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The Sower and the Seeds
 
Bible Verse

You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as 
yourself.  (Luke 10:27)

 
Bible Story

Luke 8:4-15
 
Leap of Faith

Jesus teaches me what God’s kingdom is like.

Before You Begin 

The parable of the sower is a good example of Jesus’ use of the familiar to make 
a point with his listeners. Agriculture was a major business in Galilee, and 

sowing seed would have been a common experience, or at least a common sight, 
for Jesus’ hearers. Farmers owned grainfields adjacent to their neighbors’ fields with 
boundaries marked only by a pile of stones. 

After preparing the soil by plowing it once (if they thought it needed plowing), they 
would scatter fistfuls of seed over the ground with sweeping arm motions as they 
walked a field’s length and breadth. Finally they would cover the seed with dirt. 

Inevitably, as the seed was scattered, some of it would fall beyond the boundaries 
of the field, perhaps on a well-worn path at the field’s edge or in soil that had not 
been prepared because it lay in a thin layer over rock. Jesus told his disciples that the 
various kinds of soil in his story represented the circumstances of those to whom 
the Word of God was preached. Those who were represented by seed growing in 
good soil were those who hear God’s Word and act on it. 

The parable had a surprise ending for Jesus’ listeners. The yields he suggested were 
far beyond the yield that would have been considered exceptional in those times. 
Thus Jesus was placing great value on hearing and obeying God’s Word.  

As children grow, they begin to recognize cause-and-effect relationships. They see 
that if they drop a glass on the floor, the glass will likely break. If they eat too many 
sweets, they are likely to get a stomach ache. They know that when you plant a seed 
and take care of it, a plant likely will grow. They learn that if you treat someone 
kindly, that person is likely to treat you kindly in return. 

However, the concept of the parable is abstract and children are concrete. (Older 
children are just beginning abstract thinking.) Therefore, on their own it may be 
difficult to fully make the connection that they are like good soil for the seeds of 
God’s Word. But you are planting seeds for understanding that will grow over time. 
Help the children know that by loving and obeying, by smiling and helping others, 
they are being the good soil that God wants them to be.

Requires 
preparation.
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The Sower and the Seeds 
Speaker 1: 
One day a sower went out into the fields to plant. He 
scattered the seeds about. (Walk around scattering seeds.)

Speaker 2:
There are some seeds that have fallen on the path. They are 
just lying there on the top, just waiting for hungry birds to 
gobble up for dinner. (Gobble up the seeds.)

Speaker 3:
And over here on the rocky ground, some of the seed has 
fallen. But look—they are trying to grow. They send up 
shoots and make green leaves. (Wiggle and push upwards 
with hands.)

Speaker 4:
Oh, no! The summer sun is hot and beats down on them. 
The poor little seeds. Their roots just aren’t strong enough, 
and they wither up and die. (Slump to the ground.)

Speaker 1: 
Some seed has fallen here in the weed patch. (Sit in the 
“weed patch.”)

Speaker 2:
Look. They are growing. They send down roots, and they 
send up shoots. They look healthy, all right. Oh, no! What’s 
that?

Speaker 3:
Weeds are growing up around them and are choking them 
out. Oh, poor little seeds; they are dying. (Slump to the 
ground.)  

Speaker 4:
Oh, good, some seeds have fallen into the rich, dark soil of the 
field. They send down tiny roots. They send up tiny shoots.

Speaker 1:
They are protected from the hot summer sun. They have no 
weeds to choke them out. They take root and grow and grow 
and grow. (Stand up tall, and reach up to the sky.)

Speaker 2:
Jesus’ parables always tried to teach people a lesson. I 
wonder what the seeds stand for. What are the disciples of 
Jesus sowing?

Speaker 3:
The seeds in this story are the words of God—the words we 
read in the Bible.

Speaker 4:
Sometimes, when we tell people about God, our words fall 
on deaf ears.
 
Speaker 1: 
That means that the people never even hear what we are 
saying. They don’t want to know about God and Jesus. They 
just go on their way. What are those people in today’s story?

Speaker 2:
Those people are like the path.

Speaker 3:
Some people hear the words and listen; but at the first sign 
of trouble, they run away. What are those people in today’s 
story?  

Speaker 4:
Those people are like the rocky ground.

Speaker 1:
Some people hear the Word and begin to be followers. But 
soon the cares of their lives pull them away and keep them 
from being followers. What are those people in today’s 
story?

Speaker 2:
They are like the weed patch.

Speaker 3:
But there are some people who hear the Word, and the 
Word grows in their hearts. It grows and grows.

Speaker 4:
And those people spread the Word to others. What are those 
people in today’s story?

Speaker 1: 
They are like the good soil. And when they spread to others, 
who are like good soil, the Word of God just keeps on 
spreading and spreading and spreading.

Speaker 2:
Jesus said that all of us who have ears to hear, need to listen.
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      The Kingdom of God Is Like . . .

Did You Know?
In his parables, Jesus used things that people were familiar with in order 
to make his point with his listeners. Since agriculture was a major business 
in Galilee, sowing seed would have been a common experience, or at least 
a common sight, for Jesus’ hearers. The surprise came when Jesus ended 
by saying that the seed that fell on good soil would produce a crop one 
hundred times more than was planted. Ten times more was considered 
good, and fifteen times more would have been excellent. So when Jesus 
indicated that crop would be one hundred times more, that was huge!

Matthew 13:33     aesty  

  

Matthew 13:44     aeerstu 

 

Matthew 13:45      rplea  
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Mark 4:31       trumsda  eeds 

    

Mark 4:26       dese 

 

Luke 15:8-9        tslo   inco    
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Dear Families,
Throughout this month, our Sunday school will be participating in a special service 
project. We will be collecting items to make UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief) Health Kits. UMCOR supply kits help care for the most vulnerable people 
during times of crisis. They also help to sustain everyday life by providing basic 
necessities to people who lack ready access to essential supplies. These kits provide 
vital support for the work UMCOR does throughout the world. 

We will be collecting the following items:

• hand towels 15” x 25” to 17” x 27” (Kitchen cleaning and microfiber towels   
 are not acceptable.)
• combs (sturdy combs at least 8” long; no pocket combs or picks; rattail combs  
            and combs without handles are acceptable)
• washcloths
• metal nail file or clippers (No emery boards or toenail clippers.)
•  bath-size soap (They need to be 3 oz. or larger, and all brands are acceptable. 

  Do not remove from original packaging.)
• toothbrushes (They need to be adult size. Do not remove from original  
 packaging.)
• adhesive bandages (¾” to 1” common household bandages)
• plastic bags (one gallon)
• $1.00 to purchase toothpaste

“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all our strength, 
and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Luke 10:27



You	must	love	the	Lord	your	God	
with	all	your	heart,	with	all	your	
being,	with	all	your	strength,	and	
with	all	your	mind,	and	love	your	
neighbor	as	yourself.	

Luke	10:27,	CEB
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