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Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

GOD’S BLESSINGS 
Saints of Oklahoma!

‘The righteous shall live by faith’

Skeleton Key
In Orlando, many homes had 
doors with all-in-one locking 
units that include a metal 
plate, doorknob and locking 
mechanism. Once installed, the 
tongue of the lock fits into a slit 
chiseled into the door frame.

To make the fit as precise as possible, 
some installers place the lock in the 
locked position, with the tongue ex-
tended, and then slam the door to make 
an indentation in the woodwork around 
the door frame. This helps the locking 
unit fit more precisely but also leaves 
a lasting impression on the woodwork 
that can’t be concealed by paint.

These locking units are widely available 
for purchase in about three styles, each 
of which comes with a matching skel-
eton key. The cheapest units are quite 
plain, with a key that resembles dull 
aluminum. The higher priced units look 
more elegant and are accompanied by a 
shiny, chrome key. But no matter what 
model is purchased, the purpose is the 
same: to lock and unlock the door.

Yet a locked door in Orlando can lead to 
a false sense of security. You see, anyone 
can walk into the Finnell and Lafon 
Lumberyard and buy all three skeleton 
keys for a nickel apiece! So, for 15 cents, 

a person can have access 
to almost every home in 
Orlando. Because everyone 
in Orlando knows this, most 
residents didn’t lock their 
doors at all! 

The Right Key
The sole purpose of a key 
is to lock and unlock, but 
you must have the right key. 
Most of us carry a bundle of 
keys to access home, office, 

church, vehicle … and the list goes on. 
Without the right key, it is impossible to 
open that which is locked. 

During October, we as Lutherans focus 
on Martin Luther and the blessings of 
the Reformation 503 years ago. Luther 
was highly intelligent as a theologian 
and Bible scholar. He knew the Word of 
God, but he struggled with understand-
ing its impact on his life and eternity. 

To him certain important biblical truths 
were locked away from him. He knew 
that God demanded perfection, but he 
also knew that he was far from perfect. 
He knew that Christ had died 
for the sins of the world, 
but he felt the weight of his 
own sin pressing on him. 
He knew that Christ Jesus 
forgives the sinner, but he 
struggled attempting to earn 
this forgiveness. 

Luther seemed to be 
facing a locked “door” 
when it came to under-

standing the redeeming work of Christ 
for him. In spiritual agony he never felt 
good enough nor could he do enough to 
earn God’s favor. And then, in the midst 
of his great struggle, the Holy Spirit gave 
him the key to understanding God’s 
salvation plan. It was one verse record-
ed first in Habakkuk (2:4) and later by 
the apostle Paul in Romans (1:17): “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” Such a sim-
ple statement, but it changed his whole 
view in reading Holy Scripture. 

No longer did Luther view the Bible as a 
book of impossible demands placed on 
a sinner by a vengeful God, nor was the 
Bible merely a book of instructions. This 
Spirit-revealed key — “The righteous 
shall live by faith” — placed all the focus 
on Jesus and His redeeming work. Em-
powered by the Holy Spirit the sinner is 
brought to faith and declared righteous 
in the sight of God by grace through 
faith, not of his own works.

Sinners look to Jesus alone for forgive-
ness of sins, life and salvation! They are 
called simply to live by faith … and to 

live out that faith in their daily 
life. For Luther, this divine 
key caused everything to 
make sense. Before St. 

Paul quoted those words of 
Habakkuk, he wrote the words 

that became for Luther his 
own rallying cry: “For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of 
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The St. John’s LWML, Moore, recently 
adopted the Moore Police Department 
for their monthly Inasmuch project. In 
a campaign that lasted less than two 
weeks, the group collected enough snack 
foods, cases of water and Powerade to 
fill six 90-quart plastic bins, which were 
delivered to the department on July 2. 

The idea to show the officers appreci-
ation for their protection and service 
to the community was brought to the 
LWML officers in mid-June by member 
Bobby Graumann, who wanted to supply 
the officers with the items before the 
busy Fourth of July weekend. With only 
three worship services in which to pro-
mote the project to St. John’s members, 
many of whom were watching services 
remotely due to COVID-19, the group 
worked hard to publicize the project on 
Facebook, as well as through the weekly 
worship folder. 

