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Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 

Newsletter: October 20, 2020 
 
A Meditation 

Beloved Friend, You are my hope, 
 my comfort and my guide; 
   You lead me through troubled times 
 on to peaceful paths. 
With your strength upholding me, I 
 gain courage 
   to stand for truth and justice, 
   for all that is loving and kind. 
Even when I fear death, your love 
 suffuses me; 
   You help me understand that to die 
   to inappropriate habits opens 
 the doorway to new life. 
You prepare a chapel in my heart, 
 a home where I feel secure. 
Surely, your loving companion Presence 
 will be with me 
   all the days of my life and  
  forevermore. 
 
This meditation by Nan C. Merrill is from her book, Meditations and Mandalas: Simple Songs for 
the Spiritual Life. She is an author and retreat leader. Her most well-known book is Psalms for 
Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, which is a modern translation of the Psalms. As we move 
into fall and winter this year, we will need to be spend more time indoors to keep ourselves and 
others safe during this COVID pandemic. We can be comforted and maintain inner peace, if we 
devote time each day for prayer, mediation, and reading that renews our spirit.  

 I find this mediation above particularly comforting. When you read it, do you recognize its 
resemblance to the words of Psalm 23? It is comforting to know that God has prepared a chapel 
in our heart and God provides a loving presence in our lives. As we think about that chapel in 
our heart, we can nurture our love for ourselves and for one another. My prayer is that you may 
be comforted by God’s love and continual presence in your life. Blessings, Mother Carol+ 

 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, November 22, at 2 P.M. We will 
be having a virtual Parish Annual Meeting and will need to make sure we 

have enough people for a quorum.  
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Grace Sears, a Life Well-Lived 

In 2002, Rick Warren published a book called The Purpose Driven Life. It 
has helped many of us who search for meaning, focus and reason in a 
world that sometimes seems far too complicated and scattered. As I 
consider the life of Grace Sears, it is difficult not to have this particular 
work come clearly to mind. From her youth, Grace seemed to be on a 
path directed by a love of learning and a desire to follow Christ. 

Grace was born in Wilmington, Delaware in 1943, in the middle of WWII, into a devout 
Presbyterian family. Both her father and grandfather were ordained ministers in their Church, 
her father becoming a seminary professor. Her mother was from a farming family on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and was trained as a teacher. She taught Grace to read at the age of 
5 and instilled in her a life-long love of reading. Raised by this God-centered family, Grace grew 
into her Christian faith before the first grade. Soon her family grew as she had two siblings, a 
brother and sister. 

In 1956, her family moved to St. Louis. Several years later, her father started work with 
the Committee for Bible Translation, which produced the New International Version. This was a 
project of many years, as he continued on this Committee until 2009. 

During her sophomore year of college, she went to Jordan on a student archeological 
expedition with her family. Her assignment was in Dothan, the area where Joseph was sold by 
his brothers. Grace recalled the enormity of being in a place that had been inhabited by such 
historic and biblical figures, and seeing the same sites that they had experienced in their lives. 
While there she visited other archeological excavations that dated back to 1200 B.C. Following 
this, Grace spent a summer taking classes on the Mount of Olives, learning from the First Book 
of John, which was read in Greek. 

In 1964, she graduated from Calvin College, and attended Ohio University graduate 
school the following year where she studied for her Master’s Degree in literature. There she 
met Richard Sears, who was also pursuing an advanced degree in the same field. She taught 
Writing classes at Covenant College in Tennessee that same year, and married that summer. 

In 1967-68, Richard started his 43-year career at Berea College in the English/Theatre 
Department. He soon began researching the 19th century history of Berea and the abolitionist 
missionaries who started it. Grace worked on her PhD in Renaissance Literature at the 
University of Kentucky. 

Robert Sears was born in 1970 in Berea; and Alden Sears in 1975 in Exeter, while the 
family was on a sabbatical in England. During this time Grace took a hiatus from her doctoral 
work, but completed her PhD from UK as the children became less dependent.  She enjoyed a 
second sabbatical in Japan while Robert was in college, and Alden was in high school. Originally, 
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Grace and Richard attended the Methodist church in Berea, and later the Presbyterian church, 
and eventually Christ Church Episcopal in downtown Richmond. 

