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In Christ’s Name, Welcome to Trinity!  
 

Vision Statement for Trinity Lutheran Church 

THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE WILL EMPOWER 

PEOPLE TO BE DYNAMIC DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST. 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent      December 5, 2021 

 --------------------- We Gather in God’s Name ---------------------  

Prelude 

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Lighting of the Second Candle:  

 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”     (Verses 1&2)                        ELW #240 

Stand as you are able 

Invocation 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father + and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C:  Amen 

Opening Hymn: Fling Wide the Door                                                             ELW #259 

Greeting 

P: The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Congregation may be seated 

Litany of Confession 

 P:  The Lord gives us a promise in James, “Come near to God and he will come near  

  to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double- 

  minded.” And so we come and confess our sins 

Time for silent confession 
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 C:  Lord, we come before you and admit our sin.  We have desired to go our own  

  way and not Yours. Cleanse our hearts.  Help us recognize the consequences  

  of our sin. Forgive us for doubting You and renew our faith. 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

 P:  Because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross, I announce that your sins are  

  forgiven in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God promises to remove  

  our sins as far as the east is from the west 

Prayer of the Day 

 A: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 

  his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;  

  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

   Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:  Amen. 

 ------------------------ We Hear God’s Word -----------------------  

First Reading: Malachi 3:1, 4:2-5 

A forerunner of Messiah is predicted 
1Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the 

Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, 

whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
2 “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in 

his wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. 3 On the 

day when I act, you will tread upon the wicked as if they were dust under your feet,” says 

the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
4 “Remember to obey the Law of Moses, my servant—all the decrees and regulations 

that I gave him on Mount Sinai for all Israel. 
5 “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of 

the Lord arrives. 6 His preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the 

hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the land with a 

curse.” 

R: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 113 

R:  Please join in reading Psalm 113 responsively, 

 With the congregation reading the verses in bold type 
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 1 Praise the Lord! Yes, give praise, O servants of the Lord. 

      Praise the name of the Lord! 
 

 2 Blessed be the name of the Lord  

     now and forever. 
 

3 Everywhere—from east to west—  

      praise the name of the Lord. 
 

 

  4 For the Lord is high above the nations; 

     his glory is higher than the heavens. 
   5 Who can be compared with the Lord our God,  

 

      who is enthroned on high? 
6 He stoops to look down on heaven and on earth. 
 

7 He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the garbage dump. 
8 He sets them among princes, even the princes of his own people! 
 

9 He gives the childless woman a family, making her a happy mother. 

Praise the Lord! 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-10 

Paul teaches about operating in the power of the Spirit 
1When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and 

impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that while I was with 

you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. 3 I came to 

you in weakness—timid and trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very 

plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God. 
6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, but not 

the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon 

forgotten. 7 No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God—his plan that was 

previously hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate glory before the world 

began. 8 But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would not 

have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 

prepared for those who love him.”  
10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches 

out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 

R: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation      

  

 
 

Gospel: Luke 1:5-25     

P:  The holy gospel according to Luke:  C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

An angel predicts the birth of John the Baptist 
 

 5 When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was 

a member of the priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the 

priestly line of Aaron. 6 Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to 

obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations. 7 They had no children because 

Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and they were both very old. 
 8 One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that 

week. 9 As was the custom of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of 

the Lord and burn incense. 10 While the incense was being burned, a great crowd stood 

outside, praying. 
 11 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 

standing to the right of the incense altar. 12 Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with 

fear when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard 

your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him 

John. 14 You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he 

will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. 

He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth. 16 And he will turn many 

Israelites to the Lord their God. 17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. 

