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COVID-19 
When I wrote the April message for The Lutheran Witness, 
little did I know that before it would be printed, our state 
and nation would be in lockdown mode. In my 47 years of 
pastoral ministry, I have never experienced anything like the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It has inflicted terror on people who 
fear becoming infected. It has forced social distancing on all 
people, and even social isolation for the most vulnerable. 

We have seen worship services canceled, or at least being lives-
treamed and videotaped, during the richest part of the church 
Year — Lent and Easter! Many pastors have struggled with 
questions pertaining to the spiritual care of their flock, espe-
cially focusing on the Sacrament of the Altar. This struggling 
has produced a certain amount of guilt within the pastor as he 
feels that he might be shirking his responsibility and is being 
manipulated by an unprecedented fear. The fact is that these 

are difficult times, and difficult times 
call for difficult decision making. 

As you read this, many of the restric-
tions may have already been lifted, but 
the fear factor remains. It is important 
for us to obey the rules imposed by our 
government authorities while continu-
ing in unique and creative ways to do 
the ministry entrusted to us by our 
risen Lord Jesus Christ. This COVID-19 
pandemic is only temporary — this, too, 
shall pass! Therefore it is important for 
God’s Easter people to look to Him each 
day remembering His beautiful and 
powerful promise to us: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; His mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning; 
great is Your faithfulness. “The Lord is 
my portion,” says my soul, “therefore 
I will hope in Him.” — Lam. 3:22-24

Fear Fear!
Some of us remember the polio fears 
of the 1940s and 50s. My Aunt Bernie 
Montgomery was stricken as a young 
adult in the late 40s. Her case was 
severe, involving an “iron lung” and 
resulting in a lifetime of leg braces, 
crutches and a wheelchair. In the early 
50s, our next-door neighbor, Charlie 
Jones, contracted a lighter case of polio 
which left him with a life-long limp. 

With both of these cases so close to 
home and with the television broadcast-
ing news about the polio epidemic, my 
mother was a basket case! She lived in 
fear that one of her four sons would be 
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next! At one point she had us so filled 
with fear, I even convinced myself that 
I couldn’t move my legs! I look back 
on that situation to see the truth of the 
statement “fear immobilizes.” 

Needless to say, none of us ever con-
tracted polio. Soon after that episode, 
Dr. Jonas Salk discovered a vaccine 
for polio … and life was good again! 
But I remember the immobilizing fear 
associated with that epidemic. It is the 
same fear striking at the hearts and 
clutching the lives of many people today 
over the COVID-19 pandemic. This, as 
well as with all other illnesses, viruses 
and epidemics, is a result of sin’s impact 

on our earthly existence. 

Easter People
There is no doubt that we must take the 
virus threat seriously and take precau-
tions to protect ourselves while lovingly 
protecting those around us. However, 
taking proper precautions and living 
in immobilizing fear are two different 
things. We are Easter people! By His 
death and glorious resurrection, our 
Lord Jesus overcame sin, death, the 
grave, the devil … and fear! 

His first words to His fear-filled disci-
ples were “Peace be with you!” We need 
that peace! We are living in a world that 
is heaped high with fear. Our Lord’s 
Easter victory reminds us again of the 
One who has power over the realm of 
eternity, and this earthly realm as well 

— He is in control! His good word to 
you was written by Isaiah: 

“You are my servant, I have chosen 
you and not cast you off”; fear not, 
for I am with you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.  
— Is. 41:9-10

During this uncertain time of pandem-
ic fears, the words of the apostle Paul 
should fill our hearts with confident joy:

Thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
— 1 Cor. 15:57

Stay safe, stay in, stay healthy and fear 
not with your eyes fixed on Jesus! 

With Joy in our risen Jesus, 
President Rev. Barrie E. Henke

On March 3, the Valparaiso University Chorale, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Christopher M. Cock, performed an outstanding con-
cert featuring works of both Lutheran and American composers 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City. 

The first half of the concert had selected movements of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s Jesu meine Freude, BWV 227, interspersed 
with psalm settings. These psalms included Psalm 31, 139, 126  
and 63, with settings written by Heinrich Schütz and Nico Muh-
ly, a contemporary American composer. The Valparaiso chorale 
performed these musically contrasting psalm settings flawlessly. 

