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Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 
Newsletter: December 8, 2020 

 
The Meaning of Advent 

 
The Christian calendar begins its new year not on January 1, but on the first 
Sunday of Advent — which is always four Sundays before Christmas (December 
25) and the Sunday closest to St. Andrew’s Day (November 30). Our word 
“Advent” derives from the Latin Adventus, which means “coming,” and 
originally referred just to the coming of the feast of Christmas. But over time 
the season of Advent took on a double meaning. Today it refers both to the 
“first coming” of Jesus Christ in his birth at Christmas and to his “second 
coming” at the end of time.  

It is important to remember that Advent is not just a season in which we recall 
an event of the past — Jesus’ birth — but also a time in which we look to the 

present and the future. When will Jesus come again? When will we see the kingdom of God on earth, as 
it is in heaven? Of course no one knows. And so the more important questions are: What can we do as 
the Church, Christ’s body here on earth, to welcome God’s reign of justice and peace today? What can 
we do as individuals to reorder our lives in the light of God’s love? What would it mean to live as a 
people who believe in Jesus as the Savior of all the earth and who expect him to come again at the 
fulfillment of time? Each Advent we turn to these questions anew. Source: Daily Prayers for All Seasons 
(New York: Church Publishing, Inc. 2014), p. 1. 
 

God loves a cheerful giver! 
Have any of you been wondering if, or how, we were going to have a stewardship campaign this year?  
Usually in October or November we ask a couple of members to tell us one Sunday morning what the 
church means to them.  Then we give out pledge cards and ask everyone to take part in supporting the 
ministry of the church with their time, talent, and treasure. “For where your treasure is,” Jesus said, 
“there your heart will be also.”  (Mt. 6:21) 

 
But this year we can’t follow our usual pattern.  Since March we have not been able to gather as 

a congregation to share the bread and wine in Jesus’ name. That also means we cannot pass an offering 
plate every Sunday. Yet in spite of the uncertainties and difficulties of this year, members of Our Saviour 
have been faithful in sending in their pledges, whether by check or through the online portal the Diocese 
has set up for us. When Treasurer Laura Melius broke down the income vs budget numbers through the 
end of October, the vestry was greatly encouraged.  Even without those offering plates, our members 
keep giving!   

 
To say a special thank you, the vestry will be delivering a gift bag to the homes of all our 

members, starting this coming Wednesday, December 9. You may get a phone call to find out if you will 
be home when a vestry member arrives at your door. Yes, it’s a stewardship campaign, with a letter 
from the church and a pledge card to mail back.  But there’s something extra too, just to say we love and 
appreciate each member. We hope you enjoy it!  Grace Sears 
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Planting a Church: The Seeds of Our Saviour 
 
Not many of us recall our transition from Christ Church on Main to our home 
on Lexington Road. Although it was fraught with uncertainty, hesitation, angst 
and trepidation, it was also a time of dreams, prayer, anticipation and destiny. 
Sally Evans and Marilyn McMillan had recently joined the Church when the 
rector and vestry determined that the congregation needed to move out. The 
Fire Department chief announced that only 50 people could be in a service at 

one time, due to inadequate exits, and at the time more than 50 people attended most Sundays. The 
church did not have the funds to meet the safety codes or the major repairs that were necessary. Both 
Marilyn and Sally had difficulty understanding what to them was a sudden and dramatic change in their 
adopted church home. 

 
Initially, the Baptist Student Union invited the Episcopal congregation to meet in its building on 

the EKU campus. Eventually St. Thomas Lutheran Church agreed to share its building with our worship 
service taking place before theirs. Dan says that he felt that the congregation was like the Israelites on 
their way to the Promised Land, always wandering in the wilderness. As the wandering continued, 
several of the members chose to attend services elsewhere and were welcomed into other 
congregations. The rector, Richard Elberfield, also left. 

