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meaning.  Over the years, Advent 

has been celebrated by Christians 

all over the world.  Over the 

years,  Protestant churches have 

taken part in the Advent and 

shifted from the secular form of 

celebrating Christmas. 

A twentieth century physician/

theologian from Germany who 

found his way into one of Hitler’s 

prison camps during WW2 wrote, 

“The celebration of Advent is pos-

sible only to those who are trou-

bled in soul, who know them-

selves to be poor and imperfect, 

and who look forward to something 

greater to come,”  Dietrich Bonhoef-

fer.  Bonhoeffer died months before 

the prison camps were liberated by 

the allies.  This year Advent will 

begin November 29 and end on 

Christmas Eve.  I encourage you to 

learn and share in scripture and 

readings as we await the coming of 

Christ.  Jesus, we eagerly await your 

coming again. 

Bro. Ken’s Pen 

December 2020 

Ron’s Reflections 

Consider these words from a re-

cent Christmas musical. 

“Whatever happened to peace on 

earth? Whatever happened to 

hope and cheer?  No matter what 

the world may throw my way, I’m 

holding on to Christmas this year. 

Seasons come and seasons go, and 

each one has a story different as 

the night is from the day. So we 

celebrate the Child revealing 

Heaven’s glory; the Promise for 

tomorrow, our release from yester-

day. This is the reason for peace on 

earth. This is the reason for hope 

and cheer. No matter what the world 

may throw my way, I’m holding on to 

Christmas this year.” 

Even though health concerns make it 

more difficult to celebrate with your 

family and friends this year, don’t 

allow this to dampen your joy in cele-

brating Jesus’ birth. 

Christians for centuries 

have celebrated Advent.  

It has been recognized 

by scholars dating back 

to the 4th and 5th centu-

ries.  Advent comes from  

the Latin language 

meaning, “coming.” By 

the 6th century, the 

Catholic Church incor-

porated the term Advent 

at Christmas as the 

coming of Christ.  It 

took on a whole new 

There are some things we 

can hold on to and some 

we cannot.  This is a 

truth of life’s journey 

which each of us will ex-

perience. One thing we 

can and must hold on to 

is the true meaning of 

Christmas, the revelation 

of God’s love in the birth 

of His Son, Jesus.   

Budget receipts from January 1, 2020 through November 18, 2020 have totaled 

$124,519.00. Because of your faithful giving, we are continuing to meet all obligations. 

Please remember that the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is now being collected. Last 

Christmas season, the church gave $4,531.25 to the offering in support of mission activities around the world. Let 

us continue to seek God’s leadership as we give.                                                                                   David Maddox                                                                                                                 



 

 

December Birthdays 
4 Brenda Hines 

6 Jeff Faust 

   Charlie Shoop 

13 Wayne Benton 

15 Tracy Jones 

19 Dean Moore 

20 Helen Shirley 

26 Vera Patterson 

 

Attendance 
10-25          47 

11-1            43 

11-8            52 

11-15          34 

11-22          46 
 

First Baptist collected 75 gift boxes for Operation Christmas Child 

 

Prayer Needs:  John A., Sidney B., Jim D., Wynonia D., Frankie H., Jack H., O.C. M., 

Betty W., Janet H., Kathy S., Judy V., Sandra C., Lori M., Greg S., Thelma H., Julie C., Joan 

B., Jack L., Wilma L., Betty H., Dot A., Evelyn R., Gayle F., Dot L., Sue R., Dorothy S., Jane 

H., Betty L., Andolyn D., Gary R., Betty S. 

  
• If you are moving, please contact the church office with your new address. 

• The Newsletter is published monthly.  Please contact the office if you have an announce-

ment or information for the Newsletter no later than the 20th of each month. 

 

 
 

 

First Baptist Church of Chalkville 

2100 Old Springville Road 

Birmingham, AL 35215 

Phone 205-854-1472 

Email: fbcchalkville@att.net 

 

The Personnel Committee announces the collection of the Staff Love Offering for 2020. This 
gift to each of our staff members is an expression of our love and appreciation for their valu-
able contributions throughout the year.  Please write your check to FBC Chalkville  - not to 
individual staff members.  Label the check and the envelope in which you enclose it with the 
words “Staff Love Offering.”  Thank you for your expressions of love! 

Our goal is $4,000.00 December 18th at 6:00 pm              

Must make reservations  

Limit of 40 people 


