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Leaders continue to monitor the current restriction guidelines for COVID19.  
We will let everyone know when we feel we can safely begin worshipping 
together again and having Bible studies & other activities.  We may begin 
services, Bible classes and activities in different phases.  Plans are still 

being developed and discussed.  If you have any suggestions, please talk to 
Pastor Craig, Debbie, or President Dennis Pagenkopf. 
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In a week April 2020 will be memory.  Not a very good 
memory.  It will be behind us and that will be a good thing.  
Which begs the question; what do we have to look forward to 
in May?  This year, May will look and feel a lot like April, 
somewhat simple and bland, perhaps.  Mother’s Day and 
Memorial Day may come and go and we may not be able to 
attend to those days as we have in the past.  Another 
casualty of the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
Also, of significance in May are two other prominent 
observances: Ascension Day and Pentecost.  Ascension Day 

falls forty days after Easter and Pentecost, as its name indicates is fifty days after Easter.  I am 
thinking that Pentecost may be the Sunday we are able to gather again back in the sanctuary at 
St. Andrews for corporate worship and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper – albeit, under 
somewhat unique safeguards and procedures.  
 
Ascension Day is not often on anyone’s radar.  In several of the congregations I served in the 
past the observance of Ascension Day was rare if not non-existent.  Ascension Day is always on 
a Thursday.  Easter is always on a Sunday and so Ascension Day is always on a Thursday.  
May is often a busy month not only with the other significant days mentioned but also because 
of graduations usually filling up the calendar all falling at about the same time.  It is often difficult 
to squeeze in one more event on a Thursday evening.   
 
However, this year may be very different.  We may be looking for something of significance to 
do on Thursday night, May 21st – an Ascension Day observance could be just the thing!    I am 
also thinking that this year there might even be an even greater affinity to the themes of 
Ascension Day for our observance and celebration.   
 
Jesus has gathered His disciples on a hill.  He is about to ascend into heaven.  The disciples do 
not know this as a fact.  Luke tells us they are asking all the wrong questions as they gathered 
on the hill.   The question that really takes my breath away is the question about when will Jesus 
restore the kingdom to Israel and the corollary to that question in all the minds of the disciples is 
what place of honor has been reserved for me?  Truly amazing that after all they had been 
through in the past several months including the arrest, the trial, the crucifixion, the burial, the 
resurrection and these past forty days; this is the best question they have for Jesus?   
None of the Gospels tell us about the ascension.  Luke is the only one who mentions it in the 
opening of his sequel to his gospel: The Acts of the Apostles.  At the end of Matthew’s gospel, 
we read these words, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Matthew 
ends his gospel with those words.   
 
Jesus is lifted up before the disciples and disappears into the clouds.  The disciples are left 
gazing into the sky.  What now?   
 

So, are we, it seems, thinking what now?  Has Jesus left us alone?  How can we go on without 
corporate worship?  How long do we have to go without celebrating the Lord’s Supper?  
Perhaps there is something to be learned from the Yellow Fever plague of 1793 in Philadelphia, 
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Pennsylvania.  Not aware of how the plague was spread the Lutheran Church continued to hold 
services.  From the book, An American Plague by Jim Murphy, “Church clergy continued to hold 
services, which helped keep up residents' morale. Rev. J. Henry C. Helmuth, who led the city's 
German Lutheran congregation, wrote A Short Account of the Yellow Fever in Philadelphia for 
the Reflecting Christian. He also left a diary. On September 16 he reported that his church was 
"very full" the day before. In one week in October, 130 members of his congregation were 
buried.”  

Prayerfully, we learn from history and we try to do better.   

The disciples looked up and Jesus was gone from their sight – but He was not gone from them.  
It took them a while to figure this out.  It did not happen right away.  What did they have as they 
left down the mountain?  They had each other.  They had the promise of the Holy Spirit who 
would come upon them in a powerful way on Pentecost.  They had their collected memory of 
Jesus and all that He had taught them.  Soon they would be writing the records of their time with 
Jesus and we have those records today, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   

This year, as we gather or however, we gather for our Ascension Day observance we are 
reminded in perhaps a more meaningful and profound way that Jesus may be gone from our 
sight, but He has not left us alone. 

Keep safe,  

See you soon! 

Pastor Craig 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
THE MAY CALENDAR AND SERVERS PAGE are not included in this newsletter.  We will keep 
you up to date if it is determined that we will be resuming worship and/or other activities during 
the month of May. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL  

THE MOTHERS IN OUR CONGREGATION! 

