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Priest-in-Charge Report 
 
Dear Church of Our Saviour, 

Since our last Annual meeting I have been ordained. First as a transitional Deacon in 
April and then as a priest in October. This has been a immensely powerful journey for 
me and I am thankful for the prayers and support of this congregation as you’ve walked 
this path with me.  

In this last year I have worked on a number of issues, including strengthening pastoral 
relationships. For several months I have been meeting with many of you over coffee to 
hear your stories and what has brought you to Our Saviour (There are still several 
people I would like to meet with. If you would like to meet then please send me a 
message with some times and dates you’re available). I have also been doing regular 
visits with our homebound parishioners and I typically visit each and bring them 
communion about once a month. 

Over the summer I taught a “Church 101” series which was very successful and I have 
met with several newcomers who are interested in a similar class, which I will be 
starting in January. I have also taught a confirmation class, trained several acolytes and 
restarted the Sunday morning Adult Forum series. In addition I continue to coordinate 
vestry meetings, provide a monthly Eucharist for Canterbury Club, develop the liturgy 
for Sunday and write weekly sermons. 

I have also spent a significant amount of time navigating the finances of our church. As 
you all know Our Saviour has been struggling financially for the last several years. 2016 
has been a unique year because it is the first time there has not been enough in savings 
to cover our deficit. As a result I have worked with the Vestry and the Finance 
Committee to minimize the cost of running the church. This includes some difficult 
decisions regarding staff and what Our Saviour can reasonably afford. By moving 
forward with the sale of the field we should be able to pay off the mortgage and have 
enough left to make some much needed repairs. As a result we are hoping to pass a 
(nearly) balanced budget for 2017. While our finances continue to be tight I am 
confident they will continue to improve over the next few years. 

This is also my third and final year to be involved with the “The Network”; a Diocesan 
program for newly ordained clergy. My involvement with this program includes meeting 
monthly with: a group of colleagues throughout the state, a spiritual director, a mentor 
and online webinars. I have also dedicated time to participating in clergy conferences 
and clergy retreat. 



In the weeks and months to come there are several projects I hope to initiate. These 
include a teaching Eucharist, starting a newcomers class, and working to strengthen 
Vestry leadership. How much of this takes place will depend on where we land 
financially for 2017, but regardless of what happens next I am grateful for this 
community and the opportunity to pray and worship with you all. Thank you for your 
continued prayers and support as together we continue to discern how God is calling 
Our Saviour to be the body of Christ in the world. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. TJ Tetzlaff 
Priest-In-Charge 

 

 

Finance Report 
 
The Finance Committee met as needed during the 2016 year. It consists of James 
Anderson, Chair; Kari Everett; Tom Bryan, Vestry Liaison. We worked very closely with 
Laura Melius, Church Treasurer. 

Our main duty was to monitor the budget and make recommendations to the Vestry on 
other Financial matters. This year we revised the original budget two times primarily 
due to clergy changes, but also due to concern over diminishing funds. We also met to 
recommend action to the Vestry on selling a tract to Kentucky Utilities. 

It has been a tough year for our Vestry and we commend their efforts under financial 
pressure. We also compliment Laura Melius for her work as Treasurer. I doubt any of us 
realize the time and effort she puts into her duties. 

To see the proposed budget for 2017, CLICK HERE. 

James Anderson, Chair 

  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6480/ecos-projected-2017-budget-with-reductions.xlsx


Altar Guild Report 
 
In 2016 the membership of the Altar Guild has remained steady. We currently have five 
teams of two members each with one member doubling up. The teams serve two weeks 
at a time on a regular rotation. Members continue to freely donate items regularly 
needed such as communion wine, candles, cleaning supplies and paper goods, and 
weekly altar flowers. They are encouraged to turn in receipts for reimbursement or to 
use toward their yearly pledge. 
 
Weekly service preparation requires about 1 ½ to 2 hours and about ½ hour after each 
service to clean linens and vessels and put things away. In seasons with multiple 
special services the amount of time volunteered can quickly add up. Our members also 
gather at least twice yearly to polish brass elements, organize inventory, and do some 
extra general cleaning in the sacristy and sanctuary. 
 
In the year to come the Altar Guild has hopes of replacing some of our well-used and 
somewhat frayed linens and hangings with new ones. 
 
As for many years now, we continue the tradition of meeting once a month for dinner 
and fellowship. New members are always welcome! Anyone interested in knowing more 
about the Altar Guild should contact Louise Locke. 
 
