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See GIFTS, Page 4

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

Spring blessings 
Saints of Oklahoma!

land holdings and much livestock. But 
they were what people simply called 
“misers.” They shared nothing and did 
not seem to enjoy their wealth. Since 
the Depression they did not trust banks, 
so it was speculated that they kept their 
money somewhere on their property. 
They hoarded everything they acquired, 
and then worried about losing it. 

It was said that the old woman, dressed 
in her tattered clothing and feed-sack 
wrapped feet, would stand in the 
welfare line in Guthrie to receive free 
food supplies. After their death those 
cleaning out their house found mon-
ey stuffed in mattresses and chairs, 
while boxes of money in the cellar were 
half-eaten by rats! This couple had vast 
financial resources but, unfortunately, 
they miserly hoarded their wealth and 
eventually lost it all. 

Our wealth!
We have been given wealth too! On the 
40th day after Easter, which this year 
is Thursday, May 26, we will observe 
“The Feast Day of the Ascension of Our 
Lord.” Traditionally, the Ascension is 
looked on as one of the highest feast 
days of the Christian church, but sadly 
it is often called the “forgotten festival.” 

On this day we celebrate the victorious 
King Jesus, who defeated Satan, sin and 
death, gloriously returning for His cor-
onation at the right hand of the Father 
to reign over all things in heaven and on 
earth. The disciples watched the action 
on the Mount of Olives. 

The miser
I never knew her. She lived and died before I was born. But 
I often heard stories about her from my mother and from 
the old men who daily occupied the benches in front of our 
service station. 

The woman lived with her husband on one of their farms out-
side of Orlando. They were childless. She dressed in tattered 
clothing. During the winter she wrapped feed sacks around 
her well-worn boots to keep the chill from seeping to her feet. 
Her pitiful appearance, however, generated little sympathy 
from the town folk. 

You see, people knew that she and her husband had large 

Ascension gifts
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Welcome
On March 6, Christ Lutheran 
Church, Elkhart, Kan., joined 
the Oklahoma District. Elkhart 
sits on the Oklahoma-Kansas 
border, about 40 miles north of 
Guymon. Pictured are Rev. Mark 
Wescoatt and Rev. Barrie Henke, 
district president, presenting 
the Certificate of Welcome to 
Mike Horton, Christ Lutheran 
congregation president.

— Submitted by Dianna Jenkins

The First congregation offers thanks and blessings to 
retiring officers, from left, Deb Johnson, who served as 
treasurer for 21 years, and Barb Evenson, who served as 
financial secretary for four years. 

Rev. Lewis and Merri Lynn Walters are the newest members 
of First, having joined the congregation on April 3. Pastor 
Walters retired in August 2020 after serving at Redeemer, 
Shawnee.

Blessings at First Lutheran, Ada
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CELEBRATIONS

Congrats!
We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District who 
are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Adair, Bethlehem 
Wayne and Joyce 
Schulze 
57 years May 22
Ray and Jackie  
Mathison 
59 years  May 25

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Tom and Brenda 
Bucher 
50 years, May 5

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
John and Marsha 
Traugott 
53 years, May 18

Enid, St Paul’s 
Roy and Shirley 
Sanders 
53 years, May 13

Guthrie, Zion 
Les and Cynthia Taylor 
51 years, May 1

Norman, Trinity 
Ron and Ruth Barnes 
60 years, May 27

Okarche, St. John’s 
Clifford and Dolores 
Meyer 
64 years, May 10
Arnold and Arlene 
ZumMallen 
69 years, May 10

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Jim and Donna Brown 
67 years, May 7
Bill and Barbara 
Chaple 
52 years, May 29

Ponca City, First 
Joe and Glenda Hager 
58 years, May 16

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
Jerry and Diane Morlock 
52 years, May 9
Bill and Ladon Bullock 
52 years, May 17
Russ and Carole 
Hansen 
55 years, May 26

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Debi and Steve Hardin 
50 years, May 27

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Darlene Houk 
93 years, May 3
Gloria Kuhnert 
90 years, May 2

Blackwell, Trinity 
Betty Campbell 
90 years, May 2

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Verda Wedel 
95 years, May 8
Richard Simpson 
91 years, May 23

Guthrie, Zion 
Harold Flasch,  
98 years, May 22

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Don Eyler 
91 years, May 15

Ponca City, First 
Dolores Barnhart 
91 years, May 2
Darlene Duerr 
92 years, May 5
Ann Banks 
91 years, May 23

Belated
Midwest City, Good 
Shepherd 
Martha Casey 
92 years, Feb. 26

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer 
Joy Siegfried 
90 years, March 25

Lila Kizer 
94 years, May 23
Dolores Andrews 
91 years, May 28

Shawnee, Redeemer 
Lorene Monday 
91 years, May 18

Kathy Neiden
94 years, May 27

Helen 
Spielmann
98 years, 
May 17

Shawnee,  
Redeemer

Mary Jane Bradford
95 years, May 31

Tulsa, 
Our 
Savior

“It’s all about the Word,” says LCMS 
missionary Rev. Dr. Cory Rajek in the Spring 2022 
issue of Lutherans Engage the World. The issue 

highlights a few places where the Word of God is at work, 
including in rural western Kenya, where men and women are 
being prepared to serve a dozen Lutheran church bodies in 
East Africa; in Lutheran schools in California and Wisconsin, 
where the next generation is growing in their knowledge of 
math, science and the Savior, Jesus Christ; and in Germany, 
where students who attend online classes through the Luther 
Academy in Riga, Latvia, recently gathered for a week of 
intensive studies.