 
 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE has recorded worship services available along with current news.  
Be sure and check www.standrewswichita.org.  Take a few minutes and become a “Partner in 
Ministry” while you are on the website.   Click on “partner in ministry” and complete the 
requested information. 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS NEEDED 
Once we return to worship, we will need individuals/families to sign-up to provide chancel 
flowers for the upcoming weeks.    A few dates have been taken already, but the majority of 
weekends are still empty.   Cost is $30 per weekend.  The Altar Guild will take care of 
purchasing and arranging the flowers.   You are welcome to take the flowers home following the 
Sunday service.   (If you want to sign-up for a weekend, you can call Debbie at 838-0944 to see 
what dates are open.)   

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH LWML       SPRING   2020 
 
     Our society begins each year in the Fall with a salad supper with a 
mission theme. 
 

     In December, we collected cookies and assembled them on plates 
to be taken to the shut-ins of our church congregation for Christmas.  
Our group hosted one congregational dinner during Advent and two 
dinners during Lent before the Wednesday night services as 
fundraisers. 
 

     We have a "Mite Lady" collect mites after the two church services 
on the first weekend of each month.  Our church has been very supportive of the "Mite Lady".  
We try to have a mission dinner each year so everyone can learn more about what is happening 
in the mission fields, especially the ones supported by the LWML. 
 

     We always support Lutheran World Relief.  This last year, the truck was loaded at Risen 
Savior and our church sent 28 school kits, 20 pounds of soap and about 68 handmade quilts.  
We have a quilting group that meets twice a month to make the quilts. 
 

Submitted by Enid Albrecht, President of St. Andrews LWML 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

EGYPT & THE GREAT NILE CRUISE 
 
Join St. Andrews retired pastor Cliff Winter and his wife Lois on their Egypt and the Great Nile 
Cruise tour, March 8-18, 2021.  $3899 includes round trip airfare from Chicago, most meals, 
first-class hotels, guides, private motor coach, transfers, porterage, and all admission fees.  
Cruise the Nile, visit the Pyramids, Sphinx, Valley of the Kings, Cairo, Aswan Dam.  $800 
reserves your place.  More details can be found on the brochure on the bulletin board outside 
the church office or call 316-461-2593 or email loiswinter@yahoo.com 
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Greetings from the Mite Lady…..  
 
 This month’s featured Mission Grant project WIND 
RIVER INDIAN RESERVATION TRANSPORTATION, Fort 
Washakie, Wyoming — $40,000. 
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God (Philippians 4:6) 

 
 With the purchase of a church building near Fort Washakie in the spring of 1978 by the 
LCMS Wyoming District, the mission work with the Shoshone and Arapaho Native American 
tribes began. A large part of this ministry is focused on outreach to the children of the Wind 
River Indian Reservation. Due to the distance from their homes and with transportation options 
being limited, very few children are able to attend the Bible classes in Fort Washakie and 
Crowheart. A suitable vehicle will enable the children to continue the 88-mile round trip to Fort 
Washakie to Sunday school and the 60-mile roundtrip to Crowheart for the “Monday” school. 
These classes are the mission’s best, and in most instances, the only, opportunity to share the 
Gospel of Christ with the children living on the Reservation. 
 
 The children of this high-poverty ethnic area receive few or no opportunities for Christian 
education. Often, there is little involvement from the parents in their children’s education, and 
they make no effort to attend church. However, the parents grant the Wind River Lutheran 
Mission (WRLM) staff permission to pick up their children and take them to Sunday school or 
VBS. There they learn about Jesus, and the children become Christ-bearers, shining their light 
and pointing their families to the Savior. 
 
 In order to accomplish this work, funds are needed to purchase a reliable passenger van 
for the children’s transportation. A van, rather than a school bus, is preferred, as van drivers are 
not required to obtain a special license. Your support of Mission Grant #9, the Wind River Indian 
Reservation Transportation at Fort Washakie, Wyoming, is greatly appreciated.  
 

Loving and gracious Father, we thank You for Your continued blessings on our mite 
offerings. We want to contribute, Father, to the spreading of Your Word through this 
mission grant which will be used to transport children living on the Wind River Indian 
Reservation in Wyoming to Sunday school and Bible classes. Help us to have a giving 
heart, that we may rejoice as the Gospel of Christ is shared with the children on the 
Reservation. Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a 
reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth (Psalm 127:3-
4). We give You, Father, our praise and thanks for Your precious love. Amen 
 

Your continued support of the LWML Mission Grant projects during this time is greatly 
appreciated. Continue to collect your MITES, until we can meet again in person, that first 
weekend of the month. Your dyno-mites are waiting for you!!!    
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Congratulations Steven! 
 
