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Baptism… man there are a lot of ideas about baptism. It seems like all of our 

questions about baptism shake out to just three basics: 
1. What does God require of people? What does God require for you to be right 

with Him? 
2. What exactly is the purpose? What does baptism do? 
3. What does it have to do with you? Why be baptized? 

Pictures clear things up. They make things simpler…The saying is that a picture is worth 
a 1000 words… So God answers these points of confusion and He gives us several very 
clear pictures to take away any confusion.  
 
1. A snapshot of what Jesus did… 
Do you have some pictures of what Jesus has done for you? 
When you go on vacation or have a special event in life- you take pictures… They are 
memories of a great time that you had. Baptism is the same as a snapshot of your 
belief in Jesus Christ. A lot of people confuse that picture with a requirement from God. 
Like baptism = instant godliness. Pictures are nice to have- but not required. 
 
One day some people asked Jesus straight out; “what must we do in order to be right 
with God. Jesus made it simple: …they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God 

requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 

Jn.6:28-29 He didn’t say be baptized and then you will be OK with God. He said believe 

in the one God sent. That’s Jesus. Believing in Jesus means believing in something very 
specific about Him… Like what? Like believing in His death for you. “While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us…” That’s what makes you right with God. The “for you” 
part… If He died for someone else, that doesn’t make you right with God… Some 
people say I believe in God that’s good enough. That’s as if to say if I’m drowning and 
the life guard pulls some other guy out of the water- I’ll be OK too. No it has to be 
important enough to YOU- that YOU accept His death for YOU.  
I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures… 1Cor.15:3-4   Circle those words first importance… Believe means “it 

becomes important to you”. This is what YOU believe in order to be right with God, 
that’s why it’s of 1st importance… That’s why God passes it along as of 1st importance. 
He said this is #1. This is what you must believe to be right with God. There is no 
further requirement… 
 
Why be baptized then? Well, its not a requirement… But believing enough so that it 
becomes important to you produces a reaction. There is a reaction to believing. What 
reaction? Those who accepted his message were baptized… Act 2:41 
And again “…believe… in Jesus.”  On hearing this, they were baptized… Acts 19:4-5 

The reaction is obedience. Baptism is obedience. It’s like a first reaction to believing in 
Jesus… A reaction is something that happens as a result. The result of believing is a 
desire to live for Him. To do things His way instead of yours. Baptism is a picture of 
that… It kick starts your relationship because it identifies believers with Jesus Christ. 
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Think about it like the pictures of your vacation- it’s the vacation that was required to 
get the pictures- the pictures are not required to get the vacation. Baptism is the 
picture- the memory- of the fact that you are already right with Him. It pictures the 
choice you have made to believe Him. 
 
By the way, that’s why we baptize adults not babies. When people believe- there is a 
reaction- they want to be publicly identified as believers in what Jesus has done for 
them… Only people of an age to decide can do that. Baptism is a picture of what JC has 
done for you.  
 
Next let’s look at… 
2. A snapshot of a relationship with Jesus… 
What kind of a picture do you have of your relationship with Jesus? What is it? What 
does it look like? 
 
When you take pictures it’s because you want to remember because you were 
personally involved. You were there. I love to see pictures of me and the kids… were 
I’m with them. It bothers me a little- to not remember special times. Yet, when I see 
the pictures, I know I was there, and it happened and it feels good. You’ve felt that; 
you were a part of what was going on; the picture reminds you. So, it is with baptism- 
it’s not only a picture where you say, “…this is what I believe concerning JC”. It’s also a 
picture that states your personal involvement.  
 
When you believe in Jesus’ death for you the Bible says you are made brand new… 
That’s because the old you dies and the new you is born again. I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. Gal.2.20  
That takes place when you believe. The moment you believe your life is exchanged. 
Yours for His. His for yours.  …if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come! 2Cor.5:17 Circle that word new. When you believe He makes you a 
brand-new person. So, what we have in baptism is an opportunity to personally express 
that NEW relationship.  
 
When you are baptized as with all obedience to God- you are saying that not only is this 
what I believe about Jesus, but this is what I believe JC has done to me; He has made 
me a new person. 
 