Additional funding was secured by 
Shirley Graumann through a Thrivent 
Action Grant. 

St. John’s members generously support 
the LWML’s monthly projects, but with 
little time remaining before the holiday, 
they went beyond their typical giving. 
By July 2, a portion of the narthex was 
brimming with the following: 11 boxes of 
crackers and cheese, 17 boxes of crackers, 
five boxes of Rice Krispies treats, 17 bags 
of candy, two boxes of Pop Tarts, four 
packages of Slim Jim, four bundles of 
pudding, 11 boxes of trail mix, 14 bags of 
chips, three boxes of snack cakes, nine 
boxes of cookies, six cases of water and 
six cases of Powerade. 

In addition, monetary donations totaled 
$420, and the six bins were donated. 
One special basket included food items 
for the department’s K9 officers, donated 
by A1 Pet Emporium in Oklahoma City. 

Members met on a Thursday evening to 
sort the items. Encouraging messages 
were written on top of the bins by con-
gregation members, including Sunday 
school children. All six bins were deliv-

ered to the Moore Police Department, 
which appreciated the congregation’s 
gift, including the assembly work.  

“With all that is going on with COVID, 
with the anti-police movement, it hurt 
my heart to think that these people 
who have made such a difference in my 
students’ lives would feel that they are 
not making a difference in changing the 
world,” Bobby Graumann said. 

Bobby teaches students who may not 
have graduated had community resource 
officers not been present with the 
students daily at school. She mentioned 
how these officers attended assemblies, 
ate lunch with students and involved 
themselves in Special Olympics. “I just 
wanted to make sure they knew that we 
do appreciate them, that they make a 
difference and we support them.”

The St. John’s LWML monthly conducts 
an ingathering of items and funds for 
various agencies in Moore and Okla-
homa City. Their Inasmuch program 
is based on Matt. 35:40 (KJV): “Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

Projects recently completed include do-
nating school supplies to St. John’s Lu-
theran School, providing food baskets to 
families at risk for food insecurity during 
Christmas, and collecting T-shirts for 
the homeless in Oklahoma City. 

LWML members are grateful for the 
continued support of the congregation  
of St. John’s.

—  Submitted by Karen Karner
Vice-President, St. John’s LWML, Moore

Thank you  
police officers!

Zion, Lahoma, is providing 100 Christmas Bibles, through the American Bible So-
ciety, to support our troops and veterans. Zion members will also sign Christmas 
cards to include with each Bible. Chaplains will distribute the Bibles to person-
nel of all military branches. This will be Zion’s third year participating in the 
program and is happy to do so!

Zion will gather special offerings the first three Sundays in November to benefit 
LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), which supports about 200 chaplains 
who represent the church on active duty, the reserves, the National Guard and 
Civil Air Patrol. Chaplains meet the spiritual needs of military personnel and 
their families.

Zion helps support Vance Air Force Base in Enid. Zion also has an ad in the Vance 
AFB Relocation Guide, which is distributed on base and around Enid. We value 
our military! — Submitted by Marlene Karner-Johnson

Zion offers support for military
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CELEBRATIONS

Share your news with us!

We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District  
who are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Congrats!
October

Adair, Bethlehem 
Arlene and George Hugley 
63 years, Oct. 20

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Barry and Bonnie Eggert 
53 years, Oct. 28

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Robert and Bonnie Buffington 
52 years, Oct. 29

Richard and Bonnie Tesson 
64 years, Oct. 29

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Larry and Marquita Whitaker 
61 years, Oct. 23

Enid, St. Paul 
Paul and Sally Dunbar 
52 years, Oct. 5

Guthrie, Zion 
Jim and Kay Freuenberger 
56 years, Oct. 3

Hooker, St. John’s 
Tom and Vickie Arnold 
52 years, Oct. 21

Norman, Trinity 
Peter and Kay Brueckner 
61 years, Oct. 3

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Danny and Candy Oden 
51 years, Oct. 2

