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The Lord’s Prayer
 
Bible Verse

Bring in your kingdom so that your will is done on earth as it’s done in 
heaven.  (Matthew 6:10)

Bible Story
Matthew 6:5-13

Leap of Faith
Jesus teaches me how God wants me to live.

Before You Begin 

Prayer was an important part of worship in Bible times. It was the way people 
could commune with God. People who were in Jerusalem could pray at the 

Temple. Those who were not in the holy city would open their windows toward 
Jerusalem and pray facing in the direction of the Temple.

The men often wore prayer shawls that were placed over the head and shoulders 
during times of prayer. Prayers were public, and some of the religious leaders (such 
as some today) took great pride in their long and showy prayers, which were meant 
to show others their great piety.

The disciples noticed, however, that Jesus didn’t exactly follow the regular way 
of prayer. In fact, he talked to God much more often than was required. And 
surprisingly, Jesus often sought out secluded locations where he could talk to God 
alone. The disciples were curious. One day they decided to ask him, “What’s up? Just 
how are we supposed to pray? Can you teach us how?” Jesus’ response is what we 
call the Lord’s Prayer, the prayer that gave the disciples and us an example of what 
prayer should be like.

Children often begin with simple “family tradition” prayers at bedtime and before 
meals. As children get older, they move beyond the “God bless Mom and Dad” kind 
of prayers and are ready to talk to God about their own issues and concerns. Prayer 
provides them an opportunity to feel closer to God and to let God be closer to them. 
Prayer also gives them an opportunity to reach out to others through their prayers. 
Make prayer in your group spontaneous. Model this for the children, and they will 
follow suit. 

Requires 
preparation.
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How Should We Pray?

Speaker 1: 
While Jesus was preaching the Sermon on 
the Mount, he taught the disciples many 
things about how they should live in God’s 
kingdom. A version of this sermon and 
prayer is found in Matthew and in Luke.

Speaker 2:
One of those things had to do with the 
correct way to pray to God.

Speaker 3:
Jesus wasn’t happy that some people, 
especially some of the religious leaders, 
prayed long, showy prayers in public 
places . . .

Speaker 4:
 . . . like they wanted to make sure that 
everyone who walked by would see them 
and know they were something special.
 
Speaker 1: 
Jesus said that we shouldn’t be like them, 
because God knows what we need, even 
before we pray.

Speaker 2:
Then Jesus gave an example of how we 
should pray.

Scripture Reader: Read Matthew 6:9-13.

Speaker 3:
Most of the words are the same words 
we use when we pray the Lord’s Prayer in 
worship or at home.  

Speaker 4:
But some are different.

Speaker 1:

There are some variations of the prayer 
found in different Bible translations, but 
every version of the prayer has the same 
meaning.

Speaker 2:
For example, asking God to bring in the 
Kingdom reminds us that God is in charge 
of everything.

Speaker 3:
When we pray, we should ask that in 
everything we do, we do what God wants 
us to do.

Speaker 4:
When we ask God to give us bread, we’re 
asking for all the basic things we need to 
live.
 
Speaker 1: 
We are reminded that we are supposed to 
forgive others just like God forgives us.

Speaker 2:
And we are asking God to help us not be 
tempted to make bad choices.

Speaker 3:
There is a lot packed into that one prayer.

Speaker 4:
So if you want to know how to pray, you 
can’t go wrong when you follow Jesus’ 
example.
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Lord’s Prayer Trivia

Which of these statements are true, and which are false?

___     The Lord’s Prayer is found in all four Gospels. 
  

___     Jesus said that prayers must be said out loud so that God can hear them. 

___     Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer during his Sermon on the Mount. 

___     Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer to give us a model to use when we pray.  

___     The Lord’s Prayer should be prayed only at church during worship services. 

___     Jesus said that God knows what we need even before we ask.

___     The Lord’s Prayer reminds us of how awesome God is and how God can help us in 
everything we need and do. 

___     Jesus didn’t ever pray himself. He just taught others how they should pray. 

If you read several versions of the Bible, you will see that there are dif-
fering versions of the Lord’s Prayer; but the words mean the same thing. 
The New Testament was first written in the Greek language. When the 
Greek was translated for others to read, they discovered that the Greek 
words didn’t have the same words in English. So, we have various ver-
sions of the Lord’s Prayer. Different churches use different versions. For 
example, some churches will say, “sins,” others will say, “trespasses,” and 
others will say, “debts.” They are different words that all mean the same 
thing.

Did you know?
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
      hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
      thy will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
      as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
      the glory, forever. 
        Amen.

The Lords Prayer (From the Ritual of the Former Methodist Church),  
The United Methodist Hymnal. © 1989 by The United Methodist Publishing House.
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Prayer Do’s and Don’ts
E

Focus on God when you pray instead 
of thinking about going to the movies 

or going to a friend’s house.

Find a place to pray where you won’t 
be interrupted.

Pray whenever you need to talk with 
God, about either the good or bad 

things in your life.

Pray for other people when you feel 
that they may need God’s care.

Pick a regular time to pray each day, 
so that you will be sure to pray.

 
    Pray long, fancy prayers just 

to impress people.

Worry about using the right words.

Use a prayer to boast about what you 
have or how good you are.

Pray just because you’ve been 
told you have to.

Just recite the words to a familiar 
prayer so that you can say that you 

prayed and don’t have to really think 
about what the words mean.

DO      DON’T
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When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray, he did more  
than tell them—he showed them. He used a prayer that we call the Lord’s Prayer.  
We often pray this prayer, but do you understand the words  
you are saying?  Match the parts of the prayer with their meaning.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen.

This asks for God to provide the things
we need to live.

This helps us know that God is in charge 
of the whole world and asks that God’s 
will be done everywhere on earth.

This is asking God to help keep us from 
making wrong choices and to keep us out of 
situations that are bad influences on us.

You won’t find this in every translation of  the 
Bible. It was added later by the church. It is 
called a doxology, which is a prayer of praise.

This sentence tells us about our relationship 
with God. God is Father or parent. It also 
praises God and identifies God as holy.

This is asking for forgiveness. God
will forgive us, but we also must
forgive others.
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Bring	in	your	kingdom	so	
that	your	will	is	done	on	
earth	as	it’s	done	in	
heaven.	

Matthew	6:10,	CEB



kingdom

bring




