
 1 

Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 
March 10, 2021 

Newsletter 
Season of Lent 
We are now more than halfway through the season of Lent and more than one year of living in 
the midst of the COVID pandemic. There are also wonderful signs of spring emerging all around 
us with green shoots of plants gently poking up through the soil and warmer weather. It’s a good 

time to reflect on where we have been in the last year and where we want to go as we move forward in 
our mission and ministry in serving Madison County.  

A team of church members will be meeting next Monday evening to discuss our next steps in 
moving toward in-person worship and church meetings. The members of Vestry and I welcome your 
input and feedback. I would like each of you to reflect on these questions and share your thoughts with 
Vestry members and with me. This will greatly help guide our decisions as a parish as we move forward. 
Please consider these questions and give us your feedback: 

Have we represented Jesus well during the lockdown? 
Are we representing Jesus well as we come out of the lockdown? 
What have we learned—and what are we still learning? 
How can we better serve our church members at home? 
How well are we serving our online church members and visitors? 
How are people hurting, and what can we do to help them? 

Thank you for your consideration and input. Blessings and God’s Peace, Mother Caro 

Vestry View 

I found it interesting to discover where the word “Vestry” comes from. Originally a Vestry was a room or 
building attached to a Church.  
Wikipedia defines it as:  

A vestry was a committee for the local secular and ecclesiastical government for a parish 
in England and Wales, which originally met in the vestry or sacristy of the parish church, 
and consequently became known colloquially as the "vestry". 
We are very blessed to have a variety of people on our Vestry this year. Our first meeting has 

gotten us off to a great start. We welcome Zach, and Michele to the Vestry this year. This will bring our 
total membership to six. I was asked by Reverend Carol to remain as Senior Warden this year. Leslie 
volunteered to be the Junior Warden. Grace volunteered to be the Clerk of the Vestry. 

All of us on the Vestry wish to thank Jacob and Linda for their service throughout their terms. 
Our Members for 2021 are: 
Tom Bryan        Leslie Farris           Bob Kilbourn 
Grace Sears      Zachary Grider      Michele Gore 

And a special thanks to Laura for continuing to be our Treasurer; her time and dedication are so 
very much appreciated.   

We have a lot of exciting things going on in the Vestry this year. We had a structural engineer on 
site last year to look at the Parish Mission House. They deemed the building structurally sound, and the 
crack in the floor in the middle room (old Breezeway) is not a concern to the structure of the building. 
With this information, we have approved replacement of all the windows in the building by Window 



 2 

World. They will also replace the windows in the basement with Egress windows, so we could use those 
rooms in the future if we choose to. 

We are also replacing the gutters and downspouts, and repairing the soffits on the Parish 
Mission House. Additionally, we are remodeling and expanding the restroom to bring it up to ADA 
compliance. We have a team working on the kitchen remodel as well. We hope once we can meet again 
in person, the improvements will be complete, and we can enjoy this building for many years to come. 
The improvements on this building will also help with the utility bills and keep the heating and air 
conditioning from having to work harder. 

The Vestry has also approved a phone system for both buildings and an internet upgrade that 
will allow us to stream our services once we are able to resume regular services. 

The Evangelism team has been working very hard on new signage in the front of the building 
and we look forward to hearing more about that in the future. 

The Vestry minutes are always available for inspection by anyone in the Congregation. Also, the 
monthly meetings are open to anyone in the congregation who would like to attend. Currently, we are 
meeting on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  If anyone would like to attend, please 
call or email Reverend Carol for the link. 
Blessings and Peace, Tom Bryan, Sr. Warden   

 
Parish Calendar 

Sunday, March 14: Daylight Savings Begins 
Monday, March 15: A Way Forward Team Zoom meeting 7-8 P.M. 
Tuesday, March 16: Daughters of the King meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, March 17: St. Patrick’s Day and St. Patrick’s Compline 
Service via Zoom at 7 P.M. 
Sunday, March 21: Virtual Diocesan Service 
Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday 

Saturday, April 10: Love Your Church Day at Our Saviour (Rain date: April 17) 
Monday, April 12: Vestry Meeting, 7-8 PM 
Thursday, April 22: International Earth Day 
Saturday, May 1: Vestry Retreat 
May 6: National Day of Prayer 
May 9: Mother’s Day 
May 10, 11, 12: Rogation Days 
 

Room in the Inn 
 
The winter months are almost over! Our community of volunteers has been housing the homeless since 
December 15th, and feeding them as well. We have helped approximately 115 folks with shelter, food 
and other services. The first names of our guests have been given to the Daughters of the King in our 
parish. They have been praying daily and we have seen the blessings! 

A new organization, called Madison Home, has been formed as a nonprofit in our community to 
help with our homeless population. The plan is to lease a facility from the city and transition to a 
permanent homeless shelter and community center. 

The armory building is the projected site but needs significant renovations. Their board of 
directors has been meeting and plans are on the way. Thank you for all your support. God’s blessings 
abound! Submitted by Janie Jordan 
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For Women’s History Month: A Woman Hymnist…a Hymn …and a Memory 
 

While there have been many women hymnwriters, I will introduce you to 
one who wrote a hymn that I learned as a child—but not in Sunday School.  
Anna Louise Walker Coghill was born in England in 1836 and moved with 
her family to Canada. While there, in 1854 at the tender age of 18, she 
wrote a poem “Work for the night is coming” based on the words of Jesus 
in John 9:4, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can work.”  It was first published in a 
Canadian newspaper. The noted American musician Lowell Mason set it to 

music. She reportedly didn’t like his melody and the fact that he tampered with her words by removing 
one syllable from the fourth line of each stanza to make it fit his melody. But others said his forceful 
melody was a good fit for the spirit of the words.  It later was included without acknowledgement of 
authorship in a collection of songs by the 19th century revivalist Ira Sankey and became a staple in many 
19th and 20th century hymnals.  

