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Maundy Thursday                                                                    Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 
April 14, 2022                                                                                                   2323 Lexington Rd. 
                                                                                                                          Richmond, KY 40475 
Readings: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-17; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

“…love one another…. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples….”  

(John 13:31b-34) 

 

It is from this scripture that we have the word “maundy” to describe Thursday of Holy Week. 

The word “maundy” comes from the Latin word man-dat-um, which is the root of our English 

word “mandate” or “command.” It refers to Jesus’ commandment to his disciples and to us to 

love another. 

In the Church of the Brethren, one of the Peace Churches in the Anabaptist tradition, 

this ritual of foot washing is part of a service that is considered to be the holiest day of the 

Church year. For their members, it is like our Easter Sunday; it is the day that everyone wants to 

attend. They refer to this service as the “Love Feast.” And it is our privilege this evening to 

welcome my dear friend and neighbor Pastor Steve Stone of the Church of the Brethren. 

Jesus used the word love thirty-one times in his last message for the disciples at the Last 

Supper in the final hours before his arrest, unjust trial, and crucifixion. On that sacred night 

sheltered in the privacy and safety of an Upper Room in Jerusalem, Jesus loved his disciples in 

the same way that God loved him.i  

On this holy night, we join millions of Christians around the world in remembering Jesus’ 

last meal with his disciples and reenact Jesus’ ritual of lovingly washing his disciples’ feet. Jesus 

knew the hardships they endured and great personal sacrifices they made as they traveled with 

him in his ministry of teaching, preaching, and healing throughout Galilee and beyond. 

Although they could not have known that this would be their last meal with their beloved 

leader, teacher, and friend, they were frightened. Jesus knew that this would be his last chance 

to prepare them for his approaching death. We might think of this as being like a dying mother 

or father, who gathers their family to lovingly say goodbye and ask them to love one another. 

The exact words spoken by Jesus at the Last Supper are the words we use in our liturgy 

for the Holy Eucharist. Jesus said: “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for 
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the remembrance of me. Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”ii The words “Do this in remembrance of me” are carved into the ornate 

woodwork of the altar in our church, as well as in many Christian churches. 

By participating in the time-honored ritual of washing one another’s feet, we follow 

Jesus’ command to humbly serve and love one another.iii Jesus was modeling servant-

leadership that ministers to others rather than waits to be served by others.iv  

Foot washing in the ancient Middle East was a vital part of hospitality.v It was also an 

invitation to a covenantal relationship. At that time, there were no motels or restaurants on the 

roads and robbers hid along the route, so hospitality and safety for travelers was essential. The 

head of a household would invite guests who arrived at their door to have their feet washed 

when they first arrived. By accepting this ritual foot washing, the guests symbolically entered a 

covenant relationship with the host. The host would commit to protect the guests, even if it 

required sacrificing his own life. In return when the guests left, they would speak well of their 

hosts as they continued their journey. 

We read about this ritual in the Book of Genesis when Abraham entertained three 

strangers and arranged for their feet to be washed and a fine meal to be prepared for them.vi 

Unbeknownst to Abraham, he was entertaining three angels. This ancient ritual symbolized the 

covenantal relationship between God and Abraham. 

Jesus and his disciples would have been familiar with this ancient ritual and its symbolic 

meaning because the Book of Genesis was part of the Torah, their holy scripture. By washing his 

disciples’ feet, Jesus was inviting them into a new covenant in which he would protect them 

even to the point of sacrificing his own life on the hard wood of the cross. Jesus said: “You do 

not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”vii Jesus’ disciples may have 

understood that Jesus was modeling for them humble, servant leadership. But they could not 

have known the full meaning of what Jesus was doing on that sacred night. They would only 

understand after Jesus’ agonizing death of the cross and his glorious resurrection. Jesus’ love 

for his disciples and for us was so profound, he was willing to die on the cross for our sins and 

salvation.  
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The world is torn with strife resulting from prejudice, hatred, violence, and killing. 

Around the world people are grieving with heavy sorrow as we witness the horrendous 

atrocities in Ukraine, the desperate conditions and hunger of people in Afghanistan, Sudan, 

Yemen, and many other counties. Refugees are fleeing their homelands for safety from violence 

and war. It is not hard for us to ponder Jesus’s suffering on the cross.viii  

At the same time, we witness the outpouring of compassionate hospitality and sacrificial 

giving to help people from Ukraine and Afghanistan, who have fled their homeland. People 

have been remarkably creative in the multitude of ways in which they have been able to share 

what they have and to use their talents to help those in need. They have provided meals, 

housing, clothing, child-care, and medicine. They have volunteered as drivers, mechanics, 

medics, translators, and in many other ways. This has demonstrated that love will always 

triumph over hatred and death. This has demonstrated the many ways in which people are 

practicing generous, sacrificial love that does not clang or boast or know everything. It is love 

that sees a need and responds by humbly kneeling and serving others.ix 

 
Humble, sacrificial love is the way in which we provide hope in troubling times. Our 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has said that “Love is God’s way, the moral way, but it is also 

the only thing that works.”x He was influenced by his grandmother who said, “You know where 

the spirit of the Lord is when you see people love.”xi  

As Christians, we are called to follow Jesus in his loving, liberating, and life-giving way by 

living a life of love. We are called to exemplify God’s love in all that we say, think, and do. 

Unconditional, sacrificial love can transform our communities and world, if we are willing to 

reach across racial and cultural barriers, listen to one another’s stories with an open heart and 

mind, heal brokenness, restore justice, protect the vulnerable, and defend the defenseless. It is 

this kind of love that will bring renewal of life for all of God’s people. With God’s help, this will 

bring us all closer to realizing God’s dream of the beloved community and building God’s 

kingdom on earth.  

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of your beloved son Jesus, for his 

sacrifice for our sins, for his teaching of your way of love. May you empower and guide us to 
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follow your way of love to heal the brokenness in our world and bring hope to all your people. 

Amen. 

 
 

i Jan Richardson, Holy Thursday: At the Table, Speaking of Love 
March 26, 2018, http://paintedprayerbook.com. 
ii The Book of Common Prayer, pp. 362-363 
iii Vicki K. Black, Welcome to the Church Year (Harrisburg: Morehouse Publishing, 2004), p. 80. 
iv Joan Chittister, The Liturgical Year. 
v C.R. Donald, Duke University Chapel, Midday Holy Week Service, Thursday, April 13, 2006. 
vi Genesis 18:1-8. 
vii John 13:7. 
viii The Rev. Ann Benton Fraser, “Maundy Thursday’s Pairing of Service and Celebration,” Thursday, April 
14, 2022, https://www.growchristians.org/author/ann-fraser/ 
ix  Ibid.  
x Bishop Michael Curry, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times (Avery, New York: 2020), 
p. 89. 
xi Bishop Michael Curry, p. 37. 

http://paintedprayerbook.com/2018/03/26/holy-thursday-at-the-table-speaking-of-love/