Bill and Donna Rieck 
62 years, Oct. 11

Darryl and Jonie Luber 
64 years, Oct. 28

Stillwater, Zion 
Alan and Muhrizah Brunken 
52 years, Oct. 12

Stan and Ginny Benson 
60 years, Oct. 15

Belated
Owasso, Faith 
Elmer and Doris Schmall 
61 years, Sept. 11

Charles  and Waunda Storck 
55 years, Oct. 23

Blackwell, Trinity

Ray and Patty Decker| 
52 years, Oct. 4

Perry, Christ

Ponca City, First

Gary and Kathryn Horton 
55 years, Oct. 1

Martin and Rosalie Weber 
54 years, Oct. 8

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Tulsa, Our Savior

Linda and Ed Edwards 
51 years, Oct. 14

Alva, Zion 
Alice Chaffin 
91 years, Oct. 10

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Melvin Schroeder 
97 years, Oct. 7

Wandalene Free 
90 years, Oct. 18

Esther Mittelstet 
93 years, Oct. 21

Fairmont, Zion 
Helen Fischer 
90 years, Oct. 1

Arnold Schweer 
102 years, Oct. 27

Blackwell, Trinity

Betty Smith 
96 years, Oct. 4

Norman, Trinity 
Carol Bastian 
93 years, Oct. 21

Oklahoma City,  
Messiah 
Marvin Kramer 
91 years, Oct. 12

Ponca City, First 
Louise Gelmers 
90 years, Oct. 5

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer 
Ken Heim 
91 years, Oct. 24

Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also mail 
your submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 70, Owasso, 
OK 74055. Questions? Call 918-629-1225.

The deadline for the December issue is Oct. 15.

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

God for salvation to everyone who believes … For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith’ ” (Rom. 1:16-17). 

That key was purchased at Calvary’s cross, not for a nickel, 
but for the price of the precious blood of the Lamb of God, 
our Savior, and sealed to us by His glorious resurrection. 
We have been declared righteous by His grace in the wa-
ters of Holy Baptism. He has given that key to each of us 
in understanding the precious Word of Life. 

Using the Key
During these many months of unprecedented changes 
in our worship life, how important it is for us to use that 
golden key as we continue to study the Bible. In it the 
Spirit reveals God’s love for you. That same Holy Spirit 
has entrusted that precious key to you because He desires 
you to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus. Let Him 
unlock the Word for you because that same key unlocks 
heaven also! 

“The righteous shall live by faith” — and you are counted 
among the righteous by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone!  
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Five members of the James 
Lashmet Sr. family were bap-
tized at Trinity, Okmulgee, on 
July 26. Pictured are, from left, 
(front row) Elias, Carson, Cam-
den; (back row): Rev. Dr. Chris-
tian C. Tiews, Donna Thomas 
(sponsor), James Sr., James Jr., 
Connie, Richard Allyson (holding 
Nolan), Bailey Villanueva and 
Becky Kirkbride (sponsor). 
— Submitted by: Becky Kirkbride 

Rejoicing in
Okmulgee

Rev. Randy C. Foote was installed 
as pastor of Zion, Lahoma, on July 
26. Rev. Barrie Henke, Oklahoma 
District president, installed Pastor 
Foote with pastors of the Enid Cir-
cuit present. The members of Zion 
welcomed their new pastor with a 
supper following the service.

Pastor Foote previously served as 
interim pastor of Zion, Alva. He also 
served at Zion, Buffalo, for 15 years. 
The Zion, Lahoma, congregation 
welcomes Pastor Foote and his wife, 
Chris, to their third Zion!

First Lutheran Church, Ponca City, celebrated the confirmations of faith of 12 
young adults on Aug. 2. Pictured are, from left, (front row) Ava Wilson, Jessica Goad, 
Trinity Burden, Jaclynn Heitman, Kylie Flowers, Josie Gales; (back row) Raecyn 
Fisher, Don Young (teacher), Bo Lorenz, Dalton Laughlin, Noah Birnbaum, Kade 
Burkett, Rev. Ned Moerbe (vacancy pastor) and Kyle King.

Zion No. 3!

Blessings in Ponca City

Rev. Leo Schroeder welcomes 
Beth Blalock and Ralph Offill, 
who were received into com-
municant membership by 
Affirmation of Faith at  
St. Paul's, Fairland, on Aug. 9.

Family grows 
in Fairland


