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Joyful Noise for January 2021 
 
There is a line from a song by the Trans-Siberian Railroad 
where they lament, “How to make this Christmas thing last?” 
That is a common sentiment for many. There are those who 

endure Christmas and look forward more toward New Year’s Eve and the march of time 
into the new year.   
Christmas, however; lasts until January 5th (the twelfth day of Christmas!). Is it still Christmas if 
all the Christmas trees are either back in the attic or setting on the curb? Is it still Christmas if 
the lights and displays have all been put away and we are back to our drab, earth tone 
surroundings? Is it still Christmas if Christmas music, such as it was, is no longer being played 
on the radio? How do we make this Christmas thing last? 
Well, we do not follow the herd. We have no herd immunity when it comes to the Christmas 
spirit. We are on our own. Our Christmas tree is still “up” and “on”. Our decorations have not 
been put away. Thanks to Pandora, we still have access to Christmas music – real Christmas 
music until January 5th. There should be something special for each day of Christmas. This 
needs more work and research to come up with those things that will be meaningful and will last 
from generation to generation. Here is a first attempt. 
December 25 – Christmas Day 
December 26 – Boxing Day – St. Stephen, First Martyr 
December 27 – Thank You Day – send thank-you cards 
December 28 – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (read Matthew 2:16-18) 
December 29 – Second Batch of Christmas Cookies Day 
December 30 – Shopping after Christmas Sales (moveable!) 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve,  
January 1 – The Name of Jesus (how many names can you list?) 
January 2 – Read again Luke 2, Christmas Story Day 
January 3 – Read Matthew 2:1-12 Visit of the Magi Preparation 
January 4 – Baklava Day 
January 5 – The Last Day of Christmas; Take down all decorations. 
 
Now we are about to plunge into January and the new calendar year of 2021. “Tempus Fugit” 
(Time Flies!) or “Time Marches on” or “Time waits for no one”. Like sands through the 
hourglass, so are the days of our lives. Hah!  
 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can all get the vaccine very soon. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can all worship together again. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can all eat together. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can once again sing together. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can celebrate the lives lost to us but gained by heaven 
in 2020. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we can hold our grandchildren. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that we will not forget what we have endured and that we value 
and cherish those things that make life worth living and finally put away the small things that do 
not really matter. 
My hope and prayer for 2021 is that St. Andrews will arise from the shadow of 2020 and 
embrace a renewed commitment to following Jesus wherever He will lead us. 
 
Bring it on! 
Pastor Craig 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

In looking back over the last four years, St Andrews has been faced with many 
challenges: (1) in 2017 we lost our Pastor (2) we were then placed in a 2 ½ year 
vacancy (3) we were turned down by several Pastors  and  (4) we got hit with a 
pandemic.  Many churches our size might have given up and closed, but St. 
Andrews did not. 
 

Therefore, if I may, I would like to take this opportunity to recognize those who 
have helped St. Andrews along the way: First, the Call Committee, Janet Crosby, Barbara 
Minard, Terry Olin, Gary Reiser, Wayne Kerr and Pastor Tom Harmon.  Over 2 1/2 years, these 
individuals met and put in many hours of work and took time out of their own busy schedules in 
order to find the right Pastor for St. Andrews.  Their efforts were rewarded in December 2019, 
when Pastor Craig Boehlke accepted our call.  Thank you all. 
 

My boards: Gary Reiser (Pres. Elect), Pam Gray (Treasurer), Sylvia Reaser and Marsha Lappin 
(Secretary), Terry Olin, Wayne Kerr, and Kelly Seltmann (Members at Large) Neal Hall, Loren 
Minard, and the late Jim Schiefelbein (Elders), and Debbie Proffitt (Parish Adm.) who held 
everything together.  Many of these individuals have served more than one term.  Thank You. 
 

My commission and group chairmans:  Don Ehling (Outreach), Lori Casey (Christian Educ.), 
Mary Ann Kerr (Parish Fellowship), Karen Hall (Stewardship), Gary Schweitzer (Properties), 
Enid Albrecht  (LWML President), Lois Pagenkopf (Altar Guild) who set up communion and 
flowers each week, Mary Ann Kerr (Dorcas Circle) who made over 60 quilts that were sent to 
Lutheran World Relief, many thanks to them and their committee members, and Lois Staats and 
Georgiana Deffner (Prayer Ministry).  Again, many have served more than one term. Thank you, 
to everyone who has made St. Andrews a success.  
 

I would like to thank you, the congregation of St Andrews, for your spiritual support, moral 
support, the guidance and leadership that you have shown, and for your financial support during 
these stressful times.  I truly say thank you, for without you, St. Andrews would not be what it is. 
 

And last but not least, to Pastor Boehlke and Jennifer who accepted our call, and continue to 
guide and lead us through this pandemic.   For the things that he has done, zoom meetings, 
zoom bible studies, zoom church services, putting his sermons on the web page, reworking the 
web page with Don Ehling and connecting St Andrews with its members. The Lord has truly 
blessed St. Andrews. 
 

The next time that we gather for church, find a member and say thank you, thank you for all that 
you have done and do for St Andrews. 
 

