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Colesburg Baptist Church  
History of the Church 

 
 
 
 
 

For over 126 years, the congregation of Colesburg Baptist Church has worshipped together in the same 
building, at the foot of the same hill, in one of Hardin County’s most picturesque locations. 

 

The earliest records of the Colesburg Baptist congregation dates to 1880, where the first known pastor, Dr. 
J. N. Prestridge, held services in the old log schoolhouse. In 1889, the old log schoolhouse was replaced 
with a two-room frame structure. The Baptists of the Colesburg area continued to hold services in the new 
school building until the present church was constructed. The new school house served the community until 
the school closed in 1953. It then functioned as a family dwelling until it’s demolition in 1998. 

 

Because of its small congregation, the church often used the resources of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary to obtain ministers. These young students/graduates would usually commute to and from 
Louisville by train. Upon arrival in Colesburg, a family member of the Baptist congregation greeted the 
pastor at the depot. From the station the pastor was escorted to the home of the host family, where he 
would become part of that family for the duration of his visit. Usually arriving on Friday or Saturday, the 
preacher would provide services at the local Baptist Church on the following Sunday. The host family 
provided lodging and meals as part of their obligation to the visiting pastor. 
 

On May 2, 1891, the Baptist congregation of the Colesburg community gathered in force for a special 
meeting. Their numbers were increasing and the thirty-one (31) charter members organized and established 
the Colesburg Baptist Church under the direction of Rev. B. P. Robertson and Rev. G. W. Hurt. 
 

With the call for church letters completed, the Church Covenant and Articles of Faith were adopted. Rev. B. P. 

Robertson was called as the first pastor and Leven (Lev) Purcell, a local farmer and merchant, was elected 

church clerk (a position he held until his death on July 7, 1918). The pastor’s salary was set at $125.00 per year, 

and a special committee was established to solicit funds and materials needed to construct the church. 

 

With Leven Purcell, Patrick Stader and J. W. G. Stark acting as church trustees, the newly chartered 
members of Colesburg Baptist Church purchased a small lot from Uriah and Allie Jane Brewer, which was 
situated across the street from the schoolhouse. It was on this lot that the congregation constructed their 
church. Logs from nearby farms were donated to the cause for construction lumber, and the local mill 
operator, Casius A. Pardee, donated his services to cut the lumber to the proper lengths. As with most small 
communities, it is very likely that the whole town population became involved in the church-raising activities. 
 

On July 25, 1891, while the church was in the early stages of construction, the church joined the Salem 
Association of Baptist Churches, where it remained until Sept. 22, 1899 when Colesburg Baptist Church 
became a member of the newly formed Severns Valley Association. 
 

The Rev. C. C. Coggins succeeded Rev. Robertson as the second pastor of the church in April of 1892. 
While at Colesburg, Coggins contracted typhoid fever and died on April 17, 1893. Four of his closest 
associates from the Baptist Seminary held a memorial service for him at Colesburg. Rev. Coggins would be 
the first and only pastor to die while serving as pastor at Colesburg. 
 

In 1894, Dr. Samuel T. Hubbs joined the congregation, and donated the large bell, which still graces the old 
church tower. While the population of Colesburg has always been predominately Catholic, the Baptists have 
been able to establish and maintain a respectable presence within the community. A Methodist church was 
established in 1897, but it was forced to close in 1915 due to its small congregational numbers. Many old-
timers still remember this church as “the little red church”, since it was painted red. 
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On Feb. 28, 1902, J.W.G. Stark, William Cofer and Leven Purcell, acting as church trustees, acquired 
additional property adjoining the church to make room for further expansion. An additional road-frontage of 
60 feet wide, running the depth of the original property was purchased for $78.00. 
 

In 1913, the ladies of the church decided to handcraft a crazy quilt coverlet to be used as a fundraiser for 
the church. The individual squares of the quilt were sold to people throughout the area for 25 cents each. 
Each square was embroidered with the name of the purchaser, and he or she had a chance to win the quilt 
in a drawing. The successful venture concluded with a one-of-a-kind keepsake that contained 418 names 
representing a large part of the Colesburg population as well as numerous merchants from Elizabethtown. 
Fannie Brown of Colesburg, who was a charter member of the Colesburg Baptist Church, won the coverlet. 
The quilt was eventually donated to the church by Fannie’s granddaughter Rebecca Brown Durrett. 
 

