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First Sunday in Advent, Year C                                                                      Episcopal Church of Our Saviour 
November 28, 2021                                                                                                               2323 Lexington Rd. 
Rev. Carol L. Ruthven                                                                                                       Richmond, KY 40475 
 
Readings:  Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke 21:25-36 
  

“…may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all….” 1 Thess. 3:12 

Today we enter the liturgical season of Advent and begin a new year in our church calendar. We 

will be using the readings for Year C of the three-year cycle of the Revised Common Lectionary. Advent 

is a wonderful season to celebrate because it hasn’t been commercialized in the way that other seasons 

of the Church have been. It’s a season in which we get to sing beautiful hymns as we remember Jesus, 

the Holy One, who came to us more than two thousand years ago. We remember that Jesus assured us 

that he would come again in the fullness of time to realize God’s kingdom on earth. Even today, Jesus 

reveals himself in our midst. He calls us to see the many ways in which God is present in our lives in the 

here and now. In Advent, we celebrate the coming of Christ—in the past, present, and future.  

Advent is also a time of expectant waiting that is pregnant with Christian hope. The 20th century 

theologian, Jürgen Moltmann, believed that Christian hope is the divine power that makes us alive in 

this world in the present moment. While we await the second coming of Christ, we remain alert. We’re 

called to look for ways in which we can live faithfully while being filled with hope as Christians. 

Our readings offer words of wisdom about how we can live faithfully in Christian hope. In the 

Old Testament reading, the prophet Jeremiah tells his people that in spite of all evidence to the 

contrary, God will fulfill the promises made to his people. In our own trials and tribulations today, we 

can also find comfort in Jeremiah’s assurance that God’s kingdom characterized by justice and 

righteousness will one day reign. It’s that assurance that provides hope for so many Christians, especially 

those who are marginalized and discriminated against in our society. 

In Psalm 25 we can be inspired by the conviction of the psalmist who believes that no matter 

what happens he will persevere because God can be trusted. Like the Psalmist, we can take comfort in 

knowing that our trust in God provides the courage to respond to the inevitable ups and downs we 

experience in our lives. We can lift up our souls to God and put our trust in God. 

We can be inspired by Paul’s words of wisdom and encouragement to the early Christians in 

Thessalonica in ancient Greece. Paul believed that the Lord would make a way for them to increase and 

abound in love for one another in their Christian community. He also believed that if they did this, they 

would be inspired to expand that love to include all people. Bishop Curry is fond of saying: “…if it’s not 
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about love, it’s not about God.”i Just like Paul’s message to the early Christians in Thessalonica, Bishop 

Curry invites all of us to follow Jesus’ way of love.  

Bishop Curry’s compassionate commitment to follow the way of Jesus’ love was inspired by The 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Dr. King understood that love is not merely a feeling or emotion; love is an 

action that should be practiced over and over again. In a sermon in 1957 preached at Dexter Avenue 

Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, he explained what it meant to love our enemies:  

It’s significant that [Jesus] does not say, “Like your enemy.” Like is a sentimental 

something, an affectionate something. There are a lot of people that I find it difficult to 

like. I don’t like what they do to me. I don’t like what they say about me and other 

people. I don’t like their attitudes. I don’t like some of the things they’re doing. I don’t 

like them. But Jesus says love them. And love is greater than like. Love is understanding, 

redemptive goodwill for all [people], so that you love everybody, because God loves 

them.ii  

 Bishop Curry has said that love is a commitment to work for the good and welfare of 

others. It doesn’t stop at our front door, our neighborhood, our state, or our country. Love is an 

action that calls us as faithful Christians to step outside of our comfort zone, even if it makes us 

uncomfortable and requires us to sacrifice to do the right thing.iii  

 We love others because God first loved us. We love others unconditionally without 

judgment because God loves others in this way. “Love as an action is the only thing that has ever 

changed the world for the better.”iv Love is the action we embrace to work with God to realize 

God’s kingdom on earth.  

Paul reassured the early Christians in Thessalonica that if they increased and abounded 

in love for one another and for all persons, they would be blameless before God at the second 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The same is true for us. 

The season of Advent reminds us of the reality that we live in the tension between the here-

and-now and the future. Our anticipation of the future is pregnant with Christian hope and yet we’re 

keenly aware of the challenges and difficulties of the present moment. We’re challenged because we’re 

imperfect people striving to practice perfect love. In this tension between the present time and the 

anticipated future of God’s kingdom realized on earth, we can live our lives most faithfully as Christians 

by practicing concrete actions of love. We all have a role to play.  

There are so many ways we can practice love as an action. We do this when we pray for one 

another and for others in need and when we call a homebound church member, friend, or neighbor to 
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check with them and see if they need anything. We do this when we grow nutritious food to donate to 

hungry men, women and children in Madison County; when we provide lunches and toiletries to 

homeless persons every Friday; and when we donate new underwear and warm thermal underwear for 

homeless people during the cold winter weather. The members of our Outreach Committee are 

continuing to partner with other Christian churches and the Islamic community in Richmond to provide 

overnight shelter to homeless persons during the coldest days of winter. These are all concrete actions 

of love that provide hope to people in our community, who are longing for hope. We act out of Christian 

hope because we believe in all that God can make possible when we willingly engage with God to 

transform the world in ways that are loving, liberating and life-giving for all persons. God can and will 

work through each one of us. As the renowned 5th century Church father, St. Augustine said: “God 

without us will not; we without God cannot.”  

Gracious and loving God of all people, fill our hearts with your love, cast away any fear, hate, 

anger, or indifference we may have in our hearts, and fill our hearts with love so that we abound in your 

love and share your love with all others.v  Amen. 
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