He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the 
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fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom 

of the godly.” 
 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man 

now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 
 19 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he 

who sent me to bring you this good news! 20 But now, since you didn’t believe what I 

said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my words will 

certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.” 
 21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out of the sanctuary, 

wondering why he was taking so long. 22 When he finally did come out, he couldn’t speak 

to them. Then they realized from his gestures and his silence that he must have seen a 

vision in the sanctuary. 
 23 When Zechariah’s week of service in the Temple was over, he returned 

home. 24 Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into seclusion for 

five months. 25 “How kind the Lord is!” she exclaimed. “He has taken away my disgrace 

of having no children.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Congregation may be seated 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon Theme: Coming of Messiah –  

Sermon thoughts:  

1. Blessings from obeying the Lord 

• Luke 1:5-7 

2. Serving God is a Gift 

• Luke 1:8-9 

3. Interceding for others in prayer 

• Luke 1:10 

4. Role of Angels in our Life 

• Luke 1:11-12 

5. God hears our prayers 

• Luke 1:13 

6. The Holy Spirit helps me carry out God’s plan 

• Luke 1:15-17 

7. When my faith is stretched 

• Luke 1:18-20 
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Hymn of the Day: What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                                     ELW #742 

Prayers of Intercession 

 P:  Lord, You tell us to pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion and to 

stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. So, we 

bring our petitions to You. 

Time of Silent Prayer 

 A:  Lord, we thank You for answered prayer. We are in awe that You always listen  

  and answer. Open our eyes to how You answer prayer in unexpected ways. Give  

  us patience as we wait on Your timing and help us trust You in times of doubt.  

  Lord, in Your mercy,  C: hear our prayer. 

 A:  Jesus, help us to trust You with all our hearts not just part of who we are. Reveal to  

  us where we have failed to turn over parts of our lives to You. Help us when we  

  don’t understand what You are doing and increase our faith. Lord, in Your mercy,  

      C: hear our prayer. 

 A:  Holy Spirit, we ask You, in Your grace. would turn the hearts of those who don’t  

  know You. Show them the truth of the Word and the love of God that they may  

  become people of faith. Show us how to share Your love with them.  

  Lord, in Your mercy,  C: hear our prayer. 

 A:  Lord, we ask that You bring families together, especially during this Christmas  

  season. Enable divisions to be healed, grudges to be gone, and offenses forgiven  

  that unity may be restored. Turn the hearts of parents to their children and the  

 hearts of the children to their parents. Let the rebellious accept Godly wisdom.  

 Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 A:  Almighty God, save us from violence, discord, and confusion in our nation. Grant  

  those who have authority in government the spirit of wisdom that there may be  

  justice and peace in our land. Even in troubled times, let us depend on You.  

  Lord, in Your mercy,  C: hear our prayer. 

 A:  Lord Jesus Christ, our most gracious Savior, we are humbled and awestruck that  

  You took our sicknesses and calamities on Your body, and You carried our pain  

  and anguish and affliction. And now, precious Healer, we ask that You touch  

  those on our prayer list and those we name in in our hearts with Your healing  

  touch. Bring Your restoration and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,  

  C: hear our prayer. 

 P:  Lord, You promise to answer our prayers before we finish praying (Isa. 65:24) and  

  so we trust You to hear and to answer in Your time and in Your way.  C: Amen 
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Stand as you are able 

Apostles’ Creed 

P: Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Greeting of Peace   

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: You may take a moment to greet your neighbors. 

The congregation may greet your neighbors.  

Congregation may be seated 

Offering Prayer  

 A: Let us Pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and 

  our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 

  you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

    C: Amen. 

  ---------------- We share in the Lord’s Supper ------------------  

Dialog 

P: The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 

judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn 

Holy, Holy, Holy: 

Eucharistic Prayer  

Lord’s Prayer  

P: The Lord is close to all who call him. Let us call upon him now, as we pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

 P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.  

Holy Communion 

 Lamb of God: 

 
 

Communion Hymns                                                                        ELW #’s 300, 471 

Stand as you are able 

Post-Communion Blessing  

P: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  

C: Amen. 

Prayer after Communion  

 A: Let us Pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the  

  Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and  

  grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

 C:  Amen. 
 

 -------------------- We Are Sent into the World --------------------  
Benediction 

 P:  The Lord keep you from all harm and watch over your life.  The Lord keeps watch  

  over you as you come and go, both now and forever. (Psalm 121:7-8) 

 C: Amen 
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Sending Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice     ELW #288 

Dismissal  

 A: Go in peace. Christ is near.  

 C: Thanks be to God. 

Announcements 

Postlude 

Parts of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB145401. 

