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MAKING YOUR CHURCH SAFE 

“Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruc-

tion for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.” Philippians 1:27-28 (NASB) 
 

 In recent weeks we have read of allegations of sexual abuse in some Southern Baptist churches. A 
Texas newspaper, listed 700 instances and named both perpetrators and congregations. The sad thing is 
that some congregations actually reinstated some people in positions of leadership after they had been 
caught in abuse. I am writing today to defend those who have performed the indefensible, nor do I write 
to contradict anything written in the new article. I simply want to address the problem at the ground level. 

 How does a church miss the telltale signs of sexual abuse? Perhaps it is because we are so  
frequently looking for volunteers that we do not ‘vet’ them properly. Every person who has a role of  
leadership within our congregations who is dealing with infants, children or teenagers needs to undergo  
a background check. Any church who neglects to do so is, in effect, asking sexual predators to take  
advantage of them. But a church needs to go farther than this.   

 Many sexual predators have been caught in these behaviors in the past, but because of plea bar-
gaining, they have pled to a lesser charge than child abuse. So when doing background checks, one must 
even investigate misdemeanor apprehensions. Today there are organizations who partner with churches to 
help them achieve a higher degree of competency in terms of detecting problem areas before they take 
place. When we do everything we can we protect children first, and in so doing, we protect the local New 
Testament congregation. 

 A few months ago, I wrote an article discussing these and other considerations. As a result, some 
of our congregations have subscribed to Church Alliance (an arm of the Alliance defending freedom) at a 
discounted rate. Now member churches of the KNCSB are being afforded the opportunity to access re-
sources that will help your congregation assure the safety of children and youth in your midst and protect 
the church from facing the prospect of having the name of the church sullied by abuse. If you go online to 
kncsb.org there is a link to Ministry Safe. The annual fee to join this organization is $250.00 per year, 
however, if you utilize the following code (KNCSB2019) you will see a description of all the membership 
affords you and you can purchase the membership for $150.00. A Big thank you is due our KNCSB staff 
for their timely and persistent help in the keeping the Bride of Christ pure. Don’t miss out on the oppor-
tunity to get these tools for protection. 
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Purpose of South Central Association of Southern Baptists.  The South Central Association of Southern  

Baptists (SCASB) exists to resource its member congregations in ways that will enable them to fulfill their unique, 

God-given vision for reaching the lost, developing disciples and leaders, and being involved in missional  

partnerships. 

            There is another consideration I believe that is most essential. Dear folks, in recent years we 
have been overly concern with the church growth movement and I fear we have not been nearly as  
concerned as we should have been with the growth of disciples. No one in Nashville or Alpharetta can 
develop Biblical disciples in South Central Kansas, like Godly believers that are already here. There 
will be action at the national level, but no action is nearly effective as the action of a New Testament 
church holding their members accountable to walk in a manner that is worthy of our Master. If we walk 
in His Spirit, we will not fulfill the lusts of our flesh. It must be our task to help believers make the vital 
connection between faith and behavior. As we walk in a circumspect manner, the world will have less 
fodder for their blasphemy of our Lord, and the false accusations will roll off us like water off of a 
duck’s back. Let’s do all we can do to make our churches a place of genuine safety from the abuses so 
prevalent in our world today. Let’s endeavor to make our congregations the safest place in our commu-
nity for children and youth. 

Loving Him, Serving You,  

Tom 

100% of your gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

provide support for more than 5,000 North American missionaries.   

A Mission Field in Need of Hope:  The North American Mission Board and its missionaries serve a 

diverse and complex region.   

    ●  United States, Canada and U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa 

    ●  363 million people;  ●  350 languages;  ●  14 + religions;  ●  273 million estimated lost. 

 

“The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is much more than an offering envelope and an annual missions 

giving emphasis.  When people give to the offering, 100 percent of their gift goes to support the North 

American Mission Board’s ‘Send North America’ strategy of planting more churches to push back the 

lostness in North America.  Time and again our missionaries relate how the offering is essential to their 

service.  They know that behind each penny given, there is a Southern Baptist who believes in what they 

do and are affirming the need to equip them to share the gospel with those who need a Savior.”
1 
 

 

How Your Gifts Equip and Encourage North American Missionaries:  $5 Bus fare for travel in the 

local community; $25 Meal with an unreached person; $85 Subscriptions for training resources; $100 

Anniversary gift for a missionary couple.  For more information go to www.anniearmstrong.com.   
 