Very few of the charter members of Our Saviour are still around, but Grace’s name is on 
the list. She was also on the vestry that voted to move out of the Christ Church building 
downtown, and served as bishop’s warden when the contract was negotiated for the sale of the 
Carrier property, and held the first services in what is now the Parish Mission House. Grace says 
that she knew that if we were to succeed in establishing the Church of Our Saviour, we would 
need a lot of prayer, so she urged the inactive Daughters of the King to get busy, although she 
was not a member herself.  

She and Anna Haug became Daughters of the King in the same year; 1995. Grace had no 
idea where this decision would take her. Martie Conaway proposed her for Diocesan Assembly 
president two years later, and she held that office for six years, while continuing to work first at 
Sanders Brown as an editorial assistant, and later at the Department of Surgery at UK as a 
publications editor. In 2003, she was elected to the National Council of the Order. She was 
quickly put to work editing the DOK magazine, The Royal Cross. Because of these new 
responsibilities, she left the UK Medical Center and started working part-time in Special 
Collections at Berea College. 

Six years later, she left the Berea library for the most demanding job that she had ever 
had—leading the Order as president from 2009-2012. It required conducting meetings small 
and large, speaking at retreats, traveling, writing quarterly columns, overseeing the plans for 
the Triennial (and signing contracts!), with lots of phone calls and correspondence. She visited 
the Episcopal Center in New York, and Daughters groups across the country. Abroad she visited 
the Lambeth palace in England, Malawi, and Brazil. Expenses paid, but no salary! Yet she says 
that it was enormously rewarding. Grace says that she feels that God called her just for that 
time. For the three following years, she served as Archives Chair and Advisor to the next 
president. She is still involved as the Archives chair, works with the international committee 
and gets called on for “odds and ends”. 

She was at ECOS during the exciting days when Father Birch Rambo led us in erecting 
our present church building. Without his leadership, she feels that it would have been a long 
time before we got to that point. No, she does not remember what she wrote in the walls of 
the building, though she remembers doing it. She is enormously thankful for the people of Our 
Saviour, and prays for our spiritual and physical health during Covidtide. She continues to be 
active in the Church community, recently organizing the Madison County Church History 
Project, which focused on area churches which were formed before the Civil War. 

Her younger sister now lives in Massachusetts, and her brother in Holland. Her son 
Robert and his wife Gosha now have three children: Carlton, 15 currently in school in Denmark; 
Anya 13, and Maria, 11, both learning virtually at Berea Community school. 
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She likes cats, cooking, gardening, music and always books. She claims to be a bit of an 
introvert. She has taken up the mountain dulcimer over the past few years. She enjoys her 
three wonderful grandchildren, and is so thankful that they live in Berea now, instead of 
Oregon. 

We are truly blessed to have such a devoted, uplifting, and purpose driven member 
among our numbers. Thank you, Grace, for all that you do! 

Composed with information provided by Grace Sears, with additional editing by Linda Myers. 

                                                Two New Daughters of the King 

On All Hallows Eve, Saturday, October 31, two new members of the Mary 
Magdalene Chapter will take their vows as Daughters of the King. Pam 
Holmes and Karon Click have been meeting virtually with Grace Sears and 
Leslie Farris since May, working through a 12-part study guide in 
preparation for membership.   

They will take their vows to follow the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of 
Service, and pledge to wear the silver cross of the Order. Then they will receive their crosses, 
with a warm welcome from the Daughters who are able to be present. The whole service will 
be available on our website, oursaviourky.org, on Sunday morning, All Saints Day.  Rejoice with 
us!   

Pam and Karon are joining 9 other Daughters in the Mary Magdalene chapter; we are 
especially blessed because Mother Carol is an active Daughter, and the Rev. Jennifer Woodruff 
Tait meets with us when her responsibilities permit. One of the primary functions of a 
Daughters of the King chapter is to pray for the church to which we belong, and to “render at all 
times aid to the clergy as deemed necessary for the spiritual up-building of the parish.”(The 
Handbook)  We also serve beyond the church, especially seeking to bring others into a 
relationship with Jesus and into the fellowship of the church.   

