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                          Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 

Christian Hope 

As Christians our hope is grounded in our baptism in which we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and adopted 
as God’s beloved children. Our hope is rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ through whom resurrected life 
is made possible. We have hope knowing the God is loving, merciful, and faithful. God is always present 
and working in our lives, both in ways known and unknown to us. As the apostle Paul reassured the 
early Christian community in Rome: “For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

Romans 8:24-25 
 
 We are living in a time in which we hope for what we do not yet see. We are patiently waiting 
for the COVID pandemic and the disruptions it has brought to our lives to subside. While we may not 
know when and how this will happen, we trust that God is ever present with us and will guide and 
sustain us in the days ahead.  
 
 I invite all of you to dream about what God’s can make possible through our ministry in 2022. 

God has blessed each one of us with different gifts (the gifts of teaching, public speaking, gardening, 

singing, playing a musical instrument, artwork, carpentry, cooking and baking, organizing, working with 

children, caring for the elderly, helping homeless persons, and many other gifts). How can you use your 

God-given gifts, life experience, and skills to contribute to our ministry? If we all work together, with 

God’s help, we will be able to accomplish amazing things. Let us remain deeply grounded in our 

Christian hope and dream boldly. 

“…but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles, they 

will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31 

In Christ’s Hope, Mother Carol+ 
Our Dedicated Altar Guild 

The Narthex of our church is a warm and welcoming area, with its cozy, bright windows, entry into side 
rooms, one colorfully arranged for children, a work area ladened with items ready for ongoing 
community projects, and a newly remodeled kitchen, frequently exuding the aroma of a fresh pot of 
coffee. This is indeed a friendly and lively part of our church. But as one passes through the sanctuary 
doors, a different, more solemn feeling overtakes the visitors. Inside is a sense of prayerfulness and a 
feeling that this is a sacred place. 
 

This is certainly no accident. Indeed, we are in a church, dedicated to worship of our loving God. 
It is clear that the ambiance of this place is maintained to a very high standard in order to enhance the 
prayerful surroundings and increase our communion with the Most High. Always clean and polished, 
and decorated for the season, the sanctuary is the focus of steadfast dedication for a special group of 
members of our church. These ladies are the members of the Altar Guild. Presently, they are Leslie 
Farris, Louise Locke, Pat Harris, Marilyn McMillen and Karon Click. 
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To maintain such a high level of dedication, each of these women trained to learn 
exacting specifications of setting up the altar, including the handling and proper folding of the 
altar linens, prescribed disposal of the altar wine and bread, and the appropriate decorations for 
each season of the liturgical calendar. Aside from regular cleaning of the sanctuary, cruets and 
candles sticks, caring for and laying out the linens for the services, the ladies gather twice a year 
to do a deeper cleaning which includes polishing of the altar area and a changing of the linens 
and making any other necessary changes. This happens before Easter and before the Christmas 
celebration. 
 
This year, the changes made for the Christmas season brought not only a great satisfaction to 

the ladies, but a sense of joy and humor, as the tree was erected and decorated. This was no easy feat, 
as an important part of the tree itself was nowhere to be found. The intrepid volunteers concocted an 
amazing DYI project to bring the baseless and unsupported tree into compliance. A little bit of wooden 
molding, a few larger sticks, a large rock or two, and of course, some trusty duct tape soon brought the 
synthetic conifer to its erect stance. A work of genius to be sure. Soon the unruly timber was decorated 
into a gleaming white tribute to the season. With ceaseless commitment and good cheer, the ladies of 
the Altar Guild accomplished their task of bringing beauty and a sense of reverence to our worship 
space. 

 
This attitude of devotion to the preservation of solemnity and reverence is the hallmark of the 

Altar Guild. The present members have a history of service. Leslie Farris recalls serving on the Junior 
Altar Guild as a young girl, where she learned much of the basics of Episcopal theology, and a familiarity 
whenever she is in an Episcopal church other than ECOS. She does remember a time when attendance 
with the Jr. Guild required gloves and a head covering, something that is not missed. Her main concern 
at this point is the lack of sacredness that seems to be overtaking the world, and her work in the Guild is 
somewhat of an effort to forestall this. 

 
Marilyn McMillen has served on the Guild for approximately 

32 years. She remembers that she was trained by Marti Conaway, 
wife of Father Art. She says that she was instructed that the best way 
to begin service for the Guild is with a prayer. She says that it is the 
type of service that can be performed in a singular way, or in a group, 
so that if a person likes to meditate while performing church service, 
this is a wonderful opportunity. She assured us that the work is much 
less formal than it has been in the past, and that the tasks are many 
and varied, so that people with physical limitations are still able to be 
helpful. 

