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Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9, 10-17, Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark 10:46-52 
 

“My teacher, let me see again.” (Mark 10:51b) 
 

I’d like to share a story about some monks at a monastery, who were concerned that 

the number of men entering the monastery as novitiates, as well as the number of visitors 

coming to the monastery was declining. They were concerned and puzzled by this decline, so 

they went to a local rabbi to seek his advice. The rabbi told them that he didn’t know much 

about the travel plans or intentions of others, so he was not sure he could help them. But, he 

said, “I can tell you one thing. One of you is the Messiah.” 

The monks talked about this all the way back to the monastery and told the other 

monks when they returned. They wondered who among them is the Messiah. In the coming 

weeks, when they saw someone in the monastery, they wondered, “Is this the Messiah?” “If 

he’s the Messiah, what would he think of the way I’m treating him?” As you can imagine, over 

time their perception of one another began to change. They grew in mutual love and respect for 

one another, and their relationships deepened spiritually. 

I remembered this story when reflecting on today’s Gospel reading that describes Jesus’ 

healing of Bartimaeus, a blind beggar on the road outside the city gate of Jericho. This healing 

miracle performed by Jesus concluded his ministry outside of Jerusalem. At first glance, this is 

the healing of a blind man, but there is a much deeper message that Jesus was teaching here. 

Physically we use our eyes to see. Most of us can distinguish between black and white, 

as well as a range of colors. However, when it comes to seeing other people, what we “see” is 

also influenced by judgments we make and our emotions. Negative judgments we make about 

others and the emotions we feel toward others can blind us from seeing spiritual and other 

qualities they may have. When we see another person, can we see the image of God within him 

or her? Scripture in Genesis tells us that each of us is created by God in God’s image. If we’re not 

aware of our own judgmental attitudes and emotional baggage, our spiritual sight can be 

restricted. We can be spiritually blind and harm others in the way we respond to them. 

Our Gospel story concerns both physical sight and spiritual blindness in its contrast of 

the reaction of the disciples and the blind man. When Jesus, his disciples, and a large crowd 
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were leaving Jericho, a blind beggar appealed to Jesus for help. He cried out: “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!”(Mark 10:47b) Many rebuked him and tried to silence him. They 

judged him negatively and disrespected him. The blind man persisted and shouted even louder, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:48b) 

Jesus stopped and asked the blind man to come forward. He asked Bartimaeus, “What 

do you want me to do for you?” (Mark 10:51a) The blind man replied, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 

(Mark 10:51b) He used the word rabbouni, which is translated as “my teacher.” This is a title of 

honor when addressing Jesus. In the New Testament, the word rabbouni is only used here and 

when Mary in the garden by the empty tomb recognized the risen Christ. Bartimaeus may have 

been physically blind, but he saw what others didn’t. He recognized the Messiah among them. 

Before the miracle of healing, Bartimaeus saw things that the disciples and others in the 

crowd didn’t. In his appeal for mercy, this blind, impoverished beggar, an outcast in his society, 

addressed Jesus as “Son of David.” He acknowledged Jesus as the heir of David’s throne. He 

understood that Jesus’ presence represented the coming kingdom of their ancestor King David. 

He appreciated that Jesus was on his royal journey into Jerusalem, the capital city of the Davidic 

kingdom. He acknowledged Jesus as the Anointed One.  

Jesus said to Bartimaeus, “Go, your faith has healed you.” (Mark 10:52a) Bartimaeus’ 

request that he could see became the pathway to his salvation. Not only was the blind man’s 

physical sight restored.; he was granted the mercy that allowed him to see the way of salvation. 

Bartimaeus then followed Jesus as he continued his final journey toward Jerusalem.  

The blind man saw what the disciples and others in the crowd don’t yet see or 

understand. Although the disciples have been following Jesus throughout his travels in Galilee 

and elsewhere, they didn’t yet recognize fully who he is. They witnessed countless instances of 

Jesus welcoming strangers and extending kindness and mercy to the sick, outcasts and 

marginalized adults and children in society. They had physical sight, but they didn’t yet “see” 

that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. They were limited by their spiritual blindness. 

Each one of us is guilty of some spiritual blindness. Our negative judgments of other 

people and emotional baggage can blind us spiritually from seeing what’s inherently good in 

other people. Anytime we want to exclude another person or we’re angry and impatient with 

someone else, we must stop and think about what negative judgments we may have. Our angry 

emotions and impatience may be preventing us from understanding and appreciating the gifts 
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and goodness of another person. We need God’s help to understand our own spiritual 

blindness.   

Our spiritual blindness can influence our attitudes toward people who are different from 

us. They may be different from us in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, education, or 

political and partisan opinions. The Rev. Dr. Adkins, a senior African-American clergyman in 

Lexington explained this well. He said that although he has been married for more than 60 

years, he can never fully understand things the way his wife does because she’s a woman, and 

he's not. A white person can never fully understand how an African-American person 

understands things because their life experience is fundamentally different than ours. A rich 

person can never fully understand the pain and suffering of an impoverished person. As persons 

with sight, hearing, physical mobility, and mental capabilities, we can never fully understand the 

challenges faced by persons who are blind, deaf, physically impaired, or suffering with mental 

illness. As U.S. citizens we can never fully understand the grief, losses and suffering of refugees 

who have had to flee their homeland with only the clothes on their back.  

Our own unique life experiences shape how we interpret events around us; they mold 

our unconscious biases; they influence our emotional responses and interactions with other 

people. This calls us to be humble about what we don’t see and what we don’t know. It also calls 

us to listen with compassionate hearts and open minds to the views of other people, especially 

people whose life experience is different from our own. Like Bartimaeus, we must be willing to 

appeal to Jesus and seek healing. We must have the wisdom and humility to cry out and say to 

Jesus, “Have mercy on me! My teacher, let me see again.” Like the monks in the monastery, we 

need to transform the way in which we see and understand others. If we can recognize the 

inherent goodness, giftedness, and capabilities of others, we will become more compassionate 

and loving. As we become more compassionate and loving toward others, we become more like 

Christ and our world will be less divided and a better place for all. Amen. 


