
 

So, full disclosure, I’m not as good with landscaping and growing things as I hoped I would be. I know, Jesus talks a lot about seeds,

planting, growing, and harvesting, and much of this is related to ministry. However, when it comes to lawns, bushes, and flowering

shrubs and plants, I’m missing something. 

 

Case in point, there was this beautiful flowering plant outside the parsonage, right next to the garage. When we moved in last year

around August, the huge red flowers were opening, and Sherry was loving every minute of it. She had always wanted something like

this but never found out what they could be. Well, it was a hibiscus plant, and it was large and beautiful. We certainly enjoyed them

throughout the rest of summer and well into fall. Then the cold weather approached, and I wasn’t sure what to do with them.

 

As I looked at the base, I could see many ‘stumps’ where the plant had been pruned. So I thought, I should probably look this up

online and figure out when I should prune things back. Not sure which article I thought I saw, but I read that you should prune this

back in the fall, so I did. All of it. Now, for those of you with ‘green thumbs,’ please don’t laugh at me and just relate it to a pastor who

should just stay away from these kinds of things, at least give me the benefit of the doubt that I looked it up online. And everything

that you read online to true, right?

 

Needless to say, this spring, as all the other plants and trees were blooming, my wife and I 

waited for something to begin growing from this desolate space next to the garage. March, 

nothing. April, nothing. May, nothing. I quickly realized that I might have been wrong. I once 

again searched online only to find out  that you are supposed to prune in the spring and only 

after the plant begins to sprout again.  Oh no! I’ve killed the plant my wife loved. 

 

But then, in the second week of June, we started to notice what we initially thought 

were weeds coming up in that area. And after only a week, we saw the plant had 

grown to over a foot tall. It didn’t take long, and as I write this to you only a few weeks

 later, it now stands at a little over 3 feet tall. Resurrection from what I thought I had 

killed. It’s a miracle!

 

This can be like our life in the church. There may be ministries or programs that we 

may discontinue in this new church, and it may be painful. Changes may wrinkle our

 resolve from time to time, but if we trust in the Lord, we will see resurrection. We will 

see new life. Sometimes, it is a painful pruning that brings about amazing growth, 

and isn’t that what we all want for Journey of Hope? We want to see that miraculous 

growth that God promises us. Are you ready to see the new birth? Are you ready to 

witness this new life in Jesus Christ? I know I am!

 

Pastor Jarrod
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MINISTRY TEAMS
Manna Orders
 What church sells food?? Isn't that what the Israelites received in the wilderness?

This is something like that!  Church receives an unexpected benefit from us as we

purchase gift cards through the program.  JOH has the opportunity to receive

anywhere from 2% - 18% from your purchases of cards from a wide variety of

businesses; groceries, gas, restaurants, Amazon, general use gift cards for yourself

or as gifts.  Look at the website for an order form today.  Orders are processed

every 1st and 3rd Sunday.  Questions?  Contact the office or Carole Burris.   at

847.436.3246 or at carolejb0677@gmail.com.  

Rainbow Covenant - July
Caretakers of God's Creation (#3021583) 

This project aims to help God’s people reconnect with the creation because we

were created out of the dust of the earth. This program holds national conferences,

attends United Nations conferences on climate change, and provides resources for

Conferences and local congregations. The organization works with Conferences

and local congregations.
 

Donations can be mailed (please mark for "Rainbow Covenant") or placed through

the "Give Now" tab on our website.  

We are all excited about the time we can return to in person worship! The Finance

Team wants to thank so many who have faithfully been able to send in your

financial support during this time! Those who receive offering envelopes via the

mail have received their July - September pack with an old name on. Journey of

Hope had not been determined by the time they went to print so please continue

to use them. When the October - December pack comes, it will be correct. Thank

you for your understanding!

 

If you would like to receive envelopes, please notify the Office via email, place a

note with your offering, or a phone call and we will set you up.

Offering Envelopes

Thanks to everyone who dropped off Styrofoam to be recycled during Covid.  

Logistics is continuing to recycle during the pandemic.  You can drop it off

yourself at their location  (1331 David Rd; Elgin).  

 

Although we cannot use reusable bags during Covid, please make sure to save 

 all of your plastic shopping bags and take them in to be recycled once they are  

accepting them again.  

 

NEWS FLASH! Journey of Hope will be publishing a new quarterly journal to "journal" the
happenings at our church.  Please send pictures of church gatherings, memories, or human

interest articles to Gwen in the church office for inclusion.