 
Pat Harris has been a member for approximately 18-20 years. She is very humble when speaking 

of her service and supposes that one of her greater contributions is the abundant flowers that she grows 
in her garden, (she is English) and brings to place on the altar. These we have all enjoyed on Sundays and 
various holidays.  She quietly performs her tasks and slips out when she is done. 

 
Louise has been in the Guild for about 15 years. She has been a very active and stalwart 

member. Louise recalls a time when the linens were taken to each member’s home and washed and 
ironed. She spoke of another member from that time who mentioned that when she was tending to the 
linens, she felt that her laundry room became sacred. Louise said that “We feel that as we are preparing 
the altar, we are setting Christ’s table.” 
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Karon Click is now in training to become a Guild member. She mentioned that she tried helping 

in the garden, but as many of us have discovered, some tasks are best left to others. She told Louise that 
she was impressed by the presentation of the church, and Louise asked her if she would be interested in 
joining in the preparation of the sanctuary. She volunteered to work with Karon to teach her the specific 
methods of preparing the altar. Karon mentioned that this was the only church that has asked her to 
participate in this manner, and she looks forward to continuing her training as Covid recedes. 

 
The group works in pairs each week to prepare the altar, candles, bread, and linens. Generally, 

whoever is setting up for the service provides the flowers and tidies up after the service is complete. 
They would greatly welcome any interested church members who would enjoy this calling. I spent one 
morning with this devoted and entertaining group and thoroughly enjoyed the comradery and 
dedication of each individual. If you are interested in participating, please contact Louise Locke or Leslie 
Farris for additional information.                                                                               Submitted by Linda Myers 

 
Feeding our Hungry and Homeless Neighbors 

 
There continues to be a great need to provide food for our hungry and homeless neighbors 

(men, women, and children). Hunger can affect anyone, regardless of their age, ethnicity, gender, or 
where they live. Many people have lost their jobs during the pandemic with business closures and many 
women have had to leave their jobs because they no longer have day-care, or their children need help 
with schooling at home when there is online instruction. The United States is the richest nation in the 
world and yet in Kentucky, 1 in 6 people are unsure about where they’ll get their next meal.  
 

As Christians, we are called to provide compassionate care for our neighbors in need. Several 
women in our parish are faithfully preparing sandwiches, snacks, beverages, and fruit to give to 
homeless persons each week.  

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me. Matthew 25:35 

We also need donations of canned food that can be opened with a pop-up lid. Or you can make 
a financial donation so the Outreach Committee can buy food in bulk for our donations to homeless 
persons. You can write a check to Episcopal Church of Our Saviour and in the memo line write “Outreach 
Committee.” If you would like to help by making lunches or donating canned food, please talk to Janie 
Jordan. 

 
Proposal for a National Hymn 

Congressman James Clyburn (D-SC), along with 44 co-sponsors, introduced a bill (HR 301) early last year 
to amend Title 36, United States Code, to make “Lift every voice and sing” the national hymn of the 
United States. The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church has endorsed this idea and instructed the 
Office of Government Relations to advocate for its passage. (See below.) 
 

You might have thought we already had a national hymn. “God of our fathers whose almighty 
hand” is included in the “National Songs” section of our Hymnal (#718) along with the “Star-Spangled 
Banner,” “America the Beautiful” and other patriotic songs. The words were written by Daniel Crane 
Roberts, rector of a Vermont church for a July 4th celebration of the 1876 centennial of the Declaration 
of Independence. (He set it, ironically, to the hymn tune “Russian Hymn.” Maybe that is why it didn’t 
become an immediate hit.)  A new tune was written by George William Warren for the centennial of the 
Constitution—the tune we are familiar with including the trumpet fanfares before each line. The 
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Church’s Commission on revising the Hymnal accepted it into the Hymnal in 1892. It has been with us 
ever since. However, the words “music: National Hymn, George William Warren” at the bottom of #718  
refer to the name of the current  tune—not to any Congressional action!  (All hymns in our Hymnal have 
tune names.) 

Bills to make other songs our national hymn, including “God bless America” 
and “American the beautiful”, have been introduced in Congress in previous 
years but none have passed.  So what is HR 301 all about? And why is the 
Episcopal Church supporting it? “Lift every voice and sing” is #599 in our 
Hymnal and #1 in our African-American Hymnal by the same name (used by 
our choir and often abbreviated as LEVAS).  The words were written by 
James Weldon Johnson, set to music by his brother, and first sung by public 
school children in 1900 at a Lincoln’s Birthday event. It has been embraced 
by the NAACP and widely used at African-American commemorative events. 
It has become known informally as the “Black National Anthem” even 
though it is also sung by predominately white congregations including ours. 
(The Episcopal Church and the Lutheran Church were the first largely white 
denominations to include it in hymnals and it is currently included in 42 
hymnals, black and white.)  
 