I thank all of you. 
 

Your Out-Going President 
 

Dennis Pagenkopf 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
At the November’s Congregational meeting, a motion was made and passed by the 
congregation to raise $10,000 towards a new L.E.D sign.  The balance of the cost will 
come from the building fund.  This capital campaign will begin January 1st 2021.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Dennis Pagenkopf. 



 4

ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES AND BIBLE STUDY 
We continue to offer a ZOOM worship service every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. and a 

ZOOM bible study on Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor will send out a link each week.  
The ZOOM email doesn’t always show the correct time.  The worship service begins at 10:30 

a.m. every Sunday morning.  The bible study is on Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m.   Just click 
on the link and wait until Pastor lets you in to the ZOOM session.  (If you have any suggestions 

on ways to improve our ZOOM worship &/or bible study, please contact Pastor Boehlke.) 
 

If you can’t make the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday morning, go to the church’s website 
(standrewswichita.org) and watch the recorded service. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will discuss when to resume in-person worship services at their 
January meeting.  If you have any thoughts or comments, please talk to Pastor, Debbie, or the 
new congregation president, Tim Casey.  (Special thanks to Dennis Pagenkopf for serving for 
several years on the board directors, most recently as the congregational  president.) 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP TAKE DOWN THE 
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AND PUT THEM AWAY! 

10 a.m. on Tuesday, January 5. 
 

 
AFTER 30 YEARS OF FULL-TIME WORK AT ST ANDREWS, DEBBIE WILL ONLY BE 

WORKING 15 HOURS PER WEEK IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 
BEGINNING IN 2021.  Her days and work hours will vary depending on 
what needs to be done and what is happening during the week.  At this 
time her plan is to normally work during the morning Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday, but this could change depending on the 
week’s schedule.  If no one is in the office when you call, please leave a 

message on the church answering machine and Debbie will get back with you when she is in 
the office.   If you have an emergency, please call Pastor Boehlke at 1-321-261-1749.   
 
 
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!   Words cannot adequately express my thanks to the board of 
directors and the congregation for the beautiful flower bouquet, crystal cross, coffee mug, and 
Bath & Body Works gift card I received at the end of the December board meeting to celebrate 
my retirement from full-time to part-time work..  As I make this transition, I will continue to ask for 
your continued love and support.  Blessings to all of you!  Debbie (Thank you also to everyone 
that remembered me at Christmas with many wonderful gifts, cards, & well-wishes.  Your 
thoughtfulness was very much appreciated.) 
 
 
IT’S TIME TO SIGN UP TO PROVIDE CHANCEL FLOWERS FOR 2021!  Cost is $30 per 
weekend.   The Altar Guild will take care of purchasing the flowers and arranging them for you.  
Call or email Debbie and let her know which weekends you would like to provide flowers.  She 
will pencil your name in on the chosen dates.   Please don’t pay for any flowers until we 
determine when we will resume in-person worship services. 
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Greetings from the Mite Lady…...  
 

 This month’s featured LWML Mission Grant is 
Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere — $60,000. 
 

 We can think of KFUO as having a unique 
mission. Since 1924, KFUO has been reaching people 
far and wide with the message of Jesus Christ.  
Messages are not only broadcast via various 
technologies and not only to those who are 
incarcerated, live in nursing homes, serve in the 

military, or are home-bound, but also to world-wide mission fields. 
 

 Based in St. Louis, KFUO continues to proclaim the Gospel in new formats by utilizing 
ever-changing technology. The founders grew to realize that they could reach people not only 
through live broadcasts, but also by sending out recorded programs to other stations. Over the 
years, as many people as possible were reached using various types of media: LP records, reel-
to-reel tapes, cassette tapes, CDs, and via satellite. Most recently, they utilize the World Wide 
Web, live-stream, and podcasts. The station is visible on Facebook, and they use Twitter and 
text messaging to communicate. 
 

 KFUO strives to stay connected with listeners of all ages in locations around the globe by 
using the latest cutting-edge platforms available. Currently they use Smart radios, such as 
Alexa, where listeners can ask KFUO questions about broadcasts. They also use a platform 
called “OPAL,” which allows them to have high-quality connections between hosts and guests in 
remote locations. Broadcast Bionics permits KFUO hosts to engage with listeners in live 
programing.  
 

 Funds for this mission grant will make it possible for KFUO to continue purchasing and 
using the newest technology to make the Gospel message available to everyone, including 
children and young adults living in the digital generation. 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised! Your mercy endures forever! You, Lord, 
have made it possible for radio station KFUO to remain relevant and effectively 
engaged with the digital generation. We pray that this mission grant will bear fruit, that 
all might hear Your Word and then minister to others in need. May the Holy Spirit 
increase listeners’ wisdom and knowledge of Your saving grace and love for all 
people. In Your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

Since we are currently not having in-person worship services, please feel free 
to put your mites in a baggie and drop them off at the church office anytime.  
Please put a note in the baggie saying they are LWML Mites.  (You can also 
hold on to them and bring all your mites when we return to in-person worship.) 
Thank you for your continued support during these difficult times.  Your dyno-
mites are waiting for you!! 

