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Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

The Cottonwood Throne

In the midst of beauti-
ful downtown Orlando, 

there once stood a towering 
cottonwood tree. It was 
growing in the Chadwick’s 
backyard. John Chadwick 
operated Chadwick Grocery 
and General Merchandise. It 
was built by his father-in-law, 
my Uncle Emil Henke, who 
years before had converted 
his State Highway Garage into Emil 
Henke’s General Store. 

When Emil retired, John became the 
owner and proprietor. You could buy 
anything there: school supplies, blue 
jeans, dresses, hardware, fishing gear, 
stink bait and, of course, groceries and 

Street. We saw teenagers sneaking 
into Elmer Gordon’s Barber Shop and 
Pool Hall to avoid being seen by their 
parents. We watched boys smoking 
cigarettes in the back alley. We watched 
the “cat women” who lived in the small 
house next to the barber shop with their 
20-plus cats! 

Yes, it seemed as though much of our 
world was in our view from the vantage 
point of that cottonwood throne. And 
yet, we couldn’t see everything. Our 
vision was limited. We couldn’t see the 
action in the front of the store or our 
gas station or the beer joint or the lum-
beryard. We had limited vision, unlike 
the vision of our ascended Lord Jesus!

The Royal Throne

Thursday, May 13, is the celebration 
of our Lord’s ascension to His 

throne in heaven. At one time in the 
liturgical life of the Christian church, 
this feast day was considered to be a 
high festival, tantamount to Easter. It 
marks the 40th day after Easter when 
the risen Lord Jesus bodily ascended 
into heaven as His disciples watched  
in awe.

That 40th day always falls on a Thurs-
day, therefore, it is downplayed and 
even missed by most Christians, 
consequently giving it the title, “The 
Forgotten Festival.” This is sad. You see, 
the ascension marks Jesus assuming 
His full power at the right hand of God 
the Father. From His throne He reigns 
supreme over all of creation, over all of 
glory and over His whole church. 

fresh-cut meats. That cotton-
wood overshadowed John’s 
home, which was attached to 
the east side of the store. 

To the delight of his two chil-
dren and the neighborhood 
kids, John built a wooden 
platform high up in the cot-
tonwood, nailed wooden slats 
to the trunk forming a ladder, 
and then suspended from 

the platform a rope for fast exiting. Did 
we have fun! It seemed as though that 
platform was our throne looking down 
on our world. 

In actuality, our view from that throne 
was only of the back entrances to the 
buildings on the south side of Main 

Ascension blessings
Saints of Oklahoma!
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Share your 
news with us!

We are always in need of more 
submissions for the Oklahoma 
District Lutheran Witness insert. 
Why should you send them in? It 
helps remind us of what God is 
doing around the district. It is also 
a way to share ideas for nurturing 
those God has already gathered 
into His church and for reaching 
those still outside of the flock 
with the Good News about Jesus. 
It finally reminds each of us that 
Christ’s Church is much larger 
than just our particular congregation.

We understand the church looks different these days, but 
please share with us how your church is still engaged in 
ministry and what our life together currently looks like. 

Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at 
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also mail your 
submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 
 (918-629-1225).

Please ensure photos sent electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the August issue is June 15.

By Sandra Over 
Vice-President, Concordia Community Foundation 

ith all that has occurred in the United States and 
around the globe since the pandemic began in March 

2020, I’m sure not a single life has gone unaffected. 
Many of us have seen its effect on our citizens and communi-
ties, much of which has been chronicled in the daily news.

Moving closer to home, family and friends have struggled to 
keep their jobs and meet financial commitments, leaving less 
discretionary income for giving to charitable organizations. 
Concordia Community Foundation, the fundraising arm of 
Lutheran Senior Citizens, Inc., supports the Good Samaritan 

Deanna Lorett, a member of First Lutheran Church, Ponca 
City, and her children, Saxon and Hermoine, made baby kits 
that will be given to those in need overseas.
— Submitted by Sandy Sibley

CONCORDIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Providing aide to 
Oklahoma seniors

Fund, which provides benevolent care for seniors who have 
chosen Concordia Life Plan Community as their home and find 
themselves outliving their financial resources.