The divisive implication of calling it the “black national anthem” seems to be what prompted 
Rep. Clyburn’s proposal. In his words, “To make it a national hymn, I think, would be a way of bringing 
the country together. It would say to people, ‘You aren’t singing a separate national anthem, you are 
singing the country’s national hymn.’ The gesture itself would be an act of healing. Everybody can 
identify with that song.”  The words of the hymn recall the suffering of African Americans in the “gloomy 
past” of “weary years” and “silent tears” under slavery and after, but also express faith and hope for the 
future: “facing the rising sun of our new day begun.” Episcopal priest Richard Schmidt, who includes a 
meditation on this hymn in his book Sing to the Lord an Old Song, poses the question as to whether it is 
presumptuous for him as a white male brought up in the segregated south to even sing the hymn, but 
he concludes, “For people of all races, this hymn keeps the crimes and tragedies of the past before us 
and challenges us to correct the continuing injustices they have bequeathed us and never to repeat 
them.” (p. 158)  And another supporter of  Clyburn’s proposal reminds us that “the plight of African-
Americans is a central part of American history” that has affected and continues to affect all of us. 

  
Would having an official “national hymn” violate the Establishment Clause of the First 

Amendment (“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion”)?  A writer on the 
“ChristianHeadlines” website finds the hymn “arguably more Christian-centric than the national anthem, 
‘The Star-Spangled Banner.’”  While a very strict church-state separationist might agree, there is already 
ample precedent in the wording of the National Anthem, on our money, on many license plates, and in 
the pledge to the flag.  The word “God” does not make it specifically Christian. And the word “hymn” 
does not in itself make a musical work any more religious than the word “anthem”.  

 
Finally, should a national hymn be easy for all to sing?  I would put “Lift Every voice” on a par 

with our national anthem in terms of high notes, low notes, and melodic complexity—a bit challenging 
but it can be done. We have sung it many times at Our Savior! 

 
The Episcopal Church has spoken:  
Resolved, That the Executive Council supports and endorses the plan to designate the anthem “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” as the national hymn of the United States; and be it further 



 5 

Resolved, That the Executive Council direct the Office of Government Relations to advocate for the 
passage of H.R. 301, or other legislation with similar intent. https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-
congress/house-bill/301  
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/governing_and_interim_bodies/executive_council/resolution?i
d=298 

Now it’s our turn. The Office of Government Relations asks us, “Please join us in urging your members 
of Congress to support H.R. 301 to commemorate the song’s lasting ode to Black Americans and 
freedom.”  Here is the hymn. Decide for yourself:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq-r3bAiKz4   

More listening: 

“God of our Fathers” – NOT an official national hymn but still a stirring and majestic hymn: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8V6VJLIC6M 

“Lift every voice” by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir (a fancy arrangement) 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10158032712583868 

“Lift every voice” by the Spelman College glee club (a fancy arrangement) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRF9FOPgLpw 

Sources:  

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-
alerts/?vvsrc=%2fcampaigns%2f87086%2frespond 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/to-help-heal-racial-wounds-black-national-anthem-would-
become-americas-hymn-under-proposal/ar-BB1cFpLs?ocid=st 

https://www.npr.org/2018/08/16/638324920/american-anthem-lift-every-voice-and-sing-black-
national-anthem 

https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/michael-foust/america-could-get-a-faith-
centric-national-hymn-under-proposal-by-rep-james-clyburn.html 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-
bill/301?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+301%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1 

https://www.npr.org/2021/01/22/959704849/rep-james-clyburn-proposes-to-make-lift-evry-
voice-and-sing-the-national-hymn 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58482970 

Richard H. Schmidt, Sing to the Lord an Old Song, Forward Movement  

The 1940 Hymnal Companion                                                   Submitted by Jane Rainey 

Are You Called to Preach?: Lay Preaching Initiative 
The Diocese of Lexington is offering a two-year program to form lay members of our diocese in the art 
of preaching. Beginning in February 2022, Dr. Mark Medley and The Ven. Laurie Brock will work with 6 
lay members to begin a pilgrimage of preaching.  
  
