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Forward Movement and The Episcopal Church Office of 
Government Relations are calling Episcopalians and all others to 
join in A Season of Prayer: For an Election. This prayer novena—nine 
days of devotional prayers—calls upon God for discernment in 
voting and for the well-being of our nation. 
  
The season of prayer begins Tuesday, October 27, and continues 

through November 4, the day after the elections in the United States. Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry called on Episcopalians to join the initiative to pray for our nation, its people and leaders, and 
all the nations and people of the earth. All prayers will come from the Book of Common Prayer and 
will also be posted across social media. #seasonofprayer  
For more information and to sign-up to receive the prayers by email, please go to 
https://www.forwardmovement.org/Pages/Item/15381/Season-of-Prayer.aspx 
 
I invite everyone to join me in this prayer novena. God’s Blessings and Peace, Mother Carol+ 
 
The Queen of Firth and Fort 
 

Image of Saint Margaret in a    
window in Edinburgh 

The Queen and Firth of Forth in Scotland, a firth is a long 
indentation of the Coast, also called an estuary. The River Forth 
flows into one of these indentations and becomes the firth of 
Forth. This wide body of water flows into the North Sea which is 
part of the Atlantic Ocean. On the South side of the firth lies 
Edinburgh and a small town named Queensferry. On the north 
side is the region known as the Kingdom of Fife. Across the firth 
from Queensferry is another small town known as North 
Queensferry. The reason these two towns are so named dates back 
to the 11th Century and Queen Margaret, who is now known as 
Saint Margaret. Margaret was the second wife of King Malcolm 
III. They had eight children. Three of her sons served as King of 
Scotland and one of her daughters married Henry I and became 
Queen of England. Margaret was known for both he 
public and private piety. Examples of her piety included many 
donations, impressed by her that many reforms were undertaken. She encouraged pilgrims to go to 
St. Andrews on religious pilgrimages by establishing a ferry across the firth of Forth from 
Queensferry to North Queensferry. Both towns were named after Queen Margaret. Golfers now go 
on ‘pilgrimages’ to St. Andrews.  
 
When you go to Edinburgh, you will likely visit Edinburgh Castle. At the peak of the Castle 
grounds, you will find a small brick building named St Margaret's Chapel. It is considered the oldest 
building in Edinburgh and has a tiny chapel inside. It was either built for Margaret while alive or by 
her son after her death. It is worth the uphill walk to see it. Margaret died in 1098, only a few days 



after her husband was killed in battle. She was buried in Dunfermline Abbey in Fife. Later during 
the Scottish reformation, her body was removed and lost. There is a story that Mary, Queen of 
Scots, owned Margaret's head at one time (before she lost her own). Margaret was canonized a Saint 
in 1250 by Pope Innocent IV. Thanks to Wikipedia for much of the information. I had also heard 
most of this in Scotland. 
Submitted by James Anderson 
 
Hidden Messages inside Walls of ECOS 
           How many of you know there are verses of scripture, phrases from favorite hymns, and even 
the church's mission statement inscribed on studs inside the walls of our church?  
           Many are still around who took up the suggestion made by the Rev. Birch  
Rambo, priest-in-charge at the time, that the congregation write messages on the wooden studs as 
the new church was under construction in the winter of 2004. 
 Marilyn McMillan recalls that she took up a marker pen and wrote these words from the 
Gospel of John, chapter 1, verse 1.  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God." 
 Louise Locke turned to the last verse of Psalm 31, "Be strong, and let your heart take 
courage, all you who wait for the LORD." 
 Steve Locke used his marker pen in the children's room to write, "The Spirit of the Lord is 
in this place."  Moving to another bare stud, Steve wrote this phrase from a favorite hymn: "They 
will know we are Christians by our love." 
 I remember writing the verse that holds a powerful meaning for me, 2nd Corinthians 5:17. 
"So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new!" 
 If you were one of the writers, do you remember what you wrote on that Sunday in 2004? 
Submitted by Sandra Plant, our friend in Nashville. 

 
The Church Song: A Choral History (annotated) Part 3 

Although we marked a spot for our new building in 2000, several more years would pass before it was built and ready 
for use. Meanwhile, Father Birch Rambo became our Priest-in-Charge in 2004.  
(Tune: “The Noah’s Ark song”) 
Then the... 
Lord said to Rambo, I’m sending you to Richmond, Richmond, 
Lord said to Rambo, I’m sending you to Richmond, Richmond, 
‘Cause that’s where the action is, man, is, man, 
Children of the Lord. 
The Lord said to Rambo, “Go help build a churchy, churchy”,  
Lord said to Rambo, “Go help build a churchy, churchy”,  
Lead them, guide them, my servant Birchy, Birchy,” 
Children of the Lord. 
So rise and shine and give God the glory, glory,  
So rise and shine and give God the glory, glory,  
Soon we’ll be at the end of this story, story. 
Children of the Lord. 
(In July 2006, we dedicated our new building and thought it was time to finally end this song with the 
ending you’ll see below.  
But not quite---Father Birch left in 2008 and we were then blessed with a series of interim clergy—
old, new, retired, shorter term, longer term, and Network. (The Network was a program for new 



priests to help them get started.) When Fr. Richard Burden, our Network priest for five years, 
discovered this song, he asked why there were no verses about him. We promised one when he left, 
so here is a postscript with part of that song and the final final verse: 
(Tune: “Camelot”) 
Sermon art – and powerpoint 
We know it sounds a bit bizarre  
But your story joins our history  
And adds to who we are. 
 
No feuding with the altar guild or vestry, 
The acolytes perform as you have taught; 
In short, there's simply not, 
A more congenial spot, 
For learning how to be a priest  
Than in this Camelot. 
 
Each Sunday from December to December 
When preaching, teaching, blessing your new flock, 
Think back on those short years that you were with us 
Here in Camelot... 
Where children play and learn in Migrant Headstart 
Where potlucks coexist with garden plots 
Don’t let it be forgot 
That there is still a spot  
Spelled S-A-V-I-O-U-R  
That was...your.... Camelot.  
So at last – here is the ending 
(Tune: How firm a foundation) 
Now we’ve built our foundation, 
And walls, roof, and spire, 
With a window that says 
God will always be here. 
As we finish our song, happy voices we raise 
In this hymn of thanksgiving 
And honor and praise.  
Submitted by Jane Rainey 
 
Announcements and Notifications 

“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

Matthew 25:35 
Now that most of the produce from our Garden for the Hungry is 
harvested, we return to collecting canned food to donate to the food 

panties in Richmond and Berea. With so many families struggling with 
job loss, there is a lot of hunger in our community. Please drop-off 

your donations of canned goods in the orange plastic bins in front of the Parish Mission House 
office door. Please don’t bring any food in cardboard packages; we have little critters outside who 

would love to eat that food. Thank you for caring for those in need. 



 
Ancient Joke(s) of the Week  
What is the difference between a hippo and a Zippo? 
One is really heavy and one is a little lighter. 
Why aren’t Koalas considered actual Bears? 
They don’t meet the koalafications! 
 
Thanks to those who submitted articles for this week’s issue of the Newsletter.  
If you would like to send an article, announcement or notification for publication, please send it to 
Linda Myers at rukasa05@aol.com. 