The old frame church remained unchanged in physical appearance for the first 63 years of its existence. 
The membership fluctuated throughout the years, ranging between 30 and 92 members. It was during the 
pastorate of Rev. J.C. Slemp from 1927-1929 that the membership rose to 92. Twenty baptisms were 
recorded during the year of 1928. 
 

As was a common practice with early Baptists (and some still do), the Colesburg congregation would gather 
at the local stream (Clear Creek) to baptize new Christians into the family of God. Friends and family would 
gather along the banks of the creek, to witness as the preacher submersed a new Christian into the water, 
while the onlookers sang “Shall We Gather at the River.” To this day, there is a deep spot in Clear Creek, 
just south of town, which is still known as the “baptismal hole.” 

 

During the disastrous flood of 1937, muddy waters from the nearby Rolling Fork River, made their way up 
the valley and into the Colesburg community. Only a few homes, the school and the Baptist Church were 
spared the devastating waters that inundated the entire community. Some homes were completely 
submerged by the water, and others had water standing in the second story. Most families lost everything 
they owned. It was during this disaster that the Baptist Church was used as a community shelter for both the 
people and their personal property. The church has also provided this community service for the people of 
Colesburg during the more recent floods of 1964, 1978, 1989,1997, and 2010. 

 

In early years, church services were usually held once or twice a month, and the music for these services 
was made possible by an old pump organ, which was usually played by the minister’s wife. The old organ 
held its place for many years and was later replaced by an upright piano that was used until 2001. At that 
time a spinet piano and a digital piano were donated to the church. 

 

Weather conditions and temperature were decisive factors during those early years also. When the weather 
was too cold, services had to be canceled due to the almost impossible task of heating the large and drafty 
building. Heating was provided by an old potbellied stove located in the back of the sanctuary. Paper hand-
fans and books were used during hot weather to ease the discomfort. 

 

For many years, the church building consisted of only the one large room. Burlap drapes were used to separate 

the room into smaller, more private Sunday school rooms. Lighting was made possible with the use of kerosene 

lamps scattered throughout the building, and carbide gas chandeliers were used in later years. 

 

In September of 1949, the old church structure was beginning to show signs of its age and the tolls caused 
by nature and the elements. A special fund was established to acquire the funds necessary to repair and 
remodel the building. It would not be until 1953, that the fund would grow large enough to begin the much-
needed renovation work. The high ceiling was lowered to conserve heat, electric lights were installed 
(thanks to a generous donation from Miss Ida B. Brown), and the tall twelve-pane windows were replaced 
with shorter colored glass windows. Most of its renovation work was done under the direction of Rev. David 
Doan, pastor from 1951-1954. 
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It was also during Rev. Doan’s tenure as pastor that the Kentucky Turnpike (presently known as Interstate  
65) pushed its way through the Colesburg community, virtually eliminating everything east of the railroad. 
Thirteen homes and the general store were lost to the highway. Both the Church and the town suffered 
lasting consequences from the loss of these families and the convenience of the general store. Colesburg 
had suffered a greater loss from the turnpike than any other community in its path. 
 

In 1962, a kitchen and additional Sunday school room were added to the east side of the church, and new 
outside toilets were constructed on the hillside behind the building. 

 

On Feb. 9, 1975, Severns Valley Baptist church in Elizabethtown, adopted Colesburg Baptist Church as a 

mission, and began providing financial and staffing assistance to help the dwindling Colesburg congregation 

survive. Rev. Franklin Thompson, Sr. was called and Bro. Thompson was challenged ‘to give the church a proper 

burial.’ Instead, with the united efforts of those from Severns Valley, Bro. Thompson, his wife Frances and most 

importantly, God, the church was saved from the scare of closure. God chose to breathe renewed life into the 

church, and once again the church began to thrive. Bro. Thompson often referred to Colesburg as the lighthouse 

on the hillside from which the beacon of God’s light would continue to be broadcast. 