Scripture texts are New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Thanks to those who participated in today’s service 

 ---------------------------- Announcements ----------------------------  

Today is the last day to purchase a Poinsettia to be placed by the altar for 

Christmas, please fill out a form and drop it and your payment of 

$9.00 in the box in the narthex by December 5th. You may take your 

poinsettia home after the worship service on Christmas Day.  

Please do not drop your money in the collection plate. Karen needs 

the information and money, so she can order the flowers and list them correctly in the 

bulletin. 
 

 

Everyone is invited to an open house at the home of                      

Pastors Tom & Paula, this Saturday, Dec. 11, from 2 - 5 pm. 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to everyone who helped decorate the church on 

Sunday Evening!! We had a lot of terrific help – adults and children - and a lot of 

delicious food, and fellowship afterward.  
 

Harlee has Advent Calendars in the back of the church for all the children. There 

are also nativity sets for the kids (one per family).   
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We invite everyone to come to church early the next 2 weeks to sing Christmas 

Carols. 

Join us for our Advent worship series, Arise and Shine. Services are at 7:00 p.m. on 

Wednesdays, December 8 and 15. Each week is focusing on a different aspect of the light 

of Christ and how we are enlightened by him throughout our lives. In our worship for the 

second week in Advent we will celebrate the reflected light.  

There will be a Youth Christmas Eve Service at Trinity at 5:00 p.m. This year’s play 

is called “Jesus Christ is the same – yesterday, today, and forever!” If your children 

would like to be a part of the play, please contact Harlee at 217-506-0063. 

Practice will be at Trinity on Sunday, December 19th from 4-7 p.m.  We will have 

chicken and noodles for dinner, and dessert for Jesus’ birthday! We will have Christmas 

ornament crafts to make following dinner. 
 

We have the next set of devotions for your Daily Devotional binder in 

the narthex.  

They are for advent and the series is “Coming of Messiah.”  You may pick 

them up today as you leave.  

If you don’t have a binder, there are plenty of those in the narthex as well. 
 

The December benevolence contributions will go to World Hunger and Golden Good 

Shepherd Home.  

***Blood Donors Desperately Needed*** 

The next Golden Lions Club Blood Drive is scheduled for Monday, December 6, from 

noon to 5:00 p.m. at the Golden Community Hall. Donors are desperately needed for 

blood supplies are extremely low. So please put tomorrow, December 6, on your 

calendar and donate blood that day. Remember, each unit saves at least 3 other lives. 

For questions and /or to schedule an appointment, please call Blood Drive coordinator, 

Pat Heinecke, at 217-696-4805/217-779-3480. 
 

CFCAC wants to give our local clients a Turkey Dinner for Christmas. All the 

ingredients will be included and all they have to do is prepare them. The approximate 

cost would be $39.00 for a family of four.  

Any help you can give for this project, it would be greatly appreciated. If monetary 

donations are given, please write in the memo line the project name— “holiday dinner.” 

Thank You! 
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Christmas Cards for Our Shut-ins 

Last year, we suggested that everyone send Christmas Cards to our shut-ins. We heard 

back from some, and they were very appreciative!   

If each one of us would send a card or two, hopefully everyone on the list will receive 

several Christmas cards.  
 

Christmas Cards for Residents of Golden Good Shepherd Home 

Last year, our churches wrote Christmas Cards to residents in the Golden Good Shepherd 

Home during the month of December. We were able to bless the home with over 160 

cards. 

This year, we are hoping to do the same! You may pick up a card in the south entrance 

and take the time to fill out some. Please place them in the basket and Harlee will take 

them to the nursing home. The more cards, the merrier! 
 

Schedule for This Week:  

• Today, December 5th    

Second Sunday of Advent   

9:00 a.m.: Worship with Communion  

10:15 a.m.: Adult & Children’s Sunday School     

5:00-6:15 p.m.: Confirmation Class 

• Wednesday, December 8th    

 7:00 p.m.: Advent Worship Service at Trinity 

• Thursday, December 9th  

 1:30 p.m.: Grief Share  

• Saturday, December 11th 

 2-5 p.m.: Open House at the home of Pastors Tom & Paula 

• Sunday, December 12th     

Third Sunday of Advent               

  9:00 a.m.: Worship with Communion 

 10:15 a.m.: Sunday School 

 5:00-6:15 p.m.: Confirmation Class 

 

 