                                                        Eric William West, age 50, passed away Wednesday May 27, 2020 at Amita Saint 

                                                        Joseph Hospital in Elgin.  He was surrounded by both his mom and step mother.  

 

Eric was born April 8, 1970 in Elgin to Charles West and Mary (Schutt)  Summers.  Eric graduated from Larkin High

School in 1988.  While there, he played tennis and qualified for the Illinois State Tennis match.  He worked at Saint

Joseph Hospital for many years as an orderly, an operating room technician and was the first driver of the hospital

care-a-van. The next step in his career, took him to his own painting and home repair business of which he was well

known for his skill and attention to detail.  Eric then moved to a career with the Kane Country Coroners office where

he served as a Deputy Coroner for 8 years working along side his father, the Kane County Coroner.

 

In his younger days, he was always surrounded by a special group of friends that plotted their "next mission" in Eric's

basement sanctuary.  Together, they spent many hours exploring the neighborhood cornfield and going on bike

rides.  In his teen years, he enjoyed going to heavy metal rock concerts, boating in the family "frog" boat and

participating in the Fox River canoe race with his dad and sister.  Eric and his cousins have many fond memories of

camping year round in the family motor home.  

 

Eric's love of animals took him to Rover Rescue where he volunteered and fostered many dogs.  He found great

peace and joy fishing with his dad and in later years with Nolan and Eden, his beloved niece and nephew.  He took

great pride in teaching them to fish at Newton's pond. Eric's gentle and patient ways endeared him to many small

friends, especially Macallan and Evan.  Eric spent many hours with friends watching the Chicago Bears and Cubs win

and lose through the years while treating all those around him to "tailgate quisine".  

 

He was a loyal son, brother and friend to all that knew him.  Eric could talk to anyone and had a way of making

everyone feel comfortable and special. He had an great sense of humor and his wonderful sarcastism and funny

stories were enjoyed by all. 

 

He was a lifetime member of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Eric is survived by his mother, Mary Summers and

step father Frank Summers, Step mother Lisa West, Sister Tia (Ryan) Carroll and cherished niece and nephew, Eden

and Nolan.  He was preceded in death by his father Charles West and both sets of grandparents. 

 

We thank you all for joining us today and celebrating the life of Eric West.  He has touched so many of us and while

we will miss him, we will cherish the many memories of our times together. 

Eric William West
April 8, 1970 - May 27, 2020

A celebration of Eric's life was
held on May 27, 2020, at
Wesley United Methodist

Church.



"Thank You" to Wesley UMC for your abundant generosity

Your financial support will helpfamilies increase their strength,stability and self-Reliance.
 

Habitat for Humanity of Northern Fox Valley

From
  Churc

h of
 the

Redee
mer:
 

Than
k yo

u so
 much 

for

your
 gen

erou
s do

natio
ns.

 

...help
 us f

eed 
many 

gues
ts

at R
edee

mer a
nd s

uppo
rt

our 
loca

l res
taur

ants
 dur

ing

this 
unpr

eced
nete

d tim
e.

From the Crisis Center:
 

Your generosity reminds us that in
times like these there are still

friends like you who care.

From the Salvation Army: It is becuase of your kind

gesture that so many people in

our community will get help with

food, home goods products, and

rental assistance and much more.And Through your financial support, you are
serving with a vital network of interactive
relationships as UMCOR responds to increasingly
frequency and destructive storms - sharing 100%
of donated funds with those in need.
 
 

UMCOR

 
Thank you for your amazing
donation.  This will help so

many individuals.  We are lucky
to have donors who support

our missions.
 

~ PADS of Elgin



Prayer List
 

Note: Names listed below that are in bold have been added for the first time or description has been changed. You

will want to remember the following persons in your prayers and with a card or phone call, or visit once we can. 
 

 

*Denotes Journey of Hope member; names in bold are new requests.
 