We are committed to helping these individuals so they can 
remain in their home at Concordia. In 2020, through generous 
donations from caring Oklahomans, the Concordia Community 
Foundation was able to allocate $40,000 to the Good Samari-
tan Fund. The anticipated need for benevolent care for 2021 is 
$72,000. While we understand the events of the previous year 
may make it difficult for some to justify charitable contribu-
tions, please prayerfully consider donating to this worthy cause 
so others can live out their golden years in their chosen home. 

Please make donations payable to “Concordia Community 
Foundation” and mail to Concordia, 7707 W. Britton Road, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132 or visit concordiaseniorliving.com 
for online donations or more information.

Blessings in Ponca City
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M.Div. student Koh Yamamoto 
reads coursework during class 
on Jan. 15.

CTSFW receives highest 
level of accreditation
Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. (CTSFW), has again 
received full accreditation from the 
Association of Theological Schools 
(ATS) and the Higher Learning 
Commission (HLC) for the next 10 
years – the longest term the accrediting 
agencies can approve.

“This 10-year 
reaffirmation 
of accreditation 
builds upon the 
strength of the 10-
year reaffirmation 
achieved in 2010,” 
said CTSFW 
President Lawrence 
R. Rast Jr. “Both 
commissions 
recognized 
CTSFW’s strong 
sense of mission 
and identity.”

“Both visitation teams commended 
the culture of assessment that informs 
integrated planning,” said Rev. Robert 
Roethemeyer, CTSFW vice-president 
of Strategic Planning and Mission 
Execution and self-study chair. “These 
are great characteristics to celebrate 
in this 175th year of forming pastors, 

deaconesses and other servants of 
Jesus Christ for the congregations and 
service organizations of the LCMS 
and beyond.”

The accreditors noted that CTSFW’s 
“mission and [Lutheran] identity 
permeate, animate, and guide the 
school and are supported by a 
strong sense of community.” They 
also complimented the seminary for 
“exceptional financial stewardship 
and generosity of the seminary’s 
constituency (both local and global) 
that make it possible for students to 
graduate with manageable debt.”

The tremendous amount of work that 
goes into preparing an institutional 
self-study of this magnitude allows the 
seminary to celebrate and build upon 
its strengths and recognize areas for 
potential growth and improvement. 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, is 
also accredited by both agencies, 
and received its most recent 10-year 
renewal in 2014.

“Take Heart,” a series of retreats 
designed to help pastors and the souls 
in their care find Gospel rest during 
COVID-19, has added additional dates 
for 2021.

The retreats, which are a joint effort of 
the LCMS Office of National Mission 
and DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Center 
for Spiritual Care and Counsel, aim to:
▶ Sustain the work of pastors;
▶  Help pastors diagnose ministry 

challenges;
▶  Provide strategies and assistance for 

responding to those challenges; and 
▶  Equip pastors with spiritual care and 

psychological resources.

Thanks to a grant of $247,500 from 
the Soldiers of the Cross—Amplified 
fund, at least 11 additional “Take 
Heart” retreats will be offered in 2021. 
Registration is first come, first served, 
with all costs covered for participants 
except travel to and from the retreat. 
Five retreats have already been held 
in 2021, with six more currently 
scheduled and additional dates to be 
added throughout the year.

In a video posted to the DOXOLOGY 
website, the Rev. David Fleming, 
DOXOLOGY’s executive director for 
Spiritual Care, says that DOXOLOGY 
is “working diligently to spread [the 
retreats] across the country.

“Thanks be to God for your faithful 
care of the Lord’s flock,” Fleming 
continues. “Thanks be to God for The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
which made it a priority to care for 

her pastors and church workers during 
this pandemic. Thanks be to God for 
the Office of National Mission’s bold 
generosity in making a ‘Take Heart’ 
retreat available to … every Missouri 
Synod pastor free of charge. … 

“We at DOXOLOGY … thank God 
for you and keep you in our prayers. 
The Almighty God — Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit — bless you, that you 
may be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.”

