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The Golden Rule
 
Bible Verse

Bring in your kingdom so that your will is done on earth as it’s done in 
heaven.  (Matthew 6:10)

 
Bible Story

Matthew 7:12
 
Leap of Faith

Jesus teaches me how God wants me to live.

Before You Begin 

What is commonly known as the Golden Rule is found in one form or another 
not only in Judaism but also in most other religious traditions. In the traditions 

of Jesus’ day, however, the Golden Rule was presented in a negative form: People 
were called to avoid doing to others what they would not like to have done to 
themselves. 

Jesus restated the commandment in a positive form. In Jesus’ teachings, the 
Golden Rule is given to his followers as basically a summation of how to live in the 
kingdom of God. Jesus’ challenge to us is to go beyond simply not doing wrong. As 
Christians, we are called to go the extra mile, always to choose to do the right thing. 
The Golden Rule says to us that we should think about others and their happiness, 
just as we think about ourselves. 

The Golden Rule summarizes the instructions that Jesus gives us for holy living. 
The author of Matthew explains why the Golden Rule was included, stating that it 
explains the law of Moses and the prophets.

Empathy does not come naturally to children. However, as they mature and learn, 
they begin to develop some ability to put themselves into the place of others.

Children do know how they want to be treated, and probably know from experience 
that wrong behavior often elicits bad responses in those they are playing with. But 
the Golden Rule is more than this. We are to treat others as we want to be treated, 
no matter what the response. It means not only not doing bad things but also 
seeking to do good things even though the person on the receiving end may not 
reciprocate. 

Requires 
preparation.
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The Golden Rule
A

Jesus gave us a powerful rule
to help us be faithful and true:
Treat people in the same way
you want people to treat you.

You’re having great fun on the playground
with Bobby and Sally and Sue.
They say, “Tim’s no fun. Let’s ignore him.”
So, what are you going to do?

Jesus gave us a powerful rule
to help us be faithful and true:
Treat people in the same way
you want people to treat you.

A video game that belongs to a friend
is one you would like to have too.
He lost it, and now you have found it.
So, what are you going to do?

Jesus gave us a powerful rule
to help us be faithful and true:
Treat people in the same way
you want people to treat you.

You’re bored when you visit Aunt Lucy.
She talks till you think she’ll turn blue.
But Mother says Aunt Lucy is lonely.
So what are you going to do?

Jesus gave us a powerful rule
to help us be faithful and true:
Treat people in the same way
you want people to treat you.

Your brother feels bad, so he’s grumpy
and takes out his anger on you.
He says he is going to punch you.
So, what are you going to do?

Jesus gave us a powerful rule
to help us be faithful and true:
Treat people in the same way
you want people to treat you.

The Scripture that we know as the Golden 
Rule is found between Jesus’ teachings 
about prayer and what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus. He was responding 
to the rules that called for very specific 
punishments for certain behaviors. For 
example, if someone stole a sheep and 
sold it, the thief would have to pay the 
owner four sheep. If the thief was not able 
to do that, the thief would be sold into 
slavery by the sheep’s owner. Jesus was 
telling the people that there is a better 
way to live. Rather than “getting back” 
at someone, stop the circle going around 
and around and treat the person the way 
you want to be treated. 

Did You Know?
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Measure It

Look around the room, and 
find:

Something that is fewer than 
five inches around

Something that is more than 
twenty inches tall

Something at is more than 
ten inches wide

Something that is fewer than 
twelve inches from the floor

Something that is more than 
thirty inches wide

Something that is more than 
five inches around

Something that is fewer than 
ten inches tall



Who Is Following the Golden Rule?
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DWhy We Follow the Golden Rule 
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Golden Rule Reminder
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      ACROSS
  2.  After he was baptized, Jesus saw the Spirit of God 

come down like a __________.
  6. Give us this day our ________   __________.
  9. God’s Son
10. This is golden.
11. Lead us not into ______________________.
12.  Treat ____________ the way you want to be treated.
14. God takes care of the ________ of the air.
15.  What John the Baptist told everyone they needed to 

do
16. He baptized Jesus.
      

DOWN
  1.  God knows what we need, so we shouldn’t _______.
  3. Jesus taught his disciples a special __________.
  4.  Our Father, who art in heaven, ______________be 

thy name. (traditional wording)
  5.  When we live the way God wants us to live, we 

know what it is like to live in _____________ 
____________________.

  7. Seek God’s kingdom and God’s _______________.
  8. God does this to us, so we must do it to others.
13. Notice how the ____________ of the field grow.
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Bring	in	your	kingdom	so	
that	your	will	is	done	on	
earth	as	it’s	done	in	
heaven.	

Matthew	6:10,	CEB
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