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Dairyland Conference 
WELCA Newsletter 

 

February 2022 

Morning of Renewal 
 

After a three-year absence the Dairyland Conference will hold the Morning of 

Renewal on April 20, 2022 at Sabylund* Lutheran near Stockholm.  Our guest 
speakers, Jeanne Anderson and Jaclyn McFadyen, will present “Hats Off to 
Music!” 
 
The terms of the Dairyland Conference board members expire in April—
Coordinator, Co-Coordinator, Secretary, Financial Secretary and SWO Rep.  If 
you, or someone you know, would like to serve on the conference board in 
one of these positions, please contact any of our current board members 
listed in this newsletter. 
 
More details about the Morning of Renewal are available on the enclosed 
registration form.  Many thanks to Sabylund* for hosting the event this year! 
 
*People always mispronounce Sabylund.  It's Saby (rhymes with maybe) lund.    “Saby” derives 

from a place in Sweden and “lund” was chosen for the grove of pine trees sheltering the church. 

 

Dairyland Conference Board 
 

Coordinator: Kimberly Vlcek 

S9695 Luer Road 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 

(715) 577-7198 

vlcekkr@yahoo.com 

 

Co-Coordinator: 

 Stephanie Rumstick 

N46265 Co. Rd. O 

Osseo, WI  54758 

(715) 694-2425 

ror@tcc.coop 

 

Secretary: Vicki Amundson 

842 N 8th St 

Black River Falls, WI  54615 

(715) 284-9134 

vamundson6928@charter.net 

 

Financial Secretary:  

Linda Schaefer 

18305 Park Ridge Rd 

Whitehall, WI  54773 

(715) 538-4875 

lin.lea@hotmail.com 

 

Mission Action: Marnie Anderson 

18169 Anderson Street 

Whitehall, WI  54773 

(715) 538-2255 

marnieart@hotmail.com 

 

SWO Conference Rep:  

Jean Larson 

N47588 Norden Ridge Road 

Eleva, WI  54738 

(715) 287-3356 

davejeanlarson@tcc.coop 

 

 

 

Email vlcekkr@yahoo.com if you 

would like to have something 

included in the next newsletter. 
 

 

Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

The Women of the ELCA Chippewa Valley (CV) Conference has scheduled their 

annual retreat at Luther Park on June 8-9, 2022.  This reflects two changes from 

past retreats.  First, Luther Park staff offered to host the women’s retreat during 

June when the counselors will be at the park and will be able to be a part of the 

event!  We have missed having the counselors a part of the retreat during the past 

several years.  Second, since last year’s retreat with CV was so successful, the 

Dairyland Conference Board agreed to again invite members to the CV event, 

instead of holding a separate retreat.  It’s a win-win all around!  The retreat 

registration form and more information about the retreat is included with this 

newsletter.  Hope to see you there!! 
 

In the month of February, when we celebrate the holiday of 

Valentine’s Day, how can we celebrate the love of Christ that is 

boundless?  How can we share this love with our families, 

friends, congregations, community, and the world?  When we 

see the “I love you” on candy hearts, may we remember that 

Jesus has written these words on the hearts of all of us.  That we have been made to be in 

relationship with each other and the world God made.  May we see that every day is a day 

to celebrate and share this love.  The love that is freely given to us through our faith in 

Jesus Christ.  In the One Body in Christ, we are all members in mutual support and 

service, bringing his love to a world in great need. 

 

Luke Pederson, SAM, Trinity of Norden and Good Shepherd 

 

mailto:davejeanlarson@tcc.coop
mailto:vlcekkr@yahoo.com
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SWO Meeting 
 

The Synodical Women’s Organization will meet the afternoon of June 9 (following the 

Women’s Retreat) at Luther Park.  The main purpose of the meeting will be to hold 

election of officers to the SWO Board in 2022.  Vacancies that need to be filled include:  

the office of the President and Dairyland Conference Representative.  If interested contact 

Dawn Olson, dawndoug41@yahoo.com 

 

 

WELCA Mission Statement 
 

To mobilize women to act 
boldly on their faith in Jesus 

Christ 
 

WELCA Purpose Statement 
 

As a community of women 
created in the image of God, 
called to discipleship in Jesus 
Christ and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit; we commit 
ourselves to grow in faith, 

affirm out gifts, support one 
another in our callings, engage 

in ministry and action, and 
promote healing and wholeness 

in the church, the society and 
the world. 

 

 

 

Resources: 
womenoftheelca.org 

nwswiswo.org 

facebook.com/WomenoftheNorthwest

Synod/ 

 

 

 

“Hole in the Barn Door” 

The quilt block in our 

newsletter heading, “Hole in 

the Barn Door,” represents 

the farming heritage of the 

Dairyland Conference and 

honors the thousands of quilts 

made by the people of our 

church communities. 

