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An Ode to Barrie





Some of the participants in the Oklahoma 
Land Rush of 1889 were members of the 

Lutheran Church. They helped to establish a 
foothold for the Church in the Oklahoma 

Territory. 



In 1893, the first permanent missionary for 
Oklahoma, Candidate M.J. Von der Au began 
his work. His primary sphere of activity was 

Okarche where a small congregation had 
been organized. He also served people in 
Choctaw City, Oklahoma City, Norman, 

Guthrie, and elsewhere. By the start of the 
twentieth century, there were seven pastors 
and three students active in the territory.



The religious census report for 1906 showed 
there were ninety-two Lutheran preaching 

places with a membership of 4,030 
persons. Growth of Lutherans in Oklahoma 
continued and in 1924, the first convention 

of the Oklahoma District was held. The 
Kansas district gave birth to the Oklahoma 

District.



•People

•Multiplication

•Truth

•Adaptability

• Self-sacrifice

Five DNA Strands



DNA Strand #1:

People



C.F.W. Walther
"Bringing Souls 
to Christ: Every 
Christian's 
Desire and Duty"

1842



“The Christian looks upon his neighbor with 
sadness when he knows that the neighbor does 

not yet know the Gospel…”

Walther's Appeal



“A Christian might even wish that he could 
persuade the whole world to know that they can 
leave their sins and futile life behind and take 

hold of Christ.  The holy desire to bring souls to 
Christ begins immediately, as soon as the light of 
true faith comes into a person's soul bringing with 

it the fire of true love for others.”

Walther's Appeal



“This holy desire is inseparable from a true faith.  
Whoever has no desire to bring someone else to 
the knowledge of the saving Gospel has certainly 

not yet come to know the heavenly power 
himself.”

Walther's Appeal



“Dear friends, through faith a Christian receives 
not only the holy desire to bring souls to Christ.  
He receives this task as a sacred duty.  No one 

should say, 'I am not a pastor, teacher, or a 
preacher; let them teach, instruct, comfort, and 
lead souls to Christ.  I wish to remain in my own 

vocation.’”

Walther's Appeal



“No.  Christian, you are baptized, and through 
holy baptism you have already been called and 

anointed to be a priest of God.”

Walther's Appeal



“Go through all the chief parts of the Catechism 
and in each part you will find the declaration that 

a Christian should care for the salvation of his 
neighbor…The Christian Church is a great mission-

house.  Each Christian in it is a missionary sent 
out by God into his own circle to convert others 

to Christ.”

Walther's Appeal



“Passion for souls is the most necessary 
qualification of any evangelistic endeavor.”  

“Our Saxon pilgrim fathers, consumed with this 
divine passion for souls, preached, wrote, 

organized, and directed all their abilities and 
energies to promote the spreading of the 

Gospel for the conversion of sinners.”

Carl Giesler - 1927



"In the United States more than one half of the 
people are said to be unchurched. Toward 

these the Church has a twofold duty: gathering 
in, or Christianizing, the unchurched living in 
territories surrounding an established church 

and establishing new churches by Christianizing 
the unchurched in territories where there is no 

established orthodox church."

John H.C. Fritz - 1932



"Essentially, of course, the work must be done in 
the same way.  Since every Christian is by virtue 
of his Christianity a missionary, a pastor should 

instruct his people that every Christian 
individually and personally should seek to win 

souls for Christ." 

John H.C. Fritz - 1932



“The question whether or not work in the new 
field should be undertaken should not be 

determined by the number of stray Lutherans that 
might be found there or by the number of people 

speaking a certain language or belonging to a 
particular class (rich or poor) or by the number of 

prospects, but by the fact that there are 
unchurched people living in that territory.” 

John H.C. Fritz - 1932
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DNA Strand #2:

Multiplication



Rev. Dr. 
Friedrich 
Pfotenhauer
Church 
Planting 
Pastor, 
President of 
the LCMS 
1911-1935



These were
“self-sacrificing men, their 

hearts throbbing with the love 
of Christ and his people.”



Our Synod meets this year under very 
extraordinary conditions.  In the world a 

terrible war is raging, in which nearly all the 
nations of the earth are engaged, so that 
streams of blood are flowing daily, and 

thousands, yea, millions, of human beings are 
being cut down by the sword, or by famine 

and pestilence. 



Although we are living in such troublous times, 
and all happenings are pointing to the end of the 

world, yet we Christians may not become 
slothful or discouraged, but we must lift up our 

heads and be active.



Lest we think that it would be useless for us at 
this convention to plan for the extension of 
Christ’s kingdom, the Lord tells us that even 
during war and rumors of war, during famine 

and pestilence, the Gospel is to have free 
course and is to be preached.  The signs of the 
times should urge us to labor incessantly and 

with all our powers.