ST. ANDREWS ONLY GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR THIS 
SPRING is Steven Proffitt.  He will be graduating from South High 
School.  His commencement ceremony was originally scheduled to take 
place on May 11, however due to COVID19 all USD259 commencement 
ceremonies have been canceled this year.   If you have time, please 
send him a card or note of congratulations.  His address is 171 N 
McComas, Wichita, KS 67203.    He hopes to begin an automotive 
program at Butler Community College this fall. 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

HIghlights from the Board Meeting 
 
The board did not meet in April due to the stay-at-home order. 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

LeadAChild World-Wide Update 

During this pandemic, all of the educational project sites that LeadaChild supports are closed 
until further notice from their government officials. 
 
This situation is a far greater challenge in the developing countries where we work since many 
experience subsistence living and have no government relief available. 
 
Keep all of them in your prayers...and when you are able, continue to send in your financial gifts 
so that when the school doors are once again open, we can continue our support of these 
transformational ministries. 

 
Easter Greetings in Christ! 
 
During these unusual and uncertain times, your donation that you sent in to LeadaChild is 
especially meaningful... thank you. 
I pray that your ministry in Wichita is flourishing - even when you cannot come together in face-
to-face worship.  God loves to do great things when it seems our hands are tied behind our 
backs! 
 
Blessings, 
Dr. Phil 
Dr. Philip Frusti 
Executive Director, LeadaChild 
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Orphan Grain Train Warehouse Update 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

 I loved serving as a pastor and the thing I loved the most and miss the most since retirement is 
the privilege of standing in the pulpit on Easter Sunday and proclaiming “He is Risen” and 
having the congregation respond, almost like an echo, “He is Risen Indeed!”  Remembering and 
sharing that glorious truth today still gives me goose bumps.  You know that’s really what we are 
about in the church as through word and deed we join in echoing that message. We at OGT 
Wichita play our part in making that truth tangible by the mission we have accepted of 
responding with the love of Jesus in assistance and help those in need. 
 

I thought you might appreciate a bit of an update about our mission. We are officially closed 
through the end of the month and not inviting people to bring donations to the warehouse. 
Depending upon the coronavirus updates we will make a decision about what we should do 
after that point. I will let you know. We have not been totally inactive. On April 2 The Sedgwick 
County Emergency Management Office picked up 738 new hospital scrubs which will be 
distributed through the United Way to first responders, medical staff, and area nursing homes 
and clinics. The scrubs came to us as just a part of the items that came from the uniform store 
that closed in Leavenworth. 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and the support you have given to OGT Wichita. 
Let’s keep the echo going.  He Is Risen!......... 
 

Jeff Crane 
Branch Manager 
OGT Wichita 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dear Members of St. Andrews, 

Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord. On behalf 
of ourselves and the Lutheran Synod of Mexico we thank 
you for your donation of $127.78 to this vital mission. We 
have decided to stay on in Mexico during the corona virus 
pandemic. Unfortunately Kathy’s father contracted the 
virus and passed away last Thursday. Due to the danger 
of contagion from this virus, we were not able to return to 
the states and be with family for the funeral service during 
this time. The family is planning a memorial service for a 
later date. Times like these are very difficult but we give 
thanks to the Lord for strengthening us with the promise of 
the resurrection. Dan’s classes via ZOOM continue on and 
the semester will culminate this week. The national church 
is planning worship services that all can access via the 
ZOOM application. Thus, the Word of the Lord continues 
onward in Mexico. We thank you again for your support 
and prayers, Be assured that all of you are in our prayers 
as well. God’s richest blessings! 
 
In Christ,     Rev. Daniel, Kathy, and Ana Conrad 
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Gifts can be mailed to Fairmount Ministries at 3815 E. 17th St. N., Wichita, KS 67208. 
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NEWS FROM TOM & MARY HOLMAN 
 
April 21, 2020 
 

For some time now, I have been using Skype over the internet to work 
with the Waja translation team in the time between our visits to Nigeria. 
The quality of that connection together with intermittent electricity on 
their end presents challenges to our communication. Unfortunately, the 
team has now fallen behind in meeting its goals, so I have resorted to 
scheduling more work sessions via Skype to help them get caught up. 
 