 
During this time, the vestry and the planning committee continued to meet at the old Christ 

Church building. They consulted with the diocese and the New York office about how to find a new 
home and dispose of the old one. One sad day, the Christ Church was deconsecrated. After several 
years, it was sold to the Arts Council and the monies were put aside by the Diocese until decisions could 
be made and plans brought forth. 

 
During a series of house meetings, the members were consulted about the future of the 

congregation. Over time a longing for a new permanent home grew. Some congregants preferred to stay 
in the communal relationship with St. Thomas, while others desired to move on, as it was difficult to 
plan events around the schedule of a church which was not our own. At one point, St. Thomas proposed 
that we merge the two congregations. During this time, multiple priests and deacons were sent to 
shepherd the church., but few seemed interested in actually helping to move forward on building a new 
building, some insisting that it was an unnecessary or even Impossible task. 

 
Bishop Wimberly asked a consultant to evaluate our situation and make recommendations. One 

option was simply to close the church down. Another was to plant a new church, and Bishop Wimberly, 
thankfully, chose that option. 

 
Eventually, the diocese sent a representative to speak to the Vestry about starting a NEW 

church. It could be built after much organization, planning, and approval. During this meeting, Sally 
spoke up and asked, “Why is no one looking for properties?”  After the meeting, she and Marilyn talked 
and decided that if something was to be done, they would take up the mantle. Together they decided to 
“run it by the Bishop!” which is precisely what they did.  Sally called the diocese and said “I need to 
speak to the Bishop,” and to her great surprise, they put her right through. Sally told him that she and 
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Marilyn wanted to start looking for properties. After a brief discussion, she won approval.  She reports 
that when she told the Vestry that she had called the Bishop, she was met with what might now be 
called “shock and awe”. 

 
Originally, the two gallant ladies found a property that was just down the road from the current 

property, but the price was too high and it included 20 acres. One day Marilyn called Sally and told her 
that she had seen another property for sale on Lexington Road. Sally approached the house with the For 
Sale sign in the front yard and knocked on the door. Mrs. Carrier answered and after a brief discussion, 
Sally found that Mrs. Carrier had recently been widowed and was alone on the fairly large plot of land 
that contained a large barn, a pig barn, a large and small house. All of this was too much for her to 
attend to. Sally was sure that this was the perfect property upon which to build our church. She 
reported to the Vestry, a priest came to look at the land and the Diocese took it under consideration. 
The chancellor at the time believed that the price was too high, and we should look for cheaper land. 
The Diocese also wanted to be sure that there were no surprises buried on the property, i.e., gas tanks 
or the like. Ralph Ewers, a professor of geology at EKU, took a scanning tool and walked the property to 
answer that question. Grace Sears wrote the Bishop to explain that the value of the property was not 
just the price per acre, but also two usable buildings, one of which we could use for worship while 
renting the other. Its location near the I-75 exit was also important. The diocese then agreed to 
purchase the property, on condition that we plant a new church, with a new name. Bishop Wimberly 
wanted to see a fresh start for the property. 

 
The next issue will tell Dan and Sally’s tale of the community making starts and restarts, trials 

and errors in the building of the new facility. If you would like to add any details that you recall from this 
time, your thoughts are always welcome. Send any additional information to rukasa05@aol.com, or call 
Linda Myers at 513-368-6415. Linda Myers and Grace Sears with input from Dan and Sally Evans. 

 
Tips from the Treasurer 

Did you know that for the 2020 tax year, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act allows a $300 charitable deduction above 
and beyond the standard deduction? Be sure to take advantage – save your 
giving statement and claim that deduction. 
 

Are you 70 ½ or older and receive Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) from an IRA? If so, 
you are able to contribute from those distributions directly to the church or other 501©(3)’s and not 
declare that gift as taxable income. A great tax break since most of us are now taking a standard 
deduction for tax purposes. Checks must be made out to the church or charity and not to you. While 
RMD’s are waived for 2020, keep this in mind for future giving as well.  