According to Hymnary.org, it only appears in 12 hymnals published since 1979 but 1,066 
published before that year. My old (l932) Methodist Hymnal includes it under a section on “Activity and 
Zeal” along with “militaristic” hymns such as “Soldiers of Christ arise” or “The Son of God goes forth to 
war” that have fallen into disfavor. By today’s standards it is probably too gender-specific and speaks to 
an earlier agricultural age.   

The words to verse 1 (as “fixed” by Lowell Mason) are 
Work, for the night is coming, Work through the morning hours; 
Work while the dew is sparkling, Work ’mid springing flowers; 
Work when the day grows brighter, Work in the glowing sun; 
Work, for the night is coming, When man’s work is done. 
I first encountered this hymn when I was about nine years old and told my piano teacher that I 

wanted to learn to play hymns. She was a very strict no-nonsense instructor who thought I should spend 
my time playing scales, finger exercises, classical composers, definitely no popular music—and no 
hymns!  But she finally relented and assigned “Work for the night is coming.” After that she said I didn’t 
need to learn any more hymns—back to scales and finger exercises, maybe a Bach minuet. There is no 
specific mention of God or Jesus or clearly religious ideas anywhere in the hymn (the hymn tune name is 
“Work Song”) and I got the message—I needed to work harder at what she wanted me to learn. Luckily, 
I figured out pretty soon that I didn’t need to be “taught” hymns. If I could read music, count the beats 
and keep steady rhythm, I could learn them by myself as I have been doing to this day. (And maybe 
that’s what my teacher knew all along.) 

Somewhere along the way, I came to understand the deeper meaning of the hymn—that we 
should use whatever time is allotted to us to serve the Lord. And I still find myself humming this hymn 
especially when working in the garden.  (Perhaps we should revive it as a theme song for our ECOS 
Garden for the Hungry workers.) You can hear all three verses (and sing along yourself) here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEnugClx4FY 
Sources: 
https://wordwisehymns.com/2010/07/07/today-in-1907-anna-coghill-died/ 
https://www.practicapoetica.com/adventist-poetry-and-hymns/songs-of-hope-and-trust/early-advent-
texts/work-for-the-night-is-coming/ 
https://www.sermonaudio.com/hymn_details.asp?PID=workforthenightiscoming 
https://hymnary.org/text/work_for_the_night_is_coming_work_throug?extended=false#instances 
The Methodist Hymnal, 1932.  
Submitted by Jane Rainey 
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GEORGE 
In October of 2018, we lost our beloved boxer, Cornelia. She was 13 and her loss was severe to us. Emily, 
my wife, did not want another dog for at least a year. I wanted to get another boxer, English Bulldog, or 
similar dog, but getting a pet should be a joint decision. 

In December 2018, my daughter informed Emily that there was a small rescue dog that needed a 
home. This dog was adopted into a good home, but sadly the couple were separating and the dog would 
have to be in a crate much too much. Emily relented and while I didn't think I would care for a small dog, 
I got over it and we adopted Howard. Howard is naughty, sneaky and fast as a bullet. He is also well 
loved and makes us happy. 

 
Later in the December 2018, Howard developed an ear infection. And we 

took him to Silver Creek Animal Hospital. I have a great deal of respect for the owner, 
Dr. Hammond and her staff.  Dr. Kramer saw Howard and he needed routine 
treatment. Emily mentioned to Dr. Kramer that Howard needed a companion. Dr. 
Kramer mentioned that they had a dog at the clinic that needed a home. The dog had 
been mauled by two large dogs and had bad lacerations on his legs and injuries to his 
right ear lobe. A compassionate mail carrier had brought him into the clinic covered 
in blood. When we first saw him, his legs were shaven and you could see the injuries 

clearly. I told them that we would think about it. We left the clinic and I thought about it for maybe a full 
minute, then called the Vet and said we wanted him. They wanted us to name him and for reasons I 
don't remember we named him George. 
 

We took him home for one hour that day and all went well. We took him 
home for three hours the next day. The third day we took him home forever. George's 

hair grew back. His ear healed. He is a moderate size dog of Basset ancestry with short 
little legs. Now, he has constant petted by us and visitors, gets lots of treats, a daily 

ride or walk, top notch Vet care, and gets a professional haircut every 4 months.  
Observations: We needed George as much as he needed us. The dogs were 

answers to our prayers. In Matthew, we are told that if you have done it to the least of 
these you have done it unto Me. I believe that this applies to people, dogs, sparrows, 
etc. Thanks to the mail carrier, Vets, and vet clinic staff who cared about an injured little dog. 
Submitted by James Anderson 
 

Upcoming Celebrations 
 
Birthdays:    Louise Locke     March 16th  

    Alexis Arthur     March 26th 
If you would like to have a birthday or anniversary date published and it is not 
printed in the directory, please contact Linda Myers. Also, we would love to 
publish announcements of new members of your family, so that all may share in 
your joy. 

 
Ancient Joke of the Week 

A man was leaving church one Sunday when he passed the Pastor standing at the door, shaking hands 
with the congregants. As he walked by the minister, he was grabbed by the hand and pulled to the side. 
The Pastor said to him “You need to join the Army of the Lord!” The man replied, “I’m already in the 
Army of the Lord.” The Pastor questioned him, “How come I don’t see you except for Christmas and 
Easter?” He whispered, “I’m in the Secret Service!” 