Today they informed me that the first cases of COVID-19 have been 
found in the Waja area in Nigeria. People have been told to stay home 
and practice social distancing (which goes against the norms of social 
interaction). In the past, when the two Waja translators and I would 

check their translation by Skype, they would come together in their office, located in the district 
church building. 
 
Both Pastor Habila and Pastor Danladi have computers with Skype and modems for a phone 
network connection. However, Pastor Danladi cannot remember his Skype password! Pray for 
wisdom about the best way to work together, and for the internet and phone network 
connections to be good.  
 
Also, please pray for the people of Nigeria and Ghana in particular, and Africa in general. The 
coronavirus could have a devastating effect there. 
 
Thank you for your prayers! We pray that you also are safe and well, and that you’re keeping 
connected with your brothers and sisters in Christ, family, and friends.  
 

Mary 
Mary and Tom Holman 

Contact us: 

Mailing Address: 7611 36th Ave. North #215, New Hope, MN 55427  

Phones: Mary: 763-218-0506; Tom: 651-726-4581  

E-mail addresses: Tom_Holman@wycliffe.org       Mary_Holman@wycliffe.org 

*Members of Wycliffe Bible Translators, Box 628200, Orlando, FL 32862, 1-800-Wycliffe. Visit our Wycliffe Page: 

Wycliffe.org/partner/Holmans 
Associate Members of Lutheran Bible Translators, PO Box 789, Concordia, MO 64020, 1-800-532-4253. Visit our LBT Page: 

http://us.lbt.org/project/tom-mary-holman 
To give by check, please include a separate note stating: “Preference for the Wycliffe/LBT ministry of Tom and Mary Holman” 
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Homebound Members 
 

Betty Blair 
Don Blalack 

Bob & Georgiana Deffner 
Betty Griffin 

Mable Hammond 
Elenor Helmke 

 
 
 

 
 

     MAY Birthdays  

06 Katharine Rue 
10 Minnie Wegerle 
11 Noah Crosby 
12 Tiffany Nickel 
15 Marvin Edgington 
19 Greg Fowler 
20 Terry Olin 
23 Mable Hammond 
 Elaine Kruse 
24 Trenton Albrecht 
26 Phil Schiefelbein 
28 Tiffany Thompson 
 

 

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 

May 6 – Dennis & Lois Pagenkopf 
May 21 – Allen & Deborah Reever 

May 23 – Neal & Karen Hall 
May 24 – Pastor Craig & Jennifer Boehlke 

May 30 – Ethan & Kelsey Beale 
May 31 – Herschel & Wanda Loepp 

 
 
 
 

 
MAY Baptismal Anniversaries 
May 2 – Zach Proffitt 
May 3 – Phil Schiefelbein 
May 25 – Savannah Proffitt 
May 31 – Trenton Albrecht 
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GOD’S DOLLARS – March 2020 
 

Monthly Revenue  Youth Ministry  
Regular Offerings 14,167 Youth Activities 0 

Facility Use 40 Dist. Gathering 0 
Interest Income 82   
Misc. Income 0 Church Properties  

  Repair/Maintenance 137 
EXPENDITURES  Utilities 1327 

Missions  Office Supplies 0 
District/Synod 568 Postage 165 

Tom & Mary Holman 142 Copier Expenses 98 
Rev. Daniel Conrad 142 Insurance 0 
Luth Student Center 142   
LeadaChild CCCS 142 Christian Education  

  Sunday School 0 
  Jr. Confirmation 0 
    

Outreach    
Advertising 0   

Cong. Missionaries 0 Parish Fellowship  
  Monthly Activities 0 

Wages & benefits  Kitchen Supplies 58 
Staff Wages 8729 JOY Party 0 

Employee Benefits 2714   
Payroll Taxes 249 Stewardship  
Auto mileage 0 Offering Envelopes 0 

    
Worship & C.A.    
Worship Supplies 235 Total Monthly 

Expenditures 
15,367 

Altar Guild 44 YTD Expenditures 50,352 
Organist 250   

Saturday Musician 150 YTD  Reg. offerings 
received 

37,828 

Copyright Licenses 75   
    

Board of Elders  Total Revenue for 
2020 

38,227 

Care Notes & Cards 0   
Staff Expenses 0   

    
    
    

 
This is a partial listing of funds spent during the month. 

If you would like a complete financial report for the month, please contact the church office. 
 