Prayers for health and healing:
• Anna (friend of Carol Zweig), cancer

• Karen Beyer, cancer

• John Michel Brand (son of Darlene Steffen), long-term health issues

• Brenda, Lisa, Robin and Val (friends of Lisa Eby), cancer treatment &

remission

• *Gene Carter

• Dorothy Christiansen (friend of Jim & Lisa Eby)

• Mary Whittington Eder (sister of Ted Whittington), cancer

• Barb Etchingham (sister of Mary Becker), going through challenging time

• *Christina Freund, various ailments

• *Jeff Grajek, multiple myeloma remission

• Carol Leeson, cancer treatments

• Mason and Emily (nephew & niece of Lisa Eby)

• Brenda Merwin (daughter of Pattie Quandt), cancer treatments

• John Messinger

• Dorothy Kramka Miller (aunt of Ted Whittington)

• Gwen Peterson (mother of Sherry Severing), health issues

• Camilla Steffen

• *Darlene Steffen

• *Lorrie Young, cancer treatments

• Lincoln Zick (grandson of Donna Bach)

 

Prayers for strength, support and comfort
• *Jenny Grajek

• *The Summers' Family for the loss of Eric West (Mary's son)

 

Prayers for those in continuing care / retirement facilities and shut-ins:
• *Shirley Fletcher, shut-in

• Barbara DiLiberti (mother of Susan Collins), Heritage Manor

• Gwen Kleinschmidt (former pastor's wife), shut-in

• *Fern Olson, Harbor Chase of Plainfield

• *Gloria Smith, shut-in

• *Arlene Weas, The Vines

 

Prayers for those serving in our military:
• Tay Lewis
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.1 -  Keely Larson

7.2  -  Nancy Gardner, Scott Kosel

    Luis Zapata

7.3  -  Susan Collins

7.5 -   Richard Ballschmiede

7.6  -  Susan Becker, 

             Andrew Lindstrom

7.7 -   Gene Carter,  Ann Fazel

7.8  -  Brian Kirmse

7.11 - Rita Zagalek

7.13 - Dan Gardner, Tony Luzin

7.15 - Ruth Ballschmiede,

    Jack Hayes

7.16 - Nancy Kosel

7.17 - Mary VanSlyck

7.19 - Gwen Cattron, Marlene Grupp

              Linda Seyller

7.21 - Steve Mink, 

             Josey Schambach

7.22 - Jayden Meyer

7.23 - Deborah Howe

7.24 - Chuck Keysor

7.25 - Drew Stover, Trudy Wise

7.28 - Amy Zapata

7.29 - Abigail Lohs

7.30 - Raymond Eggert

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

7.9 -    John & Laura Mellinger

7.14 - Bryan & Janis Denman

7.16 -  Jack & Jean Hayes

              Gary & Bev Newton

7.19 -  J & Ann Fazel

               Frank & Mary Summers

7.20 -   Gary & Connie Lohs

7.23 -   Ray & Sheila Eggert

7.24  -  Brian & Bonnie Kirmse

7.28 -  Alan & Peggy Jurgensen

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  
 

Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer give out information

when requested by the Church Office. We want to be with you during

your time of need. If you are admitted to the hospital and desire a call

from the pastor, please be sure to notify the Church Office. If the office

is closed, please leave a message on our voice mail or contact Pastor

Jarrod on his cell phone.





SCHEDULE

Sunday
Worship @ 9:15am

Via Facebook Live

 

Fellowship time @ 10:30am

Via Zoom

Mondays
Walking Bible Study @

6:30am

2024 Torino Drive

Wednesdays
Panera Bread Bible Study @

6:00am
 

Worship @ 6:30pm via

Facebook Live.  If sunshine.

join us outside, as well.

 

 

 

 

 

Fridays
Open Mic Night @ 7:00pm

Via Zoom.

Thursdays
Midweek Prayer Service

@7:00a Via Facebook Live
 

As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens a friend. 
Proverbs 27:17 CEB                                            

 

Monday Morning Walking Bible Study
What a way to start your Monday at 6:30am! Meet in front of the parsonage (2024

Torino Dr Elgin 60123) to walk with others enjoying God's beauty of conversation and

nature. Currently the Upper Room devotional is the basis for the study as we share

scripture and our life's experiences. We walk for about an hour at a slow enough pace

to read, walk and talk. If it's raining, meet at church, come to the carport entrance. 

Come when you can!!
 
 

Wednesday Morning Panera Bread 

We are continuing to meet together for coffee and bible study at 6:00am at Panera

Bread in South Elgin.  If the weather permits, we will be meeting outside.  If not, we will

be inside at Panera.

 

Wednesday Evening Worship
Join us outside at church by the playground at 7:00pm for a time of music and bible

study.  If it rains, you can also join us via Facebook Live, where it will always be

broadcast.