Dairyland Conference Goals 
 

For the past four years, I have served as Coordinator for the Dairyland Conference.  My 

experience with the Dairyland Conference in the past was helping to coordinate the annual 

women’s retreat, so I knew I would need a lot of guidance in this new position.  As a 

board, we decided to set goals to help give us direction where to spend our energies and 

resources.  Two significant occurrences during this time impacted our work as a board. 
 

Lori Wells was elected SWO President and came into office with a good deal of initiative, 

motivation, and innovation.  As a result of Lori’s direction, our Conference goals included 

publish a Conference newsletter two to four times a year, visit/meet with each individual 

church in the conference, and update conference contacts lists and add email address.  

Also, under the new SWO leadership, the Dairyland Conference hosted one of the Fall 

Enrichment events, the Conference SWO Representative and Coordinator regularly 

attended SWO board meetings, and contributed to, edited, and published the new 

Northwester as an electronic newsletter. 
 

The second event that impacted our board’s work, of course, was the pandemic.  SWO, 

conference, and congregational activities and events were cancelled. As a board, we could 

not meet in person or with conference members so we began reaching out to each 

women’s group by phone to learn how members and churches were coping and what we 

could do to support them.  A summary of those contacts is included on page 3 of this 

newsletter.  It wasn’t ideal for getting to know the groups; however, we learned a good 

deal about members of the Dairyland Conference and how generous and resilient people 

are in difficult times. 
 

As we begin meeting again in larger groups in the Conference and SWO, and as we learn 

to live with Covid, I hope the Dairyland Conference Board will continue to work on these 

goals and set some new ones. 
 

Kim Vlcek, Dairyland Conference Coordinator 

What’s Coming up Around the Dairyland Conference? 

Lutefisk & Meatball Supper  
February 19, 2022 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church 
W16316 CTH-OO, Osseo 

 

Take Out Only 
Advance reservations required. 

 

Call Becky Rongstad 715-694-2181 
for reservations or questions. 

 

Salad Luncheon 

May 4 at noon 
Osseo Evangelical Lutheran 

N50351 Harmony St, Osseo 
 

Speaker:  Pam Pralle 
selzpralledairy.com 

 

Call the church at 715-597-3213 

if you would like to attend. 
 

150th Anniversary Celebration 
June 26th 

Trinity of Norden Lutheran 
S367 CTH-Y, Mondovi 

 
Worship - 10:30 AM 

Dinner - 11:30 (meatballs, 
chicken) Program - 1:00 PM  

(pastors, barbershop quartet, 
Norwegian Hardanger fiddle) 

Cake and Coffee 
 

mailto:dawndoug41@yahoo.com
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://www.nwswiswo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WomenoftheNorthwestSynod/
http://www.facebook.com/WomenoftheNorthwestSynod/
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The Dairyland Conference is Thriving! 
 

On February 4, 2022, the death toll from COVID-19 hit 900,000 in the United States.  

There is no denying this disease has impacted our lives, congregations, and communities 

in ways too numerous to list.  No one has been immune from it.  But as we enter the third 

year of the pandemic, we have found women’s groups and congregations of the Dairyland 

Conference are not just surviving but thriving and learning to live in “the new normal.” 
 

Congregations are holding worship in person, as drive up, outdoors when weather permits, 

live streaming, on the radio or local TV, on Facebook via video recording, or some 

combination of these.  Some have had in house or drive by dinners, baptisms, funerals, 

and other celebrations.  Church councils are meeting and continuing to carry out the 

business, mission, and ministry of their congregations.  Women’s groups are meeting in 

person and by Zoom.  Youth education programs and activities continue to happen.  As 

reflected in the following summary from the Dairyland Conference women’s groups, the 

pandemic has certainly taught us to think differently, make changes and work together. 
 

Peace at Pigeon Falls broadcasts their in-person worship online and local TV each 

Sunday.  They have seen their WELCA group attendance as they made Zoom an option.  

Their theme for the year is Creation Care.  Taylor does not have regular services so take 

advantage of Peace’s TV broadcast.  Although Immanuel Lutheran in Strum has decided 

not to hold the annual Prayer Breakfast this year, they have started a monthly study group 

based on the series, “Encouraging One Another.” 
 

Several women’s groups have held “bakeless” bake sales and raffles during this time to 

carry on with fundraising for their mission work.  Our Saviour’s in Whitehall meets with 

Grace at Pleasantville for Bible Study.  After deciding not to hold their luncheon to raise 

money for the scholarship fund, a large memorial donation was received given to 

replenish the fund.  People continued to donate supplies for LWR mission kits and 80 

were assembled and sent off.  Northfield Lutheran reported their church services and 

women’s group meetings have continued but are smaller than pre-pandemic. 
 

Pleasant Valley women continue to make quilts.  The congregation built an outdoor 

pavilion in their park east of the church building and held worship services outdoors last 

year while weather was warm and changed to drive up when the weather turned colder.  

Sermons from worship services are posted on Facebook weekly.  The annual Fall Bazaar 

last October was held in the park and well attended.  Pleasant Valley was able to resume 

their ministry at the Chippewa Valley Correctional Treatment Facility in July 2021, with a 

brief interruption in January 2022 when there was a Covid-19 outbreak at the prison.   
 

