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We’re elected — let’s get to work!
Election Time!
Each election period brought 
much chatter along the 
streets of Orlando. How 
would the election impact 
daily life? That answer would 
become public knowledge 
only after the election! 

The race for mayor of Or-
lando did not make national 
news and the office was not 
a salaried position. In fact, it 
really was not much of an election — 
Uncle Emil would prevail and continue 
another term as mayor of beautiful 
Orlando, Oklahoma. His platform was 
the result of fear from the Great De-
pression: “Frugality — spend no money, 
lest the town go bankrupt; no need for 
running water since each home had its 
own cistern and a water tower was too 
costly; no need for paved streets since 
gravel was cheap and plentiful.” 

Uncle Emil won multiple terms in of-
fice, but not for his “tight purse-strings” 
platform, but because he was the only 
candidate running. He worked to stifle 
any growth from outside entities so the 
town would remain quiet and comfort-
able. He succeeded. 

Political Election
Our nation has been going through a 
turbulent election process that ends 
this month. Political ads have civil and 
uncivil insinuations that the opponent 
is unfit for office. Each candidate has 
promised some type of change while 

pledging to correct all the 
wrongs created by the com-
petition. 

We are blessed to have a 
voice in the election process, 
but God’s Word reminds us 
that He is the One in charge. 

“Blessed be the name of 
God forever and ever; to 
whom belong wisdom and 
might. He changes times 

and seasons; he removes 
kings and sets up kings… .”  
— Dan. 2:20-21 

When Daniel uttered that prayer he had 
already experienced the crumbling of 
his home kingdom, while his king and 
the elite Jewish aristocracy like himself 
were exiled to Babylon in captivity. His 
world had collapsed, yet he knew that 
God was still in control and would work 
His blessings. 

And so with me, even though I may 
not be satisfied with various candi-
dates running for office or with the 
results of an election, I have learned 
to trust God’s hand of blessing. He is 
still in control of nations. He sets up or 
removes those who rule whether it be in 
the Oval Office, on a judicial bench or 
at a legislative desk. I pray that political 
leaders remember they are accountable 
not only to the voters, but also to God!

Spiritual Election
During November, the Christian church 
celebrates an election that is not un-

derstood by the secular world. It is our 
divine election, not by popular vote, but 
by God through the grace of Christ! 

God has elected — He has chosen — 
each one of us by His grace through 
faith in Jesus to spend eternity with 
Him! No campaigning is required on 
our part, just trust Him! 

We celebrate our election prior to our 
national election — All Saints Day, 
Nov. 1. It is customary to observe the 
first Sunday of November as All Saints 
Sunday. 

We observe it in two ways. First, we 
consider our Christian loved ones who 
have died and are now in heavenly joy 
with Jesus, waiting for the great day of 
the resurrection. We take comfort in the 
words of the psalmist:

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints. — Ps. 116:15

Second, we celebrate that we are in 
union with them as part of the Holy 
Christian Church, the communion of 
saints. The liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 
brings this union to our attention when 
the pastor says, “therefore with angels 
and archangels and with whole compa-
ny of heaven, we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name evermore praising You 
and saying, Holy, Holy Holy.” 

In worship and praise, we blend our 
voices with those in heaven! Our loved 
ones are the saints comprising the 
Church Triumphant in heaven, while 
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we are the saints comprising the Church Militant on earth. 
They are at spiritual rest. We are in spiritual warfare, fighting 
against Satan’s forces in our struggle to remain faithful so as to 
receive Christ’s promised crown of righteousness with them! 

An election means that an individual has been chosen to do 
a special job. The words of our election in Ephesians 2 ring 
clearly: “By grace you have been saved through faith.” But we 
are not saved, we are not elected to do nothing! The apostle 
Paul goes on to say:

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them.

Thus, as God’s elect, we are accountable to Him to do His 
works in the Church Militant until that glorious day when we 
are with Him in the Church Triumphant! Be responsive to the 
Holy Spirit and allow Him to use your spiritual gifts to glorify 
Christ and for the common good of His church. 

Start at home, then in your congregation and community! For 
this you have been elected as a saint of God! Congratulations 
on your election Now get to work, saints!  

The 2021 Oklahoma District Convention Planning Com-
mittee continues to meet and make plans for the conven-
tion, to be held April 16-17 at the Hilton Garden Inn & 

Edmond Conference Center in Edmond. 

The committee is proceeding with convention plans but has 
discussed what to do if COVID-19 should cause the convention 
to be delayed. As a part of our planning, there are several things 
that your congregation needs to be aware of and act upon.

The deadline for circuit visitor and regional board of 
directors elections, circuit forums, regional meetings and 
overtures is Jan. 10, 2021.
 Congregations may make nominations for circuit visitor 
to their current circuit visitor up to the day prior to circuit 
visitor elections.

