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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 27, Year A: November 8, 2020 

 

You can view this service on YouTube at this link 

https://youtu.be/Wgw6-XK5scY 

 

The Sermon: Rev. Carol Ruthven 

 
Readings: Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

 
Christ’s Light Shines Within Us 

“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.” Psalm 70:4a 

This week has certainly been a momentous time in the history of our nation. It 

has also been a time of uncertainty and anxiety for many people, as we await the 

results of the election which may not be made official for some time. The people of our 

nation are deeply divided along cultural and politically partisan lines. What are we as 

individual faithful Christians to do in the midst of this uncertainty and anxiety? Waiting 

patiently can be difficult even during the best of times. The parable in today’s Gospel 

from Matthew provides some wisdom to guide us. 

The setting for this parable is a Jewish wedding in which 10 young bridesmaids 

wait for the expected arrival of the groom. In ancient Jewish customs, festive 

processions took place before a wedding. The wedding would be officiated under a 

traditional wedding canopy and would be followed by a 7-day marriage feast.  

In our parable today, we hear about the procession of the groom on his way to a 

wedding. The groom is expected to arrive at his parent’s home where his bride, her 

bridesmaids, and other guests are waiting. They are expected to go out to meet the 

groom as he comes toward the house and then accompany him to the wedding and its 

https://youtu.be/Wgw6-XK5scY
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festivities. All ten bridesmaids have brought oil lamps to light the way for the groom in 

the wedding procession.  

Five of the bridesmaids have wisely brought along extra oil in flasks, but the 

other bridesmaids have foolishly not brought extra oil. The lamps are lit and burn 

throughout the evening as they wait for the groom to arrive. As the evening progresses, 

five of the women realize that they are about to run out of oil for their lamps. The other 

women refuse to share their extra oil, so they leave to buy more oil. In the meantime, 

the groom arrives. The bridesmaids who are prepared and ready with their lamps lit 

accompany the groom and are admitted to the wedding festivities. Then the doors are 

shut. The other bridesmaids eventually return with extra oil and their lamps lit, but it is 

too late. They had missed the long-awaited moment when the groom arrived.  

In the allegorical elements of this parable, Jesus is the bridegroom and his 

disciples are the bridesmaids awaiting his return. Jesus knew how hard it can be to wait 

patiently. He knew that the ministry of the disciples would be challenging after he 

returned to heaven. After the resurrection of Jesus and his ascension to heaven, the 

disciples were awaiting his return. They did not know when he would return. Although 

the second coming of Christ is expected, we also do not know the exact date or time of 

Christ’s return. Only God knows when that time will be. In this parable, Jesus was 

advising his disciples that they need to be prepared to wait patiently and to be ready to 

carry on their ministry over the long haul.  

In this parable, Jesus seems to be beckoning his disciples to think about their 

own role in their relationship with the divine. Jesus seems to be emphasizing that each 

person has a personal responsibility for maintaining his or her relationship with God. We 
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do not need someone else to mediate our relationship with Jesus. We do not have to 

have secret knowledge or wisdom to know when Jesus will return. We simply need to 

have faith that He will return. In the meantime, we can nurture our relationship with God 

by remaining close to Jesus. 

If we remain close to Jesus, our lives will be illuminated and reflect the light of 

Christ. We will not have to go outside to fetch oil for our lamps. We simply need the 

wisdom to understand that the light within us is that of Christ and to nurture and sustain 

that light.  

The light of Christ that is within us is sustained by our relationship with God. If we 

seek to be close to Jesus, the light of Christ within us will shine and light our path. The 

light of Christ does not burn more brightly or burn longer because we busy ourselves 

doing good deeds. It does not burn brighter or burn longer because we run out to the 

store to buy the latest and greatest book or listen to the most popular televangelist 

preaching on TV or the radio. The source of light is not external to our being; it is found 

within us. We simply need to recognize the light of Christ that is within us. We need to 

trust that the flame of faith within us burns brightly when we remain still, patient and 

faithful. As the psalmist urges us, “Be still, then, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 

46:11) 

As we approach the contemplative season of Advent, we will be wise to avoid 

listening to too much news and fretting about things that we cannot control or change. 

The words of the Serenity Prayer are especially helpful. They were written by the 

American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr sometime in the late 1930s or early 1940s. He 

often used the words of that prayer when he was preaching.i This was after the Great 
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Depression and before World War II when many people were struggling. The words of 

the Serenity Prayer were as deeply comforting then as they are for us today: “God, 

grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 

things I can change, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 

We can find a deep inner peace even in the midst of the uncertainty around us, if 

we slow down, take time each day for prayer and reading Holy Scripture. We can renew 

ourselves spiritually in the middle of each week by participating in our Wednesday 

evening prayer services. We can deepen our understanding of Holy Scripture by joining 

the Sunday morning Bible study where we have engaging discussions and learn a great 

deal from one another. If we do these things, we can experience the inner peace that 

God desires for us. If we have that inner peace, the light of Christ within us will shine.  

As we wait patiently for the unfolding of events in our lives, in our nation, and the 

second coming of Christ, we trust that God is always present with us. God’s plan in our 

lives and in salvation history continues to unfold through the ongoing work of the Holy 

Spirit. If we are alert and watching, we can see the many ways in which God is present 

in our lives. If we trust that God is always present with us, we have no reason to worry. 

When we let go of our worry and trust God, we can each be the transformative light of 

Christ that brings joy and hope among our friends, neighbors, and in our world. Let us 

pray: 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, 

carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things 

which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being 
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made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through all 

things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. ii 

                                                           
i  Laurie Goodstein, “Serenity Prayer Stirs Up Doubt: Who Wrote It?,” The New York Times, July 

11, 2008, https://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/11/us/11prayer.html?auth=login-email&login=email. 

 
ii The Book of Common Prayer, p. 291. 