I want you to be able to see the symbolism… The picture: 
The baptismal tank (whatever is used doesn’t matter) the tank represents a hole in the 
ground – a grave of sorts… That’s why He says: …don’t you know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Now that’s a pretty good offer… The 

old you is dead sins and all nailed to Christ’s cross. But it gets even better… He goes on 
in vs.4:  4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 If 
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we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in 

his resurrection. Rom.6:3-5 

 
So you have the picture of your old self being buried and your “in Christ” new self-
coming up out of the grave- resurrected – born again! That’s why we put people under. 
Beside the fact that the word “baptize” means to put under water or SINK; the picture 
of what Christ has done to you is worth a thousand words! Baptism itself does not wash 
away any sins. There is no magic in the water. It is the same kind of water that we 
drink... The tank is filled with the same water that people all over the area are using for 
every other purpose… The purpose of baptism is that it identifies us openly and publicly 
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
A lot of us sit in the seats at church like fans in the stadium just sort of watching the 
game. We talk a good talk but in reality we are just armchair quarterbacks- spectators. 
Baptism is an opportunity to get in the game. It says, “I’m not just a fan of Jesus, I 
have been changed by Jesus… I want to be identified with the coach and team… It 
means you want to get off the bench and start playing for real! 
Baptism is the picture that states my personal involvement… 
 
Last, lets look at… 
3. A snapshot of your agreement with God… 
In your life what is the picture of your agreement wit God? 
When you take pictures it’s usually because you like what’s going on. You want to hold 
on to it. A Kodak moment is usually an agreeable time to say the least! Baptism is a 
snapshot of your agreement with God…  
 
Jesus came to John to be Baptized and John misunderstood. So he began to sort of 
argue with Jesus. He said, “no way; you baptize me”. Watch what Jesus said to John, 
“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Matt. 3:15 

Circle the words: let it be so. Reminds me of Captain Picard saying- Make it so… In 
other words, Jesus was saying, I don’t have to do this- but you need to let it happen to 
show everyone that this is what people do as a sign that they are in agreement with 
God… “To fulfill all righteousness.” I’m doing it as an example for all because it’s right 
to do it… Its good and right to come into agreement with God.   
 
You know I hear people say, “why should I?” and I have to say, well why shouldn’t you 
or better yet, why wouldn’t you? If you agree with God why wouldn’t you be baptized 
to show it? 
 
One day one of God’s guys- Phillip was walking along and happened onto an important 
official from Ethiopia who was reading his Bible. Philip saw the opportunity and told Him 
about Jesus. Philip… told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, 

they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be 

baptized?”  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 

down into the water and Philip baptized him. Acts 8:35-39 
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The Ethiopian believed and you gotta love his response… “Look, here is water. Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?”  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. That kind of response to what 

Jesus did for you is the kind that makes it into the pages of the Bible… It’s the kind of 
response that makes you one of God’s heroes… Why? Because it pictures the kind of 
obedience or belief that God loves to see…  
Not why should I? But, why shouldn’t I? 
 
At the previous church I pastored there was a little girl (about 3) who would get 
terrified at each baptism….  Her dad brought her in to talk to me wanting to get it 
straightened out before his eldest son -who had just become a believer- was baptized. 
She asked me, ‘Why did you push that guy in the water? I tried to explain briefly in little 
girl terms, but she just wouldn’t be satisfied. I talked about sin and told her that when 
people decide to live for Jesus they want everyone to know. I explained that water 
symbolizes the people being buried and rising again as new people. She said, “better 
people?” I said, “yes.” She said, ‘then why don’t you just spank them?’” 
 
We don’t spank them because baptism is not an attempt to get you to behave better- 
it’s an opportunity for you to show public obedience to JC- your agreement with God… 
You’re not perfect but you agree about the direction you are going to go now… 
It’s not why should I- But why wouldn’t I? I agree with God… 
 
When you agree to go into that water its like one of those pictures you see where two 
people are shaking hands and smiling at the camera. You and God are shaking hands in 
a public display… You are agreeing with God…  
 
That’s why Jesus gave Baptism utmost importance…  
Jesus:…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey… Matt.28:19-20 
Jesus said, Go make disciples but don’t stop there. Don’t just make disciples- yes that’s 
of 1st priority. But then look what He says, “baptize them and teach them to obey…”  
Baptizing and teaching to obey are part of the same directive in the original language. 
What’s He saying? He is saying that the 1st part of obeying God is agreeing with Him 
publicly through baptism… 
Think about it, why wouldn’t it be the 1st step in obedience? Obedience to God is a 
public thing- Baptism is a public thing… I mean its no trouble to be obedient here in 
church- for most people anyway… But you get out there; that’s where real obedience 
happens. And so you start with a public identifying of what Jesus has done in you… 
yeah that makes a lot of sense.

 
Find a related video at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFiFH9utqzU 


