.paul@gmail.com
 

Randy Riotto, Co-Secretary
rrac56@aol.com
 

Green Team
Sandy Kaptain
sakaptain@gmail.com
 

Mission Team
Andy Lindstrom, Chair
andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com
 

SPRC
 

John Soderholm, Chair
j.soderholm43@gmail.com
 

Dan Gardner, Vice-Chair
nandan42@att.net
 

Trustees
Roy Chapman, Chair

nandan42@att.net
 

Chuck Keysor, Vice-Chair

chuck.keysor@sbcglobal.net

_______________________

Chairs / Co-Chairs are 

needed for Education, Worship,

UMM & UMW.  Please see 

Pastor Jarrod if you are

interested in serving.

 

 

Bible StudyMINISTRY TEAMS

I am honored to serve as your Treasurer for our new church. If there is ever a

question on the church finances please do not hesitate to contact me. All

questions and comments are welcome. My email is kellenbrgr@aol.com or you

can usually find me at church on Sunday. 

Your servant, David Kellenberger

 

A Word from Your Treasurer...
 

 

Thank you!
 

Many thanks to our church family who participated in our Anniversary

Parade and sent greetings via Facebook and text. You really do mean the

world to us. We are blessed. Jim and Lisa Eby