 

In 1980 a new parking lot was installed on the east side of the building, on land that was acquired by the 
church through adverse possession. A new electric organ was purchased that same year at a cost of 
$1,595.00. 
 

In the fall of 1982 Rev. Larry Maples was called as pastor of the church and stayed until the fall of 1983. 
Attendance held at about 20 and during that time a new indoor bathroom was constructed. 
 

In the fall of 1983 Rev. Mark Judd was called to pastor the church. At that time about 15 people were 
regularly attending on Sunday mornings. With the aid of Bro. Judd and his wife Middy the attendance 
gradually grew and the members put in a new furnace, put on a new roof, redecorated the auditorium with 
new paint and carpet, poured a new concrete front step, repaired the steeple and added ceiling fans. 
 

One activity the church always provided was Vacation Bible School. This event was well attended by the 
children of Colesburg, whether Baptist or Catholic. Another well remembered activity was the Christmas 
play. Children practiced for weeks and presented the play on Sunday morning after which bags with candy 
and fruit were distributed to all children attending. On the day of the play the church was usually packed. 
Many years the church put up a Christmas tree that reached to the ceiling. 
 

On Sunday, May 26, 1991, after almost a year of planning, Rev. Mark Judd and the members of the Colesburg 

Baptist Church hosted a daylong grand celebration to commemorate the Centennial anniversary of the church’s 

founding. Friends and former members packed the old building beyond capacity. Many people who had not 

visited the church for several decades returned to share their stories and renew old friendships. Several former 

pastors were in attendance and shared memories of their time spent at Colesburg. The 1913 coverlet quilt was 

on display as well as a collection of old photographs depicting Colesburg through the years. 

 

On Oct. 13, 1991, the membership of Colesburg Baptist Church regained its independence from Severns 
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown, of which it had been a mission for some 16 years. On Oct. 14, 1991, 
the Severns Valley Association, an organization consisting of 46 Baptist Churches in Hardin and LaRue 
counties, voted Colesburg Baptist Church and its then 70+ members into full fellowship. 
 

Membership grew to over 100. The congregation found that it was running out of space and, in May 1995, 
the church purchased the lot east of the building containing a house and barn for $12,305. The house 
served as Sunday school space for several years and, at one time, a Sunday school class was held in the 
barn. Those who attended Sunday school in the house remember huddling around a heater in the winter 
and dripping with sweat in the summer. 
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Following many years of discussions and planning about how to provide the desired space for Sunday 
school and fellowship including a written survey taken June 29, and July 13, 1997, on February 7, 1999, the 
congregation unanimously approved plans for the construction of an education and fellowship building. Over 
the next year, a building committee, chaired by Dolores Brown, completed all the preliminary requirements. 
Finally, on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 2000, actual construction began. At the commencement of 
construction there was $24,000 in the building fund. Expenses on the building including improvements to 
the parking lot and grounds totaled $90,500. At no time during the construction was work halted due to lack 
of funds. Because of the sacrificial giving by the members of their time and talents to build the structure at 
the time of its completion, the church was debt free. In February, 2001, the commencement of the use of the 
new education and fellowship building was celebrated with the Annual Valentine Banquet. A Homecoming 

Celebration was held on May 6th and included a service of dedicating to God the fellowship and education 

building. 

 

During the entire discussion and construction process only mandatory upkeep was done to the sanctuary in 
anticipation of the major work it would require. The church then began to make plans to renovate the 
original sanctuary which was now very obviously in dire need. On Sunday, February 10, 2002, at the regular 
business meeting of the church a recommendation for a building program was presented to the church for 
approval. Phase one of the two phase program included; completely ‘gutting’ the interior of the sanctuary, 
removing the walls at the back which formed two rooms, returning the ceiling to the original height. The 
construction would include a 28’ addition into the hill side of the structure to contain an enlarged pulpit area, 
a baptistery and a choir loft. In the bell tower a second floor would be added for a sound room. The 
reconstructed sanctuary would accommodate approximately 220 total seating. Phase two included the 
construction of educational space and a vestibule between and joining the fellowship/education building and 
the sanctuary, and education and office space on the opposite side of the sanctuary. 