1
Bob Mills, KNCSB Executive Director 

National Goal:  $70 Million 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/resource/annie-armstrong-easter-offering-logo/


Plan now to attend KNCSB  

PowerUp  

VBS Training Clinic 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 

9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Webster Conference Center 

Salina, KS 
 

Register on line at 

https://kncsbevents.org/ 
 

COST:  $15 per person 

Breakout Workshops:  Corralling the Herd; Lions, Meerkats, Sloths and Zebras; Connecting with 

Parents and Helping Parents Connect; Decorating On a Dime; Creating a Buzz; Keeping the Bible 

Central in VBS; and Connecting Learning Through Rotations.  The Topeka LifeWay Christian 

Bookstore will be at PowerUp, Salina with “In The Wild” materials available for a discount and  

money back to each church’s association. 

 

The KNCSB brochure with complete online registration information available in your church office, 

or see your 2019 VBS Director.  Registration deadline is March 25, 2019.   

 

Kid’s Camp 2019 - June 10-14 at WCC, Salina 

 

 

 

 

 

South East & South Central Associations Regional Leadership  

Conference Saturday, May 4, 2019 at FSBC, Coffeyville, KS 
For complete information and to register (no charge) go to:   https://sechurchleadership.eventbrite.com  

 

Who can go to camp?  Camp is for those who are currently in 

grades 3—6 this school year (2018-2019). 

 

What is the cost of camp?  The cost is $170 per person 

(camper or sponsor).  This includes a $5 increase from WCC.  

The registration fee covers the cost of room and board at WCC, 

insurance, a T-shirt, and program costs. 

Theme:  “The Greatest Life on Earth”  Every child and sponsor attending camp must fill out a 

registration form which also includes the Challenge Course Form.  A medical release form must 

also be filled out and signed by a parent of guardian for each child attending.  Check with your 

church office or pastor for registration form and complete information 

 

CHURCHES PLEASE NOTE:  Webster Conference Center now requires that criminal back-

ground checks be ran on all adults serving at children’s events (like Kid’s Camp) at their 

facility.  One source for background checks is MinistrySafe.com.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+circus+tent&id=54A3A379B7B67C1B187BE75FC13250B5259DC6C1&FORM=IQFRBA
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March  

3-10     Week of Prayer for North American  

             Missions and Annie Armstrong   

             Easter Offering 

6-7       Missionary/Staff Leadership Team Mtg. 

            at Baptist Building, Topeka 

7          Executive Committee Mtg., Baptist Bldg. 

8          Mission Board Mtg., TBA 

8-9       Man Up Conference, WCC 

10        Daylight Savings Time Begins 

14        Pastors Fellowship, Noon, David Gibbs host. 

17        SBC Church Planting Emphasis Sunday 

29-31   Eagle Retreat, WCC 

April 

4          WCC New Board Member Orientation,  

            WCC 

5          WCC Board Meeting, WCC 

6          KNCSB PowerUp VBS, WCC  

7          SBC Cooperative Program Sunday 

8          Administrative Team Meeting, 

            7:00 PM at  FBC, Douglass,         

11        Pastors Fellowship, 6:30 PM 

12-13   GLOW for Girls Grade 1-6 & Mothers, WCC 

15        Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 PM          

            at SCASB Office Building 

21        Easter Sunday 
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May 

2         SBC National Day of Prayer 

4         South East & South Central Associations 

           Regional Leadership Conference. 

           At First Southern, Coffeyville, KS   
              No Registration Fee 

              8:30 AM—3:00 PM, Lunch provided. 

5         Webster Conf. Center Sunday 

9         Pastors Fellowship, Noon  

12        Mother’s Day 

27        Memorial Day, Office Closed 

31-6/1 Y.E.S. Retreat, WCC 

04  Becky Lynn         20  Ryan & Sasha   

11  Blake Orr                     Lewis 

13  Connie Graber    22  Tiffany  

15  Kathy Neff                    Gillespie 

Sunday, March 10 

“Spring Ahead” 