Registration for the “Take Heart” 
retreats has been brisk, and spots are 
filling quickly. Scheduled events are:
 May 24–26 .......Bel Aire, Kan. 
 June 7–9 .......Aurora, Neb. 
 June 21–23 .......Boise, Idaho    
 Sept. 13–15 .......Marvin, S.D.
 Oct. 5–7 .......Columbia, Ill.
 Oct. 11–13 .......Ohio District 

Visit doxology.us for more information.  

Retreat cost to be  
covered by ONM grant

Pastors invited to ‘TAKE HEART’
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CELEBRATIONS

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
John and Marsha Traugott 
52 years, May 18. 

El Reno, Trinity 
Arthur and Irene Wiedemann 
67 years, May 14

Enid, St Paul’s 
Roy and Shirley Sanders 
54 years, May 13

Guthrie, Zion 
Les and Cynthia Taylor 
50 years, May 1

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Barbara Chaple 
51 years, May 29

Congrats!

Celebrating 90 years or more!

El Reno, Trinity 
Gilferd and Maxine Peters 
64 years, May 12

Ponca City, First 
Joe and Glenda Hager 
57 years, May 16

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Jerry and Diane Morlock 
51 years, May 9
Bill and Ladon Bullock 
51 years, May 17
Russ and Carole Hansen 
54 years, May 26

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Darlene Houk 
92 years, May 3
Ruth Lucht 
95 years, May 23

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Richard Simpson 
90 years, May 23

Guthrie, Zion 
Harold Flasch 
98 years, May 22
Oklahoma City,   
Messiah 
Don Eyler 
90 years, May 15

Owasso, Faith 
Lorna Wahlgren 
94 years, May 17

Ponca City, First 
Lila Kizer 
93 years, May 23 

Belated
El Reno, Trinity
Carl and Barbara  
Arndt 
50 years, April 8. 

Owasso, Faith
Olga Krause  
96 years, April 4
June Brooks 
93 years, April 8

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Kathy 
Neiden
93 years, 
May 27

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Mary Jane 
Bradford
95 years, 
May 31

Tulsa, 
Our Savior 
Helen Spielmann
97 years, May 17

Shawnee, 
Redeemer
Lorene 
Monday
90 years, 
May 18

We rejoice with 
those in the 
Oklahoma District 
who are celebrating 
anniversaries of 50 
years or more!

Unlike our cottonwood throne with limited vision, His 
vision is not limited. The risen and reigning Christ is om-
nipresent (present everywhere), omnipotent (all powerful) 
and omniscient (all knowing). 

I remember as a child watching with awe on the tiny 
black-and-white screen of our Motorola the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II. The ascen-
sion marks the coronation of 
Jesus as He reclaims His royal, 
glorious throne over which 
He views and controls all of 
creation! St. Paul describes it 
so well:

(God) … seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and 
dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the one 
to come. And He put all things 
under His feet and gave Him 
as head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in 
all. — Eph. 1:20-23 

And further:
He who descended is the One 
who also ascended far above 
all the heavens, that He might 
fill all things. — Eph. 4:10  

To endure the cross in order 
to redeem the world from sin, 
Satan and death, Jesus set aside 
His glory. In His ascension He 
reclaims the fullness of that glory:

Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on 
Him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
— Phil. 2:9-11

It is comforting to know that we have a Savior who sees 
our every move, knows our every need and embraces us 
with His love, His grace and the assurance of His presence. 
As Ascension Day approaches, take time to ponder and 
praise as you spiritually bow your knee before Him and 
confess that He is your Lord and Savior. 

Easter Day proclaims that He is risen; Ascension Day 
proclaims that He is reigning as our Redeemer, Savior and 
Victorious King! Praise be to Christ! Alleluia!

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

From His 
throne 
He reigns 
supreme over 
all of creation, 
over all of 
glory and over 
His whole 
church.”


