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On August 3 in our church calendar, we commemorate three women 

who experienced the good news of the risen Christ while they were 

engaging in an act of service. Joanna, Mary, and Salome went early in 

the morning to the tomb where Jesus was laid to anoint his body. 

When they arrived, they were shocked to discover that Jesus’ body 

was not there. An angel told them that Jesus Christ has risen and they 

should go out and share the good news with others (Mark 16:1-8, 

Luke 8:1b-3). They approached the tomb with a desire to serve and 

lovingly care for Jesus and his body and they leave as the first 

witnesses to the resurrection. They were invited to witness to others. 

 

 Each of us are also invited to serve others and witness to the 

risen Jesus Christ. When we care for our neighbor and serve others 

who are in need, pain, or suffering, we have an opportunity to 

experience the good news of the resurrected Jesus Christ. Serving 

others is almost always an experience that allows us to experience  

Christ in new and powerful ways. We meet people we might not 

otherwise encounter, we listen to their stories, we build relationships, 

and we are transformed. When we work side-by-side with other people of faith while serving others in 

need, the same transformational process takes place. We share our faith and we learn about their faith. We 

meet as volunteers and leave as new friends. 

 

 Regardless of our age, ability, or background, each of us can do something to help other people if 

we have a heart for love and service. I invite each of you to reflect on how you can help other people. 

Perhaps it’s sending a card with words of encouragement or calling someone to let them know they are 

remembered and loved. Perhaps it’s volunteering once a month to be with our children on Sunday to help 

them grow in the Christian faith. Perhaps it’s volunteering to work in Our Garden for the Hungry or help 

deliver the vegetables to food banks and churches that we serve. Perhaps it’s coming once a month on a 

Friday to provide lunches for the homeless in downtown Richmond.  

 

 There are many unmet needs in our community. Perhaps you feel called to help teenagers, college 

students, refugees, immigrants, or members of the LGBTQ community. How might you partner with 

others in the community to respond to these needs and opportunities for new ministry? 

 

Almighty God, who revealed the resurrection of your Son to Joanna, Mary and Salome, as they faithfully 

came bearing myrrh to his tomb: Grant that we too may perceive the presence of the risen Lord in the 

midst of pain and fear, and go forth proclaiming his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  Mother Carol+ 
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Hello from our Gardeners! 

 

Our garden is thriving and we are harvesting several times a week. Our fresh organic produce is 

welcomed and appreciated by our food banks in Madison County. There are so many hungry people in 

need of assistance.  

 

God’s Outreach food bank is our largest and open six hours a week. Families and individuals come in 

cars and receive a grocery cart full of food. In each cart is $110-$150 in groceries and is given to each 

family once a month. 75-125 families are served per day and 1,700 per month. They have 26,000 in their 

database that receive assistance. 

 

Grace Now Pantry is in downtown Richmond and serves 120-150 families 

per month. They take appointments for families and meet with them to supply 

food, clothes, and other items. 

 

St. Paul AME Church serves a meal at lunchtime once a week where about 

20-25 folks eat together. They share our fresh produce to those who come for 

a meal. 

 

Berea Food Bank also loves our produce and they are open six hours a week. 

ECOS Garden for the Hungry is supplying fresh food to many folks and 

making a difference in our community. 

 

Sometimes we are hot and tired, but we are also so thankful for God’s abundance.!! We are blessed! 

Janie Jordan 

 

Many Hands Make Work Light 

We are making tremendous progress in the renovation of the Parish Mission House and maintenance of 

our property. The handicap-access restroom is completed and the interior walls on the Parish Mission 

House are being painted. Tree limbs that fell on the storage unit next to the children’s playground have 

been removed. An overgrowth of bushes and trees on the property along the side of the church are being 

cleared. 

 

There is still a lot of work to do both inside the Parish Mission House and outside on the church 

grounds. Special skills are not needed; just a willingness to help with the work. If you can help, even for a 

few hours, please contact our Junior Warden Leslie Farris to arrange to meet at the church to work. We 

want to get everything completed in time for Bishop Mark’s annual visit to our parish on Sunday, October 

10. 

 

Our Voice in Washington (Part 1) 

Yes, we have a President, two Senators, and a member of the House of 

Representatives, whose views and policies and partisan roles you may or may not agree 

with.  And you probably know that there are many lobbyists who try to convince them 

to vote one way or the other.  

 

But did you know that the Episcopal Church also lobbies our government, as 

do most other major religious groupings in the United States?  Most prefer to call their 

work “advocacy” both because lobbying has a negative connotation and because most 

keep their spending below the limit that would require them to register as lobbyists. 