 

 
 

Bible Study

We thank the Lord for all the members of our Care Team who are reaching out  in love 

to our various members.  Our Journey of Hope members are:  Nancy Gardner, Bev 

Newton, Jan Barry, Mary Summers, Ray Sievert, Kimberly Lynch, Lillian Mink, Carlene 

Kellenberger, Lorrie Young, Shirely Carter, Carole Burris, Joan Esch, Cindy Thul, Sandy 

Kaptain, and Gwen Cattron.  (Betty McLauchlan also wants to be loosely associated 

when there are special times of needing help. )  We now have 15 members!  Gwen 

Cattron will be helping  Sandy Kaptain as the Care Team coordinator.
 

There is a Care Team meeting scheduled on July 9th at 1:00pm in the Community Room.  We will be giving

updates, sharing new ideas, and getting to know each other better.   In order to care for all of our Care Team

members, we will be practicing social distancing and wearing our masks.  We hope that everyone can make it!

 

it's official!
Wesley UMC and Epworth UMC merged to

form a new Church on May 27th.  
Our new name is Journey of Hope!

Much work  was done to prepare for the
final signing of the documents.

Here is a picture outside of Wesley with
David Ackerman, Randy Riotto, Chuck

Keysor, and Gary Newton.  They paused for
a picture, as they were preparing the needed

Wesley documents.

https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/
https://zoom.us/j/95402046830?pwd=RHR2eEY5UzlTdjRlalF6NUM0SUY1Zz09
https://www.facebook.com/eumcelgin/live/


Serving Opportunities
As we enter stage 4 of the state's reopening phase, our serving opportunities are returning to our "normal" dates and

times.  However, as things are ever evolving, you may want to reach out to the contact listed below before serving.  

 

PADS - Please consider making a homemade meal and dropping it off as volunteers are not permitted to serve food. 

When: Sunday, July 5th. 

Contact:  Janina Hoffman @ mshoff888@yahoo.com.

 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN - Provides food assistance to 1200 low income families in the Elgin, South Elgin, East

Dundee and West Dundee areas each month. See the FFGE website for many other times when volunteers are

needed. 

When: Monday, July 20th. Please visit our website for more information on how to serve.

 

SOUP KETTLE - Will continue to serve food to guests, however, serving will take place at the door as take out rather

than inside.

When:  Thursday, July 9th, @ 4:30 - 6:30pm, or Tuesday, July 21st @ 4:30 - 6:45pm.

Those wishing to serve, please contact Nancy Gardner, or Janina Hoffman.

 

CRISIS CENTER is currently accepting store bought food items.

When: Sunday, July 29th @ 5:00pm. 

Please contact Mary Rees Freeman. 

School Supplies

Small stuffed animals

Toothpaste / toothbrush

Girl's  like lip gloss,  nail polish,   costume jewelry, hair ribbons

Boys like cars, games, wristbands, headbands, caps

Personal items like soap, shampoo, deodorant,  wash cloths

Items for infants like rattles, sippy cups, soft toys, soft books, bibs, and wipes

Hats, mittens, and gloves for all ages

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSION TEAM
We wish to thank everyone who purchased pies. We had a great donation for the pie ingredients,  so every pie we sold

was a profit. We are going to make just over $300.00. 

 

Spirit Lake
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
We are in a desperate need for donations. 

Since we have done this whole social distancing,  

our donations are down over previous years. 

How can we get back on track?

1. Purchase Target cards thru the Manna program.

2. Place an order online through Amazon, Oriental Trading, or SS Worldwide. 

 

These are the items we are looking for (ages infant - high school)

 

We collect items for everyone from infant to teenagers. If you have questions about items you are thinking about, contact

Andy Lindstrom @ 708-212-8277 or by email ; andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com.

 

MISSION TRIP
Our mission trip planned for the week of July 12th will be approved by the Spiril Lake Tribe this coming week.  Pastor

Mike from Spirit Lake will be advising us of the tribe's decision. If we are allowed to proceed with our trip, we will be very

safety conscious.  So far, the Spirit Lake Nation has had 0 cases of Covid that we are aware of to date. 

Save the Date

Super Service Saturday will be on

Saturday, September 12th from 

8:30am-3:30pm.
 

A reservation has been made at 

Feed My Starving Children in

Schaumburg from 2:00-4:00pm.   

 

Please contact Andy Lindstrom at

andrewlindstrom@yahoo.com to

reserve your spot or look for the 

online sign up sheet!


