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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Prepare a way for the Lord! 

Clear a pathway! 

The valleys and mountains will be leveled, 

Everyone will see it. 

Prepare a way for the Lord! 

Clear a pathway! 

 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISMS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water is poured. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
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By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                    “We Are Called”                                        ELW 720 

 

LITANY OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER 

The people were buzzing: 

Just who is this teacher? 

They wondered and asked, 

Could he be the Messiah? 

But John was insistent 

That he was the servant. 

I baptize with water. 

Another will follow. 

One who is greater. 

He’ll baptize with fire! 

The Son is soon coming 

To gather the righteous! 

For all the people 

To judge them with mercy! 

It’s time to get ready 

To welcome the Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, with joy and awe we praise you for claiming us as your sons and 

daughters, and for pouring your Holy Spirit upon us. Help us to prepare this earth for your glory, 

and shine your light on all your faithful children, for the sake of the one whose birth and baptism 

brought renewal and transformation to this world, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

PREPARATION READING: Psalm 51:6-17 
6You desire truth in the inward being; 

therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 

heart. 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones 

that you have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out 

all my iniquities. 

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put 

a new and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, 

and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 

sustain in me a willing spirit. 
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will return to you. 



14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God 

of my salvation, and my tongue will sing 

aloud of your deliverance. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will 

declare your praise. 

16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I 

were to give a burnt offering, you would not 

be pleased. 
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise. 

And what should we do? 

Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 

 

FOCUS READING:  Luke 3:1-22 

Narrator: In the fifteenth year of the reign 

of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler 

of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 

of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 

written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah,  

Isaiah: The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. Every valley shall be 

filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Narrator: John said to the crowds that came 

out to be baptized by him,  

John: You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 

say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 

 

Narrator: And the crowds asked him,  

Crowds: What then should we do? 

Narrator: In reply he said to them,  

John: Whoever has two coats must share 

with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise. 

Narrator: Even tax collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him,  

Tax Collectors: Teacher, what should we 

do? 

Narrator: He said to them,  

John: Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you. 

Narrator: Soldiers also asked him,  

Soldiers: And we, what should we do? 

Narrator: He said to them,  

John: Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages. 

Narrator: As the people were filled with 

expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying,  

John: I baptize you with water; but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire. 

 



Narrator: So, with many other exhortations, 

he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked 

by him because of Herodias, his brother’s 

wife, and because of all the evil things that 

Herod had done, added to them all by 

shutting up John in prison. Now when all the 

people were baptized, and when Jesus also 

had been baptized and was praying, the 

heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven,  

Voice: You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

We are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “Wade in the Water”                                     ELW 459 
 

CONFESSION OF BAPTISM  (From Luther’s Small Catechism) 

How can water do such great things? 

Clearly the water does not do it, but the word of God, which is with and alongside the water, and 

faith, which trusts this word of God in the water. For without the word of God the water is plain 

water and not a baptism, but with the word of God it is a baptism, that is, a grace-filled water of 

life and a "bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit," as St. Paul says to Titus in chapter 3, "through 

the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.”  

The saying is sure. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You invite us to open our hearts to your message of transformation, but it is still up to us to do so. 

Give us courage to take the plunge into a life of service, with all its surprises and challenges. God 

of power, 

Hear our prayer. 

Show us how to serve you in our jobs, responsibilities and leisure so that our daily lives reflect the 

restored relationship which we have with you. God of power, 

Hear our prayer. 

Your creative might could raise children from stones. Teach us to regard all that you have made 

with awe, and likewise to care for it with diligence and love. God of power, 

Hear our prayer. 

Not every disease or ailment is visible, nor is sickness always a physical experience. Heal those 

things which plague our minds and spirits as well as our bodies and restore us to wholeness in you. 

Be with those whose names we bring before you today… God of power, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Here other petitions may be offered. 



With all your saints we praise you, in this life and the next, remembering the amazing things you 

have done for us. God of power, 

Hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to 

you through your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: You taught us that whoever has two coats can share with those who have none. Bless 

these gifts which we offer and multiply them so that no one needs to go without basic necessities, 

and so that all may thrive in your love. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                       “Go, Make Disciples”                                    ELW 540 

 

POSTLUDE 

 



 

Welcome to Worship at Central Whether this is your first visit or your lifelong 

church home, we welcome all to God’s house so we may receive together His grace 

and love as we hear His words of forgiveness. If you are worshiping with us for the 

first time, please introduce yourself so that we may get to know you better.  

 

Participants in Today’s Services 

 

Pastor: Rolf Morck  

Pianist/Organist: Joanne Erickson 

Vocalists: Michelle Alexander; David Plagenz 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 we read, “...encourage one another and build each other up.”  Families 

and individuals as members and those served in mission by Central who are remembered in 

prayer this week: Scott and Robin Anderson, Zachary and Zoey; Steven Anderson; Steele 

Anderson; Thomas and Kristine Anderson; Shelly Anibas, McKenzie Akina, Abagail and Isabelle 

Johnson; Kirstin and Edward Arthur, Cole Richards, Layton and Gage; Deanna Bauer 

 

2021 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin board by the office for sign up. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes are available on the table in the hallway ~ please remember to pick 

yours up today.  

 

Sunday, January 10 – Worship @ 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, January 11 – Council Meeting @ 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 13 – Devotional Worship @ 6 p.m. 

Sunday, January 17 – Worship/HC @ 9 a.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Status 

January 2021 

Offerings 

Rec’d 

Borrowed to meet  

expenses: 

Last Week $370 $0 

Month to Date $370 Attendance: 

Average Monthly Expenses $22,000  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
 Giving by Text – Here’s How: 

1. Central’s “Giving by Text” number is 715-941-4454. 

2. For example:  text “25”.  This is your gift amount - $25.  To give towards Sunday 

School, enter amount, space and SS.   

3. The first time you will immediately get a link to add the info for your debit or 

credit card. 

4. Next time you text to Central’s “Giving by Text” number you enter amount (and 

code if giving to other than operational).  

 Giving by GivePlus App – Here’s How: 
1.    Download the GivePlus app from your app store.  Find Central Lutheran Church 
and follow directions.  

Giving by PayPal – Here’s How: 
1.    Visit our website at www.centralmondovi.org and click on “Online Giving”.  If 
giving to other than operational, please put correct fund in the “add a note” 
section. 