Names and bios of nominations for the district board of di-
rectors may also be made to the regional vice-president prior 
to the day of the elections. The following are the positions 
to be filled by each region, with one member being from each 
circuit of the region. The election will be ordained first, then 
commissioned second (if the region is to elect one), and then the 
lay member(s) will be elected. Therefore, it is important to have 
nominations of ordained (commissioned if electing) and lay 
from each circuit.

• Central Region – 2 ordained; 1 lay
• Eastern Region – 1 ordained; 1 commissioned; 1 lay
• Western Region – 1 ordained; 2 lay

Upon elections of circuit visitor and board of directors mem-
bers, send that information electronically to the district secre-
tary at the email address listed at the end of the article.

Overtures to the district convention may be made by a con-
gregation, a circuit forum or the regional meeting. (Note: an 
overture can be made by a congregation and then submitted 
to the circuit forum and then the regional meeting. The fact 
that an overture(s) has/have been adopted at multiple meeting 
demonstrate stronger support of the overture(s).

 Although there are only a few congregations sharing a pas-
tor, it is important to note that the congregations sharing 
a pastor can only have one lay vote, but the congregation 
without a lay vote may send an advisory representative to 
the circuit forum and regional meeting. 

Circuit forums and regional meetings can be held on the same day to 
make the best use of time and resources. At the circuit forum a circuit 
visitor will be elected (Bylaws 5.2.2, 5.2.2 (a) and 5.2.2(b). The circuit 
may also “participate in the triennial process of suggesting, developing, 
and attaining the Synod’s priorities and goals” (cf. Bylaw 5.3.1[b] (1) – (5)
[5]). (The suggestions and ideas will be communicated to the district in 
convention by the circuit visitor in the form of an overture.) Each region 
will elect its members to the board of directors for the district accord-
ing to The Oklahoma District Handbook pages 13,14, and 17 and ratified 
at the district convention.

Bylaw 3.1.6.2 states only “member congregation(s) of the Synod, a con-

vention or board of directors of a district, and official district conference 
of ordained and/or commissioned ministers, the faculty of an educational 
institution of the Synod, the Board of Directors of the Synod, a board or 
commission of the Synod...a committee established by a prior convention, 
or a forum of a circuit” may make an overture. 

NOTE: All overtures must be submitted using the template that is provided 
at oklahomalutherans.org. Please make sure the form is dated and signed 
by the congregation’s chairman/president and recording secretary. 

Send the overture(s) and election results electronically to faithokc@aol.
com and the signed copy/copies  of overture(s) to: Rev. W. R. Rains, Secre-
tary; LCMS Oklahoma District; 424 E Warner Ave.; Guthrie, OK 73044. 

District convention slated for April 16-17

First Lutheran Church and School, Ponca City, will host its 
ninth annual Christmas Market Oklahoma Festival from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 5.

There will be a wide variety of vendors selling arts and crafts 
and Christmas decorations for your home and office; activities 
for children; local music groups performing for your enjoy-
ment; and much more! Traditional German brats and pulled 
pork sandwiches will be served for lunch. There will also be a 
selection of Christmas cookies for purchase. 

If you would be interested in being a vendor, please call 580-
761-4657. First is located at 1101 N. 4th St.

Christmas market in Ponca City
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CELEBRATIONS

We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District  
who are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Congrats!
Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bob and Diane Seemann 
58 years, Nov. 18
Ed and Marsha Durkin 
52 years, Nov. 30

Bethany, Lutheran Church  
of Our Savior 
Chester and Janice Kyle 
58 years, Nov. 21

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Gene and Jan Queri 
58 years, Nov. 17
Jim and Nancy Voight 
68 years, Nov. 26

Fairmont, Zion  
John and Darla Schminke 
54 years, Nov. 5

Guthrie, Zion 
Raymond A. and Mary Beck 
58 years, Nov. 23

Okarche, St. John’s 
Freddie and Alberta (Jeannie) 
Peters 
54 years, Nov. 4
Marlin and Kathryn Kremeier 
54 years, Nov. 5
Larry and Judy Heald 
57 years, Nov. 24

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Daniel and Doris Lucas 
52 years, Nov. 18

Owasso, Faith 
Richard and Phyllis Durham 
60 years, Nov. 26

Ponca City, First 
Dan and Carla McGregor 
58 years, Nov. 20

Truman and Linda Criss 
60 years, Nov. 26

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Glen and Margaret Seeliger 
67 years, Nov. 14

Perry, Christ

Tulsa, Grace

Ervin and Patsy Postier 
64 years, Nov. 21

Allen and Valerie Arthurs 
50 years, Nov. 6

Tulsa, Our Savior

Adair, Bethlehem 
George Peper 
92 years. Nov. 25

Alva, Zion 
Goldie Meyer 
95 years, Nov. 21

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Marge DeFrees 
98 years, Nov. 22
Ruth Holmes 
96 years, Nov. 24

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Mary Maslanka 
93 years, Nov. 13