 

The recommendation was unanimously approved. So, after all of those who so sacrificially gave of their time 
and energy to construct the education and fellowship building took a deep breath and with a large fellowship 
area adequate to facilitate our worship services on July 22 of 2002, the preparations for reconstruction 
began. First was the removal of the kitchen and bathrooms that were added to the original sanctuary. 
During the initial preparation work was frequently halted to reassure passersby as they stopped to express 
their concern that the church was being completely torn down. 
 

The first step of the rebuilding of the original sanctuary proved to be quite the engineering challenge. The 
large boulders that had served as the support for the sanctuary for over 100 years were to be replaced with 
a poured concrete footer and foundation. This process required that small segments of the outside walls 
were exposed, the bottom of the wall was supported and jacked-up, a footer was dug and concrete poured 
and then a concrete wall was laid within that segment, up to within a quarter inch of the wall. The wall was 
then lowered onto the completed segment of the foundation. This process was completed completely 
around the front three walls of the sanctuary and took many months to complete. 

 

On Easter Sunday morning April 3, 2003, the congregation gathered for the Sunrise Service inside the shell 
of the sanctuary and with the celebration of the resurrected Lord, celebrated the impending resurrection of 
the sanctuary. 
 

As each step of the reconstruction presented unique challenges, all were met with ingenuity and 
determination. Once again, the members of the church gave sacrificially of their time; talents and energy to 
meet demands necessary for the completion of the sanctuary. The total cost of refurbishing of the sanctuary 
was $94,430.20. Again, at no time during the entire construction was work halted due to lack of funds. At 
the completion of this phase of construction there was $2,180.63 remaining in the Building Fund. 
 

Commencement of the use of the reconstructed sanctuary was with our Easter Services on March 26, 2004.  
On May 16, 2004, the congregation, former members and friends filled the newly reconstructed sanctuary. 
The day was filled with excitement and awe as the church celebrated the completion of the reconstruction 
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and dedicated the sanctuary to the worship of God with a sermon of dedication delivered by Bro. Raymond 
Ward, a potluck meal, fellowship and singing. 
 

During the renovation period, two additional pieces of property adjoining the church property became 
available for the church to purchase. The first was a garden plot owned by Tom Edlin. It was purchased 
August 28, 2002, for $2,000.00 with the stipulation that Tom would be allowed to maintain a garden on this 
land for as long as he wished. The second was a piece of property next to the garden plot, with a large 
house in hazardous condition. The real estate was purchased from Gene Pepper, June 4, 2003, for 
$4,000.00. The purchase of these two pieces of properties created a joining of part of the church’s property 
to part of St. Clare’s property. The members of the church with the assistance from members of St. Clare 
Church immediately demolished the house and cleaned up the property which revealed a beautiful view 
from one Church to the other. 
 

In October, 2006, Rev. Mark Judd resigned as pastor of Colesburg Baptist Church to follow God’s call  to 
another church. For the next nine months, the church took the necessary steps to transition to the call of the 
next pastor. August 12, 2007, Kyle Page preached. It happened to be his and Jessica’s first wedding 
anniversary. He then began serving as interim pastor. We quickly came to love and appreciate Bro. Kyle 
and were honored to call him as our pastor October 14, 2007. 

 

Under the leadership of Bro. Kyle, a committee was formed to draft a constitution and by-laws for the 
church. The committee met frequently over several months and on February 10, 2008 the church voted and 
approved A Statement of Faith and Constitution. On August 4, 2008, the church voted and approved 
Constitution and By-Laws. These documents replaced the only known Constitution and By-Laws that were 
penned shortly after the founding of the church. 
 

In 2010 the church voted to hire a youth pastor for one year funded by a special gift that was willed. On 
Wednesday, September 15, 2010, the young people of Colesburg were introduced to a perspective Youth 
Pastor. Sunday morning, September 15, the church hosted a Meet ‘N’ Greet Donuts to introduce Brent 
Wilson, and at the Member’s Meeting that evening was called. 
 