 
 

Music Director Report 
 
The choir continues to shrink, and we are in critical need of new voices. Cheri Tolle who 
has sung with us and soloed for us for many years, even after moving to Florida, has 
informed us that her schedule no longer allows her to be at ECOS on any regular basis. 
Jennifer+ sings with us when she is at ECOS but now that she is ordained, she is in 
great demand elsewhere in her capacity as priest. I can generally count on 4-5 people 
at rehearsal and maybe an average of 5 on Sundays. Despite the faithfulness of this 
small group, this severely limits the types of music we can learn, and if one person has 
to miss, we may have to rethink our plans. So we need and welcome new members. 
Being able to read music is not a requirement. We normally rehearse on Thursdays at 
7:00 but we communicate by e-mail about changes in rehearsal times and also I provide 
YouTubes when available for choir members to work on the music at home. 
 
Having said that up front, I am pleased to say that we still continue to provide music for 
all major services and to lead and educate the congregation in old and new musical 
traditions of the Episcopal Church. In addition to leading hymns and service music and 
singing during Communion on most Sundays, we provided music during Holy Week, on 
Christmas Eve and at the Easter Vigil and on special Sundays such as Pentecost, and 
the Bishop’s Visitation as well as planning and leading an Advent Festival of Lessons 
and Carols. The choir joined with the choir from Emmanuel, Winchester, to sing for Rev. 
TJ’s ordination to the diaconate, and they sang at his ordination to the priesthood. 
 



We provided special music, “An Irish Blessing,” for the farewell service for Rev. Marcia 
Hunter and a special anthem dedicated to the Junior Daughters of the King at their 
dedication service. Our musical options have greatly expanded this year due to the 
discovery of some boxes of music in the parish house basement that had been left by 
our former priest Rev. Birch Rambo. There were multiple copies of many of these “Birch 
books” so we could start using them at once without having to order additional copies. 
 
Special thanks to Margaret Foote for serving as organist for TJ’s ordination to the 
priesthood and on the following Sunday. And thanks to Edwin Tait for serving as 
substitute organist several times this year. Others in the congregation have helped as 
well. Ollie and Janie Jordan have sung several duets for us during the past year. 
Margaret serves as organist at Pond Christian Church but joins us in the choir when her 
schedule permits. 
 
In addition to serving musically, we continued our tradition of providing food and drink 
for the fellowship time following the Easter Vigil and the Christmas Eve service and for 
the fellowship after several Sunday morning services. 
 
Besides hoping for new choir members, we would also welcome instrumentalists, and 
we need to find ways to involve our children musically. 
 
Getting our fifty-year old organ evaluated for possible repairs or refurbishing is still on 
the to-do list. Meanwhile we are thankful to have our wonderful piano that we use when 
it seems most appropriate for our music (and thanks again to Margaret Foote who is the 
“caretaker” of the piano). 
 
Last but not least, we continue to be thankful for the support of the clergy, vestry, and 
congregation. 
Jane Rainey 
 
 
 

 
 
Annual Report of the ECOS Garden for Hungry 
 
No report has been submitted at this time. 
 
 

 
 
Daughters of the King Report – Mary Magdalene Chapter 
 
No report has been submitted at this time. 
  



 

Senior Warden Report 
 
2016 has been another year of challenges. We of the vestry have been tasked with a 
continuing conversation about money. And be assured, this dialogue continues. 
 
However, I would like to speak for a moment about treasure and thanksgiving. 
First, our minister-in-charge, T.J., who joined us as a network candidate, was ordained 
to the sacred order of Deacons this April, and then the Priestly order this October. He 
has been forming us, and we have been forming him. For this I am thankful. Our own 
Jennifer Woodruff-Tait has also followed this path. And I am thankful. 
 
To the guardians of our riches: Laura Melius, the budget committee and vestry for your 
service to keep us aware and on track, thank you. 
 
Our choir is a treasure. Each week Jane and her group bring songs and hymns to 
enrich our worship. And I am thankful. 
 
Our altar guild, illuminators, acolytes, lectors, chalice bearers, secretary and all others 
who contribute to the beauty and order of worship here at Our Saviour are treasures. 
And I am thankful. 
 
Our children and those who care for them are our most valuable treasure. And we are, 
and must be thankful. 
 
Our active and engaged ministry “Garden for the Hungry” is a growing treasure. The 
seeds have been planted in Madison County. Our congregation and our community 
which is nourished are, and will continue to be, thankful. 
 
And finally, the Church of Our Saviour is a place of welcome where all of us, polished 
and unpolished gems, are able to worship our Lord in holiness and peace. For this pearl 
of a great price we should all contribute and be thankful. 
 
 
 

  



 
Junior Warden Report 
 
We Had (2) love your church day on March 12 and September 24th this year, even 
though we had lower turn outs for both events, we accomplish a lot of work on those 
days. 
 
