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Celebrating the 50 Days of Easter 
 

Celebrating the 50 Days of Easter is the oldest celebration of the Christian calendar. For 
Episcopalians, Easter is not just one day celebrated on Easter Sunday. Easter is in fact an entire 
season that lasts for 50 days from Easter Sunday (the Sunday of the Resurrection) through to 
the Day of Pentecost. The Easter season also includes the feast of the Ascension, when the 
celebrate Jesus ascend to heaven. In the same way that Christmas was established as a 
Christian feast on the day of the Roman festival of the birth of their sun god, Easter related to 
the religions of the surrounding cultures. The word “Easter” comes from Eostre, the name of a 
Teutonic goddess associated with the return of the season of growth and fertility at springtime. 
The season of Easter was also connected with the Hebrew Feast of Weeks, which began at 
Passover and ended on the fiftieth day as Shavuot or Pentecost. This was originally an 
agricultural festival and later celebrated the giving of the law to Moses on Mount Sinai. In many 
countries the name of the Christian feast we call Easter is still called by its older Greek name, 
Pascha, which means “Passover.” It is this meaning as the Christian Passover that celebrates 
Jesus’ triumph over death and entrance into resurrected life that is the heart of Easter in the 
Christian church. For the early church, Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the Jewish Passover 
feast. Through Jesus we have been freed from the slavery of sin and granted entry to the 
Promised Land of everlasting life. The primary theme of Easter is the resurrection. Jesus was 
raised from the dead and overcame the power of death and the grave. In the baptism of Arlo 
Christopher Cook on Easter Sunday you heard these words in the baptism liturgy: “We are 
buried with Christ by baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life.” (The Book 
of Common Prayer, p. 292). We celebrate that we are also raised to everlasting life with Jesus in 
our baptism. The ancient traditional Easter greeting captures this theme with joy and praise: 
“Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!” The traditional color for Easter 
vestments and altar hangings is white to symbolize joy and celebration. During the Easter 
season you will see a large white candle that is lit at worship services. This is the paschal candle, 
and it symbolizes Christ’s light in the darkness and the triumph of life over death. The candle is 
very large because originally it was lit from the “new fire” of an Easter vigil and never 
extinguished for the fifty days until Pentecost. We would surely get in trouble with our local fire 
department if we did this, so instead we light the paschal candle at every worship service 
through to Pentecost and at every baptism throughout the year. Let us all fully embrace this 
Easter season with great joy. Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your 
trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round 
earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been extinguished by our eternal King. 
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 286 God’s Love, Peace and Blessings, Mother Carol+ 
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Phoebe Bryant Receives a Silver Cross 
 

 

On the last Sunday in April, Phoebe Bryant took her vows as a Daughter of the King.  Members 

of the Mary Magdalene Chapter rejoiced! In the service, Phoebe pledged to keep the Rule of 

Prayer and the Rule of Service and received a Daughters of the King cross.   As a symbol of their 

vows, all Daughters wear a silver-colored Greek cross with a Latin inscription that translates, 

“With heart, mind and spirit, uphold and bear the cross.”  

Martha Davenport, the Diocesan President of the Order, came from Lexington for this special 

occasion.  Martha had joined our discernment group for one of the sessions with Phoebe and 

sent the attached photo.   

The Mary Magdalene chapter prays for the church and all requests that are brought to their 

attention.  If you have a prayer request or thanksgiving, you may send it to them through the 

“Prayers” page on the ECOS website (oursaviourky.org) and submit a request in the box in back 

of church. 

Grace Sears  
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Arlo Cook is Baptized  

A joyous event when Arlo Cook was baptized Easter Sunday! He is the precious son of Brad and 

Rachel Cook. 

  

 

 

  
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 

James and Emily Anderson                      May 12th   

Stephan and Louise Locke                        May 21st  

Bob and Leslie Berger                                May 23rd 

Sally and Dan Evans                                    May 28th  

Michele and David Gore                             May 30th  

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bob Kilbourne                                               May 3rd  

Jim Ferris                                                       May 5th   

Marilyn McMillan                                         May 7th 

Rev. Jennifer Woodruff-Tait                       May 13th 
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Doug Wagner                                                May 27th  

Angie Rice                                                      May 29th 

Elizabeth Woodruff-Tait                              May 31st     

 

Parish Mission House Updates 

We’ve had some work delays, but are making progress. We’ll need some volunteer in the 
coming weeks to help us put everything back in place and put on the finishing touches. Please 
let Leslie Farris know if you can help. 

We’re still taking donations to buy new dishware. Please designate PMH dishes in your check 
notation. 

 

                                          Parish Calendar 

 

Sunday May 22: Vestry Meeting, 12:15 PM 

 

 

Let’s Keep Krogering 

 

We have 20 households in our parish participating in the Kroger Rewards Program. From 
August 29, 2021 to November 27, 2021 our church received $54.44 in donations from Kroger. It 
does not cost you anything to participate and there are no strings attached. You simply need to 
sign up online using our church account number (VP655 - Episcopal Church of Our Savior-
Richmond) to join the Kroger Rewards program 
(https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards). Or you can ask someone at the 
service desk to help you. Anytime you buy anything at Kroger, including prescriptions and gas, 
Kroger donates a percentage of what you spend to our church. It’s that easy to help our 
church!  
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Favorite Recipes of the Month 

 
“Mexican Bean Dip” 

 
Here is a quick and easy recipe (only four ingredients!!) that you may recognize from Sunday 
fellowship hours or potlucks. I can’t swear to its “Mexican” authenticity but I can attest that 
folks seem to enjoy it.  

 
1  8-oz. package cream cheese 

1  31-oz. can refried beans or refried black beans 

1  24-oz. bottle mild picante sauce (can add a little medium or hot) 

Monterey jack cheese (16 oz. chunk or less if you prefer) grated 

 
Layer in this order in a 9” x 13” Pyrex baking  pan:  

cream cheese – softened and spread out (doesn’t have to cover every inch) 

refried beans– spread out over cream cheese (doesn’t have to fully cover it) 

Picante sauce – pour over cheese and beans  

 
Cook at 350 degrees for 25 minutes 

Add grated cheese and cook about 5 more minutes. 

Serve with tostada chips or scoops 

The recipe can be halved by using a 15 0z. can of beans, half of the other three ingredients, and 
a smaller Pyrex pan and works nice for a simple meatless meal with a green salad and some 
fruit. 

(Submitted by Jane Rainey) 

If you have a recipe that you would like to submit for our enjoyment, please send it along to 
Linda Myers. 

 

Ancient Joke of the Week 

An accountant dies and goes to heaven. He is greeted by St. Peter who goes through the usual 
questionnaire. “What sort of accountant are you?” asked St. Peter. “Public Practitioner,” was 
the reply.  “Name?” He gives his name and St. Peter goes through some nearby files and pulls 
one out. “Oh, yes. We’ve been expecting you. You have reached your allotted time,” says St. 
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Peter. “How can that be?” said the accountant. “I’m much too young to go. I’m only forty-
eight!” “No, that’s impossible!” said St. Peter. “Why do you say that?” asked the man. “Well, 
we’ve been looking at your timesheets and the hours that you’ve been charging your clients. By 
our reckoning, you’re at least ninety-three!” 

 

Please contact the newsletter editor Linda Myers to include any news items or happy events 
in the next issue! 

 

 

 

 