In June, 2011, Rev. Kyle Page resigned as pastor of Colesburg Baptist Church to follow God’s call to 
another church. For the next few months, the church took the necessary steps to transition to the call of the 
next pastor. Later that year Bro. Rick Nauck began serving as interim pastor. We promptly came value Bro. 
Rick and were privileged to call him as our pastor June 20, 2012. 

 

Under Bro. Rick’s leadership in 2015 the church began of construction of educational space, a pastor’s 
office and conference room between and joining the fellowship/education building and the sanctuary. At the 
time of the last up-date to the history, this task is still pending. In addition, the church has two major tasks 
still pending. The most important is to be obedient to Jesus commission. The second is the final, and 
education and additional church offices on the opposite side of the sanctuary. The church continues to be in 
prayer and to work diligently toward completion of these two goals. 
 

Like the trees that supply the hardest woods used to create the most magnificent violins, the church through 
the years has weathered seasonal storms and with each tempest found added strength. In that strength, the 
church endeavors to carry out the original goals set forth by those first dedicated Christians who longed to 
“sustain a Baptist presence in the Colesburg Community” and to keep the light of Christ brightly shinning 
from the ‘lighthouse on the hillside.’ 
 

 

________________________  
Colesburg Baptist Church  
History of the Church 
Last update, February 15, 2017 
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CHARTER MEMBERS 
1891 

 

Mattie Abner S. L. McNight Patrick Stader 
Dru Allen Carrie McNight Rebecca Stader 

Hester Allen Susan Pardee S. A. Stader 
C. D. Ash E. J. Parks Cora E. Stark 

Emma Ash Katie Patterson J. W. G. Stark 
Mary Bailey Nettie Patterson Katie V. Stark 

W. T. Bailey Ethel Purcell Maranda Stark 
Fannie Brown Kate Purcell Annie Taylor 
Minnie M. Burnett Levin (Lev) Purcell Mary Watkins 

Mollie Clark C. W. Sherrard  

Nancy Laswell P. T. Stader  
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORS 
 

1891 - 1892 B. P. Robertson 1941 - 1943 B. N. Ramsey 
1892 - 1893 C.C. Coggins 1944 - 1945 R. W. Bates 
1893 - 1896 H. F. Burns 1946 - 1948 J. W. Wood 

1896 - 1897 W. H. Williams 1948 - 1951 B. T. Thorpe 
1897 - 1898 J. W. Rawles 1951 - 1954 David Doan 
1900 - 1902 T. J. Brown 1955 - 1956 Leslie M. Huff 

1902 - 1905 E. M. Dowley 1956 - 1958 Charles Ray Hawley 
1906 - 1907 J. C. Underwood 1959 - 1961 Thomas Cox 

1907 - 1908 S. S. Stephenson 1961 - 1962 James C. Gerrish 

1908 - 1909 W. E. Farr 1962 - 1964 Aubrey Floyd 
1910 Samuel N. Hurst 1964 - 1965 David L. Bailey 

1911 - 1912 J. D. Hudson 1968  Bruce Rubin 
1912 J. J. Gentry 1968 - 1969 Marlon E. Lastinger 

1912 A. F. McHahon 1969 - 1971 Dennis Knight 
1913 - 1914 Lawrence Zarrilli 1971 - 1973 Rick Mitchell 
1915 J. R. Black 1973 - 1974 Stan Christian 

1916 - 1917 A. J. Goodman 1974 - 1975 William F. Northcott 
1918 - 1920 R. Lee James 1975 - 1982 Franklin Thompson, Sr. 

1921 - 1925 P. E. Brame 1982 - 1983 Larry Maples 
1925 - 1926 J. B. Holloway 1983 - 2006 Mark Judd 

1927 - 1929 J. C. Slemp 2007  Mike Rodgers, Interim 
1929 - 1935 T. Emerson Wortham 2007 - 2011 Kyle Page 
1935 - 1938 Garnett E. Puckett 2012 -2018 Rick Nauck,  

1940 - 1941 A. B. Watson 2018 - Present Lamar Black, 
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