Osseo Evangelical Lutheran holds two services each Sunday and one on Wednesday 

evening. Sunday School is being held and the children are providing music for worship 

services.  Their annual salad luncheon is scheduled for May 4, with speaker Pam Pralle.  

King’s Valley reported their women’s group meetings, activities and events are on hold 

for the time being.  Trinity of Norden holds in-person worship services and their women’s 

group is continuing their quilting.  Trinity celebrates their sesquicentennial on June 26. 
 

Elk Creek Lutheran continues to hold in-person worship services and the women’s group 

is meeting, serving for funerals, and making plans for their Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner 

on February 19 and for a bridal show on June 11.  Their youth group held a pancake 

breakfast to raise funds to attend Recharge in March. 
 

The women of the Dairyland Conference are thriving—and it would take something 

greater than a pandemic to stop our women from quilting! 

 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

 March 9-13, 2022 
May 11-15, 2022 
Quilting Retreats 
Luther Park, Chetek 
 

 March 25-26, 2022 
Youth Recharge 
Luther Park, Chetek 
 

 March 26, 2022 
Walking Together, online 
http://nwswi.org/walking-
together-epic 
 

 April 8, 2022 
Aspire Women’s Event 
Valleybrook Church 
Eau Claire 
 

 April 20, 2022 
Morning of Renewal 
Sabylund Lutheran, 
Stockholm 
 

 April 30, 2022 
Work Day 
Luther Park, Chetek 

 

 April 30, 2022 
Synod Assembly, online or 
Trinity Lutheran, Eau Claire 
 

 June 8-9, 2022  
Chippewa Valley Women’s 
Retreat, Luther Park, 
Chetek 
 

 June 9, 2022 
SWO Meeting 
Luther Park, Chetek 
 

 June 25-26, 2022 
150th Anniversary 
Celebration, Trinity of 
Norden, Mondovi 

 

 September 2023 
Triennial Convention and 
Gathering, Phoenix, AZ 
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8:30 am  Registration and coffee 
9:30 am  Meeting and Program 
12 noon  Lunch 

Directions to Sabylund Lutheran from Mondovi:  

Take US-10W thru Durand (16.2 miles); left on Cty 

Hwy P/Cty Rd P (3.3 miles); left on Cty Rd N/Cty Hwy D 

(2.1 miles); right on Cty Hwy SS/Cty Rd SS (1.8 miles); 

right on Cty Hwy D/Cty Hwy SS (8.3 miles); straight on 

Cty Rd CC (.5 mile); straight on County Rd J (.75 mile). 

(or use Google Maps!) 

Dairyland Conference-Morning of Renewal 
Wednesday, April 20,2022 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Women of the ELCA are encouraged to attend!!  Elections for the offices of all 
conference board positions will be held so it’s important that your church unit be 
represented by a delegate.  Please give prayerful consideration to serving in one of 
these positions on the board. 
 

For the health and welfare of all attending, wearing a mask is recommended. 
 

Each unit is asked to send an offering payable to “Women of 
the ELCA” along with your registration.  This will be used to 
help defray expenses for this event, and any remaining balance 
will be divided between the SWO and a charity chosen by 
Sabylund Lutheran’s WELCA group.  In addition, donations of 
quilts will be received. 
 
Registration fee is $13.00/person.  Because the lunch is being 
catered, registrations are due April 13, 2022—late registrations 
will not be accepted.  Please send one registration form for 
your church and make checks payable to WELCA.  Use the back 
of the form for additional registrants.  Mail to:  Linda Schaefer, 
18305 Park Ridge Rd, Whitehall, WI  54773.  For questions 
contact Kim Vlcek at 715-577-7198 or vlcekkr@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

Registration form (list additional registrants on the back). 
Registrations are transferrable, but not refundable. 

Registration is due April 13.  Late registrations will not be accepted. 
Masks are encouraged! Hats are optional! 

Church_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name__________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Name__________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Name__________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

       ______Delegate  $____________ 

       ______Members at large $____________ 

        Offering  $____________ 

          Total $___________ 

Wear Your Favorite Hat!! 
 

“Hats Off to Music” is a program of songs and narration 
presented by Jeanne Anderson and Lynn McFadyen.  
Friends since college days at UWEC, Jeanne and Lynn 
are now retired elementary music teachers living in Eau 
Claire.  Jeanne acquired several authentic period hats 
from a hat collection owned by Dottie Carpenter and 
wove them into a presentation of songs and history 
from the late 1800’s through the 1960”s. Since hats 
have somewhat lost their fashion popularity, we 
encourage everyone to “wear a hat” for the program just 
to bring back the vogue, if only for a while! The program 
is sure to entertain, touch a memory or two and help put 
aside the stress of today's world, as you enjoy “Hats Off 

to Music”. 

Sabylund Lutheran 

W11137 County Road J 
Stockholm, WI  54769 
715-448-4044 

 

mailto:vlcekkr@yahoo.com