The LCMS went from 14 congregations 
and about 4000 members to 4000 

churches and 1 million members in its 
first 70 years (1847-1917).



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
added on average ONE NEW CHURCH 
EVERY WEEK for its first 100 years.



•1847-1916: For every 2 LCMS churches in 
existence, one new LCMS church was started.

•1917-1965: For every 9 LCMS churches in 
existence, one new LCMS church was started

•1966-2015: For every 4000 LCMS churches in 
existence, one new LCMS church was started

New Churches Reach New People



Matthew 25



•People

•Multiplication

•Truth

•Adaptability

• Self-sacrifice

Five DNA Strands





1. How do you see the need for the Gospel in the 
culture these days?

2. What strength and growth areas does your 
church have in reaching souls for Christ?  
What improvements need to be made?

Question for Discussion



DNA Strand #3:

Truth



“We should take pains, with the 
greatest earnestness and our utmost 
ability, to attend to those matters 

that promote the extension of God’s 
name and glory; the spread of His 

Word from which alone we hope for 
salvation”

(Preface 22, p.18)



“Our churches teach that people cannot be 
justified before God by their own strength, 

merits, or works.  People are freely justified for 
Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe 
that they are received into favor and that their 
sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.  By His death, 
Christ made satisfaction for our sins.  God counts 

this faith for righteousness in His sight” 
(Concordia Lutheran Confessions, Readers Edition, CPH, 2005-06, p. 36).



“So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of 
teaching the Gospel and administering the 

sacraments, was instituted.  Through the Word 
and Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy 
Spirit is given.  He works faith, when and where it 

pleases God, in those who hear the good news 
that God justifies those who believe that they are 

received into Grace for Christ’s sake.  This 
happens not through our own merits, but for 

Christ’s sake” 
(Concordia Lutheran Confessions, p. 36).



“Faith is a divine work in us, that 
changes and regenerates us of 

God…Oh, it is a living, busy, active, 
powerful thing that we have in faith, 
so that it is impossible for it not to 

do good without ceasing”
(FC IV, 10)



“This we ask [Thy Kingdom come], both in 
order that we who have accepted it may 
remain faithful and grow daily in it and in 

order that it may gain recognition and 
followers among other people and advance 
with power throughout the world. So we 

pray that, led by the Holy Spirit, many may 
come into the kingdom of grace and become 

partakers of salvation…”
(LC 52)



“Pure doctrine is never an idle or dead 
thing: from it, and from it alone, flows 

spiritual, Christian, divine life…Wherever 
there is purity of doctrine, there will be 

found miracles of divine grace.” 
(C.F.W. Walther, 1872 Sermon for the 25th Anniversary of the 

LCMS)



“In the exclusive doctrinal position of the 
Lutheran Church is not only to be found its 

strength, but therein also lies its great 
missionary possibility.” 

(Rev. John H.C. Fritz, 1919)
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DNA Strand #5:

Adaptability



The practical seminary



More than half of those who graduated from the 
seminary in Fort Wayne during the first nine years 

of the school’s existence attended from one to 
two years; about a third of them, two to three 

years.  The aim was to provide men with the most 
practical instruction so that they would enter the 

work as early as possible.

The practical seminary



Dr. Walter A. Maier



c. 1924

• "Imagine the implications--masses could hear 
and even be brought to faith." –Walter A. Maier 

thinking aloud about radio broadcasts of the Gospel





“Converts are pouring in, attracted by 
billboards, magazine ads, TV programs and, in 
the Lutheran Hour, the most widely broadcast 

sermon on radio (1,209 stations).  A campaign of 
'Preaching, Teaching, and Reaching,' organized 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church is ringing 

doorbells and organizing study groups.” 
April 7, 1958 Time Magazine



"The synod's salesmanship is traditionally 
aggressive. Its Lutheran Hour radio program is 

the best known denominational broadcast on the 
air, and its TV program, This is the Life, is the 
biggest-budget religious telecast in the U.S." 

April 7, 1958 Time Magazine



• Seminary training

•Media

•Language

•Mission methods

•Offices for ministry

Adapting to New Needs and Contexts



Adaptability is innovative movement 
of the Gospel founded on 

unwavering faithfulness to the 
Gospel.



DNA Strand #5:

Self-sacrifice



“Resolved, That the Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod call upon its total 

membership for an even greater love 
and devotion to the Lord and Savior of 

mankind, and a consequent burning zeal 
for the lost souls of men.” 



“Torch Bearers” 



“For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.”

(Luke 19:10)



1. What one course correction for your church 
and ministry has the Spirit stirred in you during 
this convention?

2. What new outreach action might God be 
showing you that could lead you and your 
congregation to reach new people with the 
Gospel?

3. What one step can you take in the next 30 
days? 

Question for Discussion
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