 
 
LWML:  I am so grateful to the LWML for the tin of Christmas cookies, and to everyone who 
sent sympathy cards.  My son’s death has been the worst thing that has happened in my life.  
God’s blessing to all of you.   Lois Staats 
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RECYCLE YOUR RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS CARDS!  If you received any 
Christmas cards with pictures showing the Christmas story, please tear the 
cover off and put it in Lori Casey’s box.  The children’s Sunday School 
department will use the cards at a later date. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

DID YOU GET NEW SHEETS FOR CHRISTMAS?   If so, why not donate your old sheets to the 
Dorcas Circle.  They are looking for regular, queen, or king-size sheets to use as liners or backs 
for quilt tops.  Flat sheets are preferred, but they can also use fitted sheets.  Bring them to 
church and leave them in the conference room/library.  If you have any questions, please call 
Mary Ann Kerr.   Thank you for your donations. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CHECK OUT A STORY ABOUT MICHAEL LUNA in the Life Date Winter issue.  Go to 
lutheransforlife.org to download the article.   
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Partners in Mission, 
 

                Warm greetings in the name of the Lord. We pray that all of you had a blessed 
Thanksgiving celebration. The three of us celebrated our Thanksgiving by ourselves this year. 
 Thanks be to God for a blessed family occasion.  Let us all  continue to pray for  those who 
have been affected by the present pandemic. It is our prayer that all of you have a blessed 
Advent and Christmas season. Attached please find our latest newsletter. We thank you again 
for your partnership with the Lord’s mission in Mexico. Your prayers and donations are being 
used by the Lord in a powerful way as disciples are being made throughout the country. God’s 
richest blessings! 
 

“Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep equip you with everything good 
for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 4:20,21) 

 

In Christ, 
Rev. Daniel, Kathy, and Ana Conrad 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
December 16, 2020 
Happy New Year and a Blessed Epiphany! What a tumultuous year 2020 was. We’re so thankful 
for St. Andrew’s prayer and financial support. God has protected Tom and me, our families, and 
the families of the translation teams we work with in Ghana and 
Nigeria from COVID-19. And in spite of some hiccups along the way, 
we’ve been able to make progress in translating the Bible into these 
languages. Please pray that our health would continue to be good, 
and that the work would go well in 2021. 
We pray that St. Andrew’s would continue to proclaim Jesus as “a 
light to reveal God to the nations.” Luke 1:32a  
In Christ, the light of the world, 

Mary 
Mary and Tom Holman 
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HIghlights from the Board Meeting 
 
The board of directors met on Wednesday, December 9 at church.   
 
President Dennis Pagenkopf opened the meeting with prayer.   

 
It was noted that the board did not meet in-person during November due to illness and 
vacations.  However, the board did vote by email to go to on-line worship services beginning on 
November 28/29 due to the high COVID numbers and the demographics of our congregation. 
 
Dennis Pagenkopf will be in charge of the Capital Campaign to raise $10,000 to go towards the 
purchase of a new LED outdoor sign.  This will begin after the first of the year. 
 
Pastor and Jennifer have decided not to go to North Carolina after Christmas due to COVID 
concerns. 
 
Karen Hall resigned as Stewardship director effective at the end of the year so she can take 
over as President-Elect.  Janice Sharp was appointed to take over Karen Hall’s position as 
Stewardship Director beginning January 1. 
 
The board decided to have an in-person worship service on Christmas Eve at 6:30 p.m.  
Attendees will need to wear a mask and social distance.   No other in-person services will be 
held at this time.   The board will discuss this again at their January meeting. 
 
The board voted to pay guest preachers the following amounts: 
1 worship service - $100 
2 worship services - $150 
Bible Classes - $25 each 
Plus mileage of 54.5ȼ per mile. 
 
The board also agreed to Synod allowing the District Conventions to be held in 2021 or 2022 
(depending on COVID restrictions) and the next Synodical convention will take place in 2023.    
 
Mary Ann Kerr announced that the Christmas decorations will be taken down and put away at 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, January 5.  Volunteers will be needed to help with this. 
 
At the end of the meeting the board surprised Debbie Proffitt with a bouquet of roses and lilies, a 
Waterford crystal cross, and a Bath & Body Works gift card to celebrate her retirement from full-
time work at the end of the year.   
 

Unapproved minutes of the 12/9/20 board meeting 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
CONCORDIA ACADEMY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN KICKOFF BANQUET: SAVE THE DATE! Join us at 
Grace Lutheran Church (3310 E Pawnee) on Friday, April 16th from 6:00-8:00PM as we kick off our 
capital campaign with the goal of opening Kansas’s only Lutheran high school in the fall of 2022. There’ll 
be great food, fellowship, entertainment, information, and a keynote address by the Rev. Robert Paul. All 
supporters and potential supporters are welcome! The banquet is cost-free, but tickets are required. To 
reserve your ticket, call, text, or email (316-685-6781; concordiaacademy@gmail.com); or, register on 
our website, www.ConcordiaAcademyWichita.org by April 9, 2021. Hope to see you there! 