It’s easy to ask Daughters for prayer.  Louise Locke, Mother Carol, Leslie Farris or Grace 
Sears will be glad to pray with you, take your request and share it with the chapter. Please tell 
us if you want your request to remain confidential, and let us know if the situation changes.  

Submitted by Grace Sears, email: gphsears@yahoo.com 

Administrative Help Needed in Parish Office 

In this time of COVIDtide, we are operating with a budget deficit. Unfortunately, we have been 
unable to bring back Michelle Maxwell as our Administrative Assistant. If anyone has a few 
hours to spare to help out with basic work in the office (photocopying and organizing files), 
please let Mother Carol know. This is an equal employment opportunity for men and women in 
the parish. Thank you! 
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“Pass me not O gentle savior”: The Backstory 

Many hymns have interesting backstories that make them even more 
meaningful. For example, you may recall in our Sunday, August 
16, service, you heard Laura Melius and Alan Fryar sing “Pass 
me not O gentle Savior.” Like many hymns, this one emerged out 

of a real event.  It was written by Fanny Crosby (1820-1915), a 
Methodist and a prolific hymnwriter with over 8500 hymns to her credit. She was blind, studied 
at the New York School for the Blind, and later taught there. She was a strong advocate for 
blind concerns—once addressing Congress on this issue. She married another blind musician, 
Frederick Van Alstyne (some hymnals list her under her married name--Frances J. Van Alstyne). 
This hymn was inspired by her visit to a prison. After speaking and singing to the prisoners, she 
heard a prisoner cry out “Good Lord, do not pass me by,” and she wrote the words that 
evening. The melody was written by her frequent collaborator, William Doane, a long-time 
Cincinnati musician and church leader. It was her first hymn to achieve international 
recognition because of its use in the London revivals by Dwight Moody and Ira Sankey.,  

More recently, this hymn been performed by various artists including Bill Gaither, Lyle 
Lovett, Reggie Houston, and Bob Dylan. Hip-hop musician MC Hammer performed a variation, 
“Do not pass me by.” It has been used in at least two movies, “Leap of Faith” and “Freedom” (in 
a rather raucous rendition).  We used it at ECOS on August 16 to accompany the Matthew 
15:21-28 Gospel reading. 

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pass_Me_Not,_O_Gentle_Saviour 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-pass-me-not-o-gentle-savior 

https://www.godtube.com/popular-hymns/pass-me-not-o-gentle-savior/ 

Submitted by Jane Rainey 

Knit and Purl 

If you enjoy knitting and have some time this fall, we are accepting 
hats, mittens and scarfs to donate to homeless men, women, and 

children in Madison County. We will also accept these items 
purchased in a store. For more information, please contact Mother 

Carol+ 

Exciting Contest, not to be Missed! 

There has been some discussion on the less than flamboyant moniker of this newsletter. 
Newsletter, although descriptive, lacks a bit of creativity and panache. Therefore, we would like 
to propose a small contest for the purpose of finding a more appropriate name for this 
endeavor. We would like to request that you send ideas for titles that would be more 
interesting. Once enough ideas are submitted, we will publish all entries. These entries would 
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then be voted on by readers, and the name acquiring the most votes would receive a $25 
Amazon Gift card. Submissions can be made to rukasa05@aol.com by November 1st, or there 
about, as I’m not a stickler. Have fun! Be creative! We look forward to your submissions. 

If you would like to submit an article or announcement, please email it to rukasa05@aol.com  
by Friday of the second and forth week of the month to ensure publication. 

Thank you, Linda Myers 

                                          Ancient Joke of the Week 

A man, late for an important meeting, was searching desperately for a parking spot in a 
crowded parking lot. Looking up to the sky he entreated, “Lord, if you find me a parking 
spot, I promise to start going to church again.” The words were barely out of his mouth 
when a spot opened up right in front of his car. The man looked back up. “Never mind, I 
found one!” 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