(An exception are the Quakers who maintain registered lobbyists and don’t hesitate to 

call them such.)  The Episcopal Church’s position: “We engage in advocacy because 
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federal government legislation and policies affect Episcopalians, our brother and sister Anglicans around 

the world, and the most vulnerable among us. Together, we can help our nation’s legislation and policies 

to become more just.” 

 

Most major religious denominations including the Episcopal Church maintain offices in 

Washington, D.C. to facilitate easy access to government offices. The Quakers and other “peace 

churches” were the first to set up Washington offices during World War II. Many other denominations 

followed during the civil rights movements of the 1950s and 1960s. Already involved in advocacy efforts 

from the Church’s headquarters in New York City, the Episcopal Church opened the Office of 

Government Relations (OGR) in 1979. It is in the United Methodist Building, the only non-government 

building on Capitol Hill, next to the Supreme Court and across from the Capitol.  This is significant for 

two reasons. First, for a small office, the proximity to the Capitol and Congressional offices facilitates the 

work of the small staff. Secondly, because the building houses offices of a number of other 

denominations, this facilitates sharing information and coordinating efforts.  

 

As stated on its web page, the OGR “aims to influence policy and legislation on critical issues, 

highlighting the voices and experiences of Episcopalians and Anglicans globally.” The Office works 

within the framework of resolutions passed by the General Convention and Executive Council which are 

the governing bodies of the Episcopal church. The broad policy areas of current concern include creation 

care, racial reconciliation, poverty, immigration, and human rights. More specific areas of focus recently 

have included support for evacuation of Afghan allies of the US and addressing coronavirus concerns.  

 

An early criticism of the denominational offices in Washington is that they were staffed by clergy 

who were well-versed in theology and church matters but knew next to nothing about public policy and 

the workings of government. A glance at the OGR staff shows that this is no longer the case. The OGR 

director, for example, is an Episcopalian who was previously a senior policy advisor in the State 

Department. Others on the small staff bring a mix of church activities and public policy, governmental, 

and non-profit experience.  

 

Some politicians have also been skeptical of the denominational offices, arguing that they don’t 

represent the views of the “person in the pew.”  One response has been that these offices represent what 

the “persons in the pews” would want if they were as well-versed in theology and public policy as their 

church leaders. However, the Office of Government Relations has developed ways of communicating, 

educating, and involving those of us back home in the advocacy work of our Church. Stay tuned… Jane 

Rainey 

       Sources: 

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/the-united-methodist-building 

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2011/07/gods-lobbyists/ 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/ 

Jane Rainey, “Episcopal Church USA” in Djupe and Olson, Encyclopedia of American Religion and 
Politics (and attached bibliography) plus knowledge acquired through many years of teaching a course on 

“Politics and Religion in the U.S.”  

 

 If you want to get the most up-to-date news from the Office of Government Relations, you can 

sign-up at this link and receive updates by email:  

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/ 

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/the-united-methodist-building
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2011/07/gods-lobbyists/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/
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Birthdays and Celebrations  

Keith Miller         July 24th 

Misty Jackson     July 31 

Bob Berger          August 4 

 

Anniversaries 

Jane and Ollie Jordan       July 23rd  

Jane and Glenn Rainey     July 29th 

Laura and Paul Melius      August 8th 

Rev. Jennifer and Edwin Woodruff-Tait   August 16th 

                                     

Parish Calendar 

 

August 4: Contemplative Prayer 6 PM; Monthly Healing Service and 

Holy Eucharist 7 PM 

 

August 12, 19, 26 : Embracing Evangelism 6 PM 

 

August 15: Vestry meeting 12:45 PM 

 

August 11, 18, 25: Contemplative Prayer 6 PM; Evening Prayer 7 PM 

 

October 10: Bishop Mark Van Kouvering Annual Visit to our Parish 

 

 

Ancient Joke of the Week 

A man with a nagging secret couldn’t keep it any longer. In the confessional he admitted to the priest that 

he had been stealing supplies from the lumberyard where he worked. “What did you take?” the priest asked. 

“Enough for our house, and enough for our son’s house, and houses for our 2 daughters and our cottage by 

the lake.” 

“This is serious,” the priest said. “I shall have to think of a far-reaching penance. Have you done a retreat?” 

“No Father,” the man replied. “But if you get the plans, I can get the lumber!” 

Thanks to all who contributed to this edition. If you would like to add a submission or an important date to 
share, please contact me. Linda Myers 