 
You can give shares of stock and/or mutual funds to the church instead of cash. This can be very 

beneficial if you own investments for more than a year that have grown in value. When you give them to 
the church you don’t have to pay tax on any capital gains. I’d be happy to answer questions or help with 
any of these strategies.  Laura Melius, Treasurer 
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Berea Celebration of Christmas 

 
Berea College is inviting viewers to join its celebration of Christmas on Friday, 
December 11, and Saturday, December 12 at 7 pm. Berea’s Christmas concerts 
are full of variety: classic choir and ensemble music, bluegrass and roots music, 
and the Black Ensemble. One year a major network came and filmed it. A link 
will be available at http://www.berea.edu/music     Grace Sears 
 

 
Taizé meditation—at church, at home…or at the doctor’s office??? 

At our in-person services, we usually sing a Taizé chant after receiving Communion. Fr. Birch Rambo first 
introduced us to Taizé through a teaching session and Fr. Richard Burden incorporated the chants into 
our services. I have particularly missed this part of our music during “COVIDtide” as perhaps you have 
also. However, I recently got a comment about the chants: “they are nice but why do we have to sing 
them five times?” so perhaps this is a good opportunity for a brief review. The Taizé Community is a 
Protestant-Catholic monastic community in France that draws young and old visitors from around the 
world (https://www.taize.fr/en_rubrique8.html). Their chants serve as a musical way of meditating.  As 
described on the Taizé web page: “Using just a few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly 
grasped by the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole 
being.” 

 
Particularly relevant as the coronavirus has upended our usual routines, the web page 

description states further: “These songs also sustain personal prayer. Through them, little by little, our 
being finds an inner unity in God. They can continue in the silence of our hearts when we are at work, 
speaking with others or resting. In this way prayer and daily life are united. They allow us to keep on 
praying even when we are unaware of it, in the silence of our hearts.” 

 
During Advent, we have used these chants: 
“Wait for the Lord” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCRnouCxPrU&list=RDdCRnouCxPrU&start_radio=1&t=6  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qryIYotdDRk 
“Nothing can trouble” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go1-BoDD7CI 
 
The chants are sung in Latin, English, or other languages.  Many are on the Internet. Here is an 

hour’s worth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuPcxLjVxtg 
You may find them comforting as part of your personal prayer and meditation at home, simply by 
listening or humming along. But if you want to learn words and melodies, you can find those here: 
https://www.taize.fr/en_article10308.html 

 
But what about the doctor’s office???  On a personal note: My blood pressure is usually above 

reproach, but I have had trouble with “white coat hypertension”—the numbers would go up at the 
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doctor’s office presumably due to nervousness. I found that if I sing a Taizé chant as I drive to the 
doctor’s and then sing it in my mind while the nurse is taking the readings, my numbers are pretty close 
to those at home.  Try it!  It might work for you at the doctor’s or whenever you are in stressful a 
situation !!! Source: https://www.taize.fr/en_article338.html              Jane Rainey                                   

 
Challenged by Technology?  

 
If you’re feeling challenged by technology, you’re 
not alone. Please let us know what is working for 
you and what is not? Do you prefer snail mail, 
email, text messages, Facebook messages, our 
parish Website, YouTube videos? Would you like 
to learn more about how to use Zoom, Facebook, 
PDF files, or other topics? If you provide us with 

feedback, we will do our best to respond to your concerns and help you. Thank you.    Mother Carol+   
 

Ancient Joke of the Week 
One day, the zookeeper noticed that the orangutan was reading two books – the Bible, and Darwin’s 
Origin of Species. In surprise he asked the ape “Why are you reading both of these books?” “Well,” said 
the orangutan, “I just want to know if I am my brother’s keeper, or my keeper’s brother!” 
 
If you have any articles that you would like to submit, or information that you would like to pass along, 
please send it to rukasa05@aol.com, or call Linda Myers at 513-368-6415. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