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Gerry Heidrich 
92 years, Nov. 3

Marjorie Chandler 
95 years, Nov. 8

Okarche, St. John’s 
Laurnell Lenz 
90 years, Nov. 29

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Betty Renth 
94 years, Nov. 8
Mildred Kiefer 
97 years, Nov. 29

Ponca City, First 
Rosemary Rutter 
99 years, Nov. 1

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
John Woods 
99 years, Nov.8

Belated
Owasso, Faith 
Marcel Polge 
91 years, Oct. 5

Tulsa, Grace 
Ervin Postier 
94 years, Oct. 8

Tulsa, Our Savior

Larry and Launa Rheuark 
53 years, Nov. 16

Marvin and Sydney Duensing 
61 years, Nov. 30

Norma Dobbins
91 years, Nov. 1

Gerald “Red” 
Rainsbarger 
91 years, Nov. 5

Phyllis McKay 
94 years, Nov. 9

Art Fabrizius 
91 years, Nov. 17

Broken Arrow, 
Trinity Perry, Christ Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Share your news with us!
Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also mail your 
submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055. 
Questions? Call 918-629-1225.

The deadline for the January 2021 issue is Nov. 15.
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Concordia Life Plan 
Community in Oklahoma 
City is set to publicly launch its 

capital campaign fundraiser in con-
junction with the Concordia Commu-
nity Foundation, the philanthropic 
arm of Concordia. The 
$3.5 million campaign is 
designated the Rev. Harold 
Kamman Chapel Expan-
sion Fund in memory of 
Kamman, LCMS pastor 
and long-time resident at 
Concordia, and will raise 
funds to expand the exist-
ing chapel. The campaign’s 
anticipated completion 
date is 2023-24. 

Concordia Life Plan 
Community is owned by 
Lutheran Senior Citizens, 
Inc. (LSCI), a not-for-prof-
it organization. LSCI is comprised of 
representatives of its 10-member LCMS 
congregations located in Oklahoma 
City and surrounding areas. LSCI was 
organized in 1959 for the purpose of 
providing senior housing and related 
services in the Oklahoma City vicinity 
and continues to be committed to meet-
ing local seniors’ needs. 

Their vision statement is “Sharing the 
love of God through service to others,” 
and their mission is to uphold Christian 
values while meeting the current and 
continuing needs of seniors of all beliefs 
in a safe, secure and caring environ-
ment. For more information, visit  
concordiaseniorliving.com.

A Servant of God
Rev. Kamman was instrumental in 
planning Concordia Life Plan Commu-
nity in the 1970s and served as a board 
member for LSCI. He and his wife, 
Thelma, were also devoted supporters 
of the LWML Oklahoma District as 
well as many other Lutheran ministries. 
During Rev. Kamman’s life and time as 
a Concordia Life Plan Community resi-
dent, he spoke and preached constantly 
about the Word of God. His positive at-
titude encouraged those around him to 

Strengthening our community
be joyful and he demonstrated gratitude 
to God through his servant heart. 

A beloved resident at Concordia (2007-
18), Rev. Kamman often spoke of the 
importance of the chapel as the spiri-
tual center of Concordia, the heart of 

the community, the central 
location where everything 
happens! 

At his passing, the Kamman 
family donated seed money 
for the sole purpose of ex-
panding Concordia’s chapel. 
The new Kamman Chapel 
will increase seating capacity 
from 40 to 100 people. The 
chapel will be equipped with 
extra storage; an acoustic 
sound system that adapts to 
current hearing-aid technol-
ogy, providing better access 

and clarity of sound for speech and 
music enjoyment; a raised stage with 
wheelchair ramp; and an elevator for 
easy access for all residents and visitors.

The Kamman Chapel is a place for 
Sunday worship service, weekly chapel 
services, Bible studies and devotions, 
board meetings, birthday parties, 
anniversary celebrations, special events, 
marketing events and choir practice. 

Concordia Community Foundation 
Serving as the official fundraising arm 
of Concordia Life Plan Community, the 
foundation, formed in January 2020, 
will focus efforts on the successful  
completion of a capital campaign as 
well as fundraising for the Good Samar-
itan Fund, a benevolent care program 
for Concordia Life Care residents. For 
information on ways you can give to 
Concordia Community Foundation, 
contact Paige Mills-Haag, director of 
Fund Development, at 405-219-2927 or 
phaag@concordiaseniorliving.com.

More information about the fundrais-
ing campaign can be found at  
concordiaseniorliving.com/Stronger 
TogetherCampaign.

Rev. Harold  
Kamman

Rev. Mark Wescoatt has retired! Pastor Wescoatt and his wife, DeeDee, have 
served Trinity Lutheran Church, Guymon, faithfully for 29 years and they 
will be greatly missed. The Trinity congregation wishes them well in their 
retirement.  — Submitted by Diana Jenkins

Retirement blessings