The issue also includes five stories written by LCMS 
missionaries about mission work in Brazil, Italy, Taiwan, 
Germany and more. In addition, you’ll hear from Rev. James 
Krikava, director of the LCMS Eurasia region, who is coordi-
nating the Synod’s response to help those who are displaced, 
suffering or in danger due to the ongoing crisis in Ukraine. 

The magazine was slated to arrive in mailboxes in late April. 
You can read the issue online at engage.lcms.org. To have the 
magazine delivered directly to your door, visit engage.lcms.
org/subscribe. 

Individual and bulk subscriptions (for congregations) are 
available at no charge.

THE WORD AT WORK
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We are not 
called to 
“wait” for our 
neighbors to 
come to us, but 
we are called 
and gifted to 
“go” to our 
neighbors 
with the life-
energizing 
and eternity-
changing 
Gospel of Jesus 
Christ!”

GIFTS  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Luke records:
So when they had come together … 
He said to them, “…you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be 
My witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” And when 
He had said these things, as they 
were looking on, He was lifted up, 
and a cloud took Him out of their 
sight. And while they were gazing 
into heaven as He went, 
behold, two men stood 
by them in whites robes, 
and said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will 
come in the same way 
as you saw Him go into 
heaven.” ACTS 1:6-11 

Even though the apostle 
Paul was not present at 
the Ascension, he talks 
about its impact:

“When He ascended on 
high He led a host of 
captives, and He gave 
gifts to men.” … He who 
descended is the One 
who also ascended far 
above all the heavens, 
that He might fill all 
things. EPH. 4:8, 10

The great wealth we have consists of 
the gifts given by Jesus which are still 
given today, enabling His people to be 
His witnesses to all nations. He gives 
His earthly church every gift needed 
to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, to attain spiritual unity, and to 
grow up to the stature of the fullness 
of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13). Our Lord 
Jesus Christ at His Ascension gifted 
us with the wealth of heaven to carry 
out His Great Commission of making 
disciples of all nations. Are we using 
that heavenly wealth, or are we playing 
the part of a miser?  

Before the national LWML convention in 
Lexington, Ky., last summer, Oklahoma 
District President Pam Wiederkehr 
learned that an LWML member in Indiana 
had 205 quilt tops to share. They had been 
made by several ladies who had worked all 
through the COVID shut-down. She would 
bring them to convention, where interest-
ed quilters could pick them up.

President Pam sent that message around 
the Oklahoma District. Piecemakers at 
Trinity, Guymon, and Knotty Ladies at 
Holy Trinity, Edmond, each asked for 50 
of the tops. After borrowing a little wagon, 
Joyce Watson and June Wadley were able 
to load the boxes in their van that was 
headed for Guymon.

Because the Oklahoma van was too full, 
Pam and her husband, Steve, loaded Holy 
Trinity’s boxes into their pickup. About a 
week later, they delivered the quilt tops to 
the Mission House, where Knotty Ladies 
work each week.

The quilt tops were made from dozens of 
strips and squares of brightly colored fab-
rics. Finished quilts were given to Orphan 
Grain Train and Lutheran World Relief. As 
one LWML member stated, “And this, my 
friends, is what our God can do with a few 
ladies with servant hearts and the love of 
Christ. Praise the Lord!”

—  Submitted by June Wadley and Myrna Lou 
Meyer

Long distance 
quilting!

LWML

Share your news with us!
We are always in need of more 
submissions for the Oklahoma 
District Lutheran Witness insert. 
Please send them to Janice Hedrick at 
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may 
also mail your submissions to Janice at 
P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-629-
1225). 

The deadline for the August issue is 
June 15. 

His gifts
Sometimes congregations 
can become blind to the 
wealth they have been giv-
en by the Ascended Lord 
Jesus. The gifts of one 
congregation may not be 
the same gifts as another 
congregation. But the 
Holy Spirit is both liberal 
in His giving and specific 
as to what gifts are needed 
by a congregation to ac-
complish the Great Com-
mission in their location. 

He has already given each 
congregation the gifts 
needed for reaching out 
with the Gospel in their 
own community. Each 
congregation is challenged 
to discern the gifts the 
Spirit has given and 
determine how these gifts 

can be invested in making disciples 
for Jesus. I am not talking about 
money; I am talking about the Word 
entrusted to you for sharing, and 
the love instilled within you by the 
Spirit for touching and claiming lives 
for Jesus. 

We are not called to “wait” for our 
neighbors to come to us, but we 
are called and gifted to “go” to our 
neighbors with the life-energizing 
and eternity-changing Gospel of 
Jesus Christ! There are no spiritual 
misers in Christ’s church. We liberally 
receive and use the gifts He has given 
us to make disciples! 
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