We had a few plumbing issues this year: 
The Parish House had the waste pump go out that caused sewage to back up in the 
basement. The pump was replaced and trap was cleaned. 
 
The toilet in the upstairs bathroom had a slow drain as well as the urinal was also 
running slow. Mikes plumbing removed some small toys from the Toilet and snaked the 
urinal, both seem to fine currently. 
Plumbing in the Men’s bathroom was an ongoing challenge this year, we had Mike’s 
plumbing was out 3 times to fix the urinal and it continued to leak, it has since caused 
mold and needs to be repaired again with drywall work. Mike’s Plumbing would no 
longer respond to our calls, so we decided to hire a new plumber. We hope to have 
those addressed and fixed after the 1st of the year. 
 
We replaced about 8 panes of glass and (2) window sills in the Parrish House and re-
spackled some additional windows. 
 
We had problem with the AC units in the Parrish House and the Narthex this year. The 
Parrish House needed the filter replaced and the Narthex had a pinched condensation 
line that caused water to stand in the carpet in front office. 
 
The Riding mower was stolen from the storage building behind the playground in 
September, the lock was torn off. Nothing else appeared to have been taken. Stephen 
Locke has been working on a replacement. 
 
A very special THANK YOU to everyone that has help with the Love your Church Day 
events, and those that have helped with all the mowing and trimming. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Tom Bryan 
Jr. Warden ECOS 
 
 

  



 
Education for Ministry (EFM) Report 
 
This year we have 7 members in EFM and we are having a great class. We are in our 
10th week. Last year we had 6 members and 3 of those graduated so it was a great 
year. This year we ave two that will graduate, 2 3rd years, 1 2nd year, and 2 1st years. 
 
 

 
 
Canterbury Club Report 
 
In August, The Episcopal Canterbury Fellowship (ECF) and ECOS had a booth at Berea 
College’s annual God on the Quad event to introduce the incoming freshmen to local 
churches and on-campus religious groups. In addition, ECF’s online presence in Berea 
College’s B-Linked club and activity system allows students to join the Fellowship as 
soon as they become aware of us. 
 
ECF met in Danforth Chapel on Berea College’s campus on the first and third 
Thursdays of each month from September 2015 through the end of April 2016. The 
Reverend Dr. Duane Smith, pastor of St. Hubert’s Episcopal Church and professor of 
religion at Berea College, presided over the Eucharist for most of our services. We had 
a regular contingent of four to eight students at the services, with occasional guests 
such as students’ parents and friends. After the service, the group moved to 
PapaLeno’s for dinner and conversation. 
 
On October 1, 2015, the Canterbury Club hosted an on-campus event in the Science 
and Faith in Fruitful Conversation series. A few dozen people attended for dinner and 
conversation, including Berea College students, faculty and staff. An image of the 
poster for the event is inserted below, and a news report on the event is available 
through the Berea College news station, WBER 
(https://vimeo.com/channels/wbernews/141787895; starting at the 13:10 time mark, 
through minute 15). 
 
While I am on sabbatical leave during the fall term of 2016, TJ and Duane Smith are 
taking over the organization of the club. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Megan Hoffman 
 
 

  



 
Report on Children’s Ministry at the Church of Our Saviour 
 
Currently Misty Jackson is assisting me with child care and Christian Education each 
Sunday. On most Sundays we offer the children a small snack after they all arrive and 
then have a Bible story, usually with godly play materials. After the story they may opt to 
play on the floor or work on an art project at the table. Misty has been very good at 
coming up with craft projects and ideas. 
 
We never know who will be there, although there are about half a dozen children who 
come frequently. It used to be that we nearly always had at least one or two children in 
our children’s class. Recently, however, Sundays without any children occur more often, 
though at times we have as many as 7 children at once. 
 
Several of our children participated in Vacation Bible School with St. Thomas Lutheran 
this past summer. As far as I know, we did not have any children attend camp at the 
Cathedral Domain. Perhaps in 2017 we could make a special effort to enable some of 
our children to be attend camp. 
 
Grace Sears 
 
 

 
Contemplative Prayer Group Report 
 
The Contemplative Prayer Group meets in the sanctuary on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00 before Evening Prayer. While the format can vary, the period of prayer typically 
includes 25 minutes of silence with the balance of the time spent in conversation—the 
discussion usually focuses on our prayer lives or on the books we are studying. For this 
year, our studies have focused on Martin Laird’s Into the Silent Land: A Guide to the 
Christian Practice of Contemplation, Henri Nouwen’s Behold the Beauty of the Lord: 
Praying with Icons, and Thomas Keating’s Open Mind, Open Heart, which we are 
currently considering. 3-5 people are usually present. 
 
Robert Spencer 