Applications are available online at this link: https://www.saint-michaels.org/lay-preaching-
initiative.html 
Successful applicants should have the recommendation and support of their priest, be active members 
of their congregation, and be willing to commit to a two-year program that will meet in-person and 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/301
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/301
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/governing_and_interim_bodies/executive_council/resolution?id=298
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/governing_and_interim_bodies/executive_council/resolution?id=298
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq-r3bAiKz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8V6VJLIC6M
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10158032712583868
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRF9FOPgLpw
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/?vvsrc=%2fcampaigns%2f87086%2frespond
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/?vvsrc=%2fcampaigns%2f87086%2frespond
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/to-help-heal-racial-wounds-black-national-anthem-would-become-americas-hymn-under-proposal/ar-BB1cFpLs?ocid=st
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/to-help-heal-racial-wounds-black-national-anthem-would-become-americas-hymn-under-proposal/ar-BB1cFpLs?ocid=st
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/16/638324920/american-anthem-lift-every-voice-and-sing-black-national-anthem
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/16/638324920/american-anthem-lift-every-voice-and-sing-black-national-anthem
https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/michael-foust/america-could-get-a-faith-centric-national-hymn-under-proposal-by-rep-james-clyburn.html
https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/michael-foust/america-could-get-a-faith-centric-national-hymn-under-proposal-by-rep-james-clyburn.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/301?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+301%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/301?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+301%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/22/959704849/rep-james-clyburn-proposes-to-make-lift-evry-voice-and-sing-the-national-hymn
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/22/959704849/rep-james-clyburn-proposes-to-make-lift-evry-voice-and-sing-the-national-hymn
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-58482970
https://www.saint-michaels.org/lay-preaching-initiative.html
https://www.saint-michaels.org/lay-preaching-initiative.html
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online. Upon completion, the lay members will be Licensed Lay Preachers in the Diocese and will preach 
in pulpits across our diocese. For more information, contact Dr. Mark 
Medley at mark.medley@bsk.edu or The Ven. Laurie Brock at rector@saint-michaels.org. 
 

Calling All Youth 
The diocesan staff has moved into new offices on Walton Avenue in Lexington. Help us name the new 
space! Send all submissions to Canon Amy Chambers Cortright at canon@diolex.org. The best 
submission wins a prize!  
 

The Electric Revival 2022 
Feb. 19-20, 2022  

The Electric Revival returns at Trinity Episcopal Church 

of Covington, Kentucky. February is the worst. 

Christmas is over, A New Year in the Spirit is a mere 

memory and summer camp at the Cathedral Domain is 

still months away. It’s dark by noon and absolutely 

frigid.  

What we need is a little taste of that “Domain Love” to 

get us through the long winter. What we need is a 

youth revival!  

The cost is ONLY $20 per participant (grades 7 thru 12) 

which includes dinner Saturday evening, breakfast 

Sunday morning AND a t-shirt! For more information & 

to register, please go 

to: https://trinitycovington.org/revival 
 
 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Tammy Harkleroad, Feb. 1 
Mary Arthur, Feb. 9 
Linda Myers, Feb. 16 
Louise Locke, March 16 
Alexis Arthur, March 26 

 
Parish Calendar 

Sunday, January 30: Installation of Vestry members for 2022 

Sunday, January 30: Vestry Meeting, 2:30 PM (via Zoom) 

Wednesday, March 2: Monthly Public Service of Healing, 7 P.M. 

Sunday, February 20: Bishop Mark Van Koevering’s Visit 

Wednesday, March 2: Day of Fasting and Ash Wednesday service, 
7 p.m. 

 
 

mailto:mark.medley@bsk.edu
mailto:rector@saint-michaels.org
mailto:canon@diolex.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wyvza1-Ht8N7hVGBZf15G9ENF8tkhKF8E1tZHaBaWD-KNptrXdqGJXFrqQVWXnOsEXecq7V4z6T89sJxmcnU13ebIS_1mzhHJnRkoLJJX7sKrwFv-T--Qz-2tqCZ9n7PqD3JWMtUthrOpCzxttFAFqkjS6pWxfWy&c=abSYV24hNqDGs9D_A8I4_eSgeZixooICQArGBu8-GqzO27PDuHiZHQ==&ch=ivX2QbXb4x3406q8Eu_8DqhUSpNE0SHikn91NiIrCmpPqRHx1rLzlw==
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Ancient Joke of the Week 

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant 
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a 
vacant pump. “Reverend,” said the young man, “I am so sorry about the delay… It seems as if everyone 
waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip.” The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean. 
It’s the same in my business!” 
 
Please contact the newsletter editor Linda Myers to include any news items or happy events in the next 
issue! 
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