The second half of the concert included works by Eric Whitacre, 
Morten Lauridsen, Anders Edenroth, John Rutter and F. Melius 
Christiansen, all from memory. The last piece, My Soul’s Been 
Anchored in the Lord, by Moses Hogan, drew huge applause and 
a standing ovation as the 42-member choir departed from the 
sanctuary. 

For information on future concerts and programs at  
Messiah, contact Myles Hayden, director of Music Ministries  
at mhayden@messiahokc.org.

Valparaiso choir performs at Messiah

New members were recently welcomed at First Lutheran 
Church, Ada. Pictured with Rev. Jason Steffenson is the 
Seller family.

Blessings in Ada
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Congrats!
We rejoice with those 
in the Oklahoma 
District who are 
celebrating wedding 
anniversaries of 50 
years or more in May.
Adair, Bethlehem 
Wayne and Joyce Schulze 
55 years, May 22

Jackie and Ray Mathison 
57 years, May 25

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
John and Marsha Traugott 
51 years, May 18 

Enid, St Paul’s 
Roy and Shirley Sanders 
53 years, May 13
LaVern and Opal Gragert 
72 years, May 23

Midwest City, Good Shepherd 
George and Carroll Dinse 
60 years, May 29

Norman, Trinity 
Cameron and Jennifer Weber 
51 years, May 16 

Okarche, St. John’s 
Clifford and Dolores Meyer 
62 years, May 10
Arnold and Arlene ZumMallen 
67 years, May 10

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim and Donna Brown 
65 years, May 7
Bill and Barbara Chaple 
50 years, May 29

Watonga, Mount Calvary 
Merle and Mary Wanzer 
66 years, May 29

Ponca City, First

Tulsa, Our Savior

Perry, Christ

Russ and Carole Hansen 
53 years, May 26

Donald and Kathryn Ferguson 
56 years, May 22

Joe and Glenda Hager 
56 years, May 16

Bill and Ladon Bullock 
50 years, May 17

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Jerry and Diane Morlock 
50 years, May 9

Don and Marj Purkey 
58 years, April 13

Jerry and Carol Karcher 
52 years, May 25

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Belated

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Darlene Houk, 
91 years, May 3
Ruth Lucht 
94 years, May 23

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
La Vada Stone 
90 years, May 29

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
George Briesch 
91 years, May 29 
Verda Wedel 
93 years, May 8

Guthrie, Zion 
Harold Flasch 
98 years, May 22

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim Waite 
93 years, May 12

Ponca City, First 
Howard Nelsen 
94 years, May 14
Lila Kizer 
92 years, May 23

Watonga, Mount Calvary 
Kenneth Strack 
94 years, May 27

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Kathy 
Neiden
92 years, 
May 27

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Mary Jane 
Bradford
94 years, 
May 31

Tulsa,  
Our Savior 
Helen 
Spielmann
96 years, 
May 17

Ponca 
City,  
First
Darleen 
Duerr
90 years, 
May 5

Share your news with us!
We are always in need of more submissions for the  
Oklahoma District insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in your congregation, including 
announcements, special events or human interest stories that 
you or your organization would like published. 

Please send submissions to jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. 
You may also mail your submissions to Janice Hedrick, P.O. Box 
70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-629-1225). 

The deadline for the combined August issue is June 15.
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Family watch-
ing Sunday 
service from 
the comforts 
of their sofa.

Following along 
with worship on 
the radio.

As we navigate our present 
normal, we are thankful 
that we still have oppor-
tunities, at home via the 
internet, to hear God’s 
Word preached to us by our 
pastors. And our Lutheran 
school students can also be 
in class, albeit on a comput-
er screen.

So, what does this look like 
for you? Please snap a quick 
photo or two … it could be 
of you and/or your family 
in your living room or at a 
table watching the worship 
service on the computer 
or your big screen TV; or 
your student (or a teacher) 
at her desk, working or 
looking into a screen of 
her classmates in rows of 
rectangles. Or if you are one 
of the few saints in church 
helping with the livestream, 
capture a scene.

Let us know who and where 
you are and where you 
worship, and we’ll use them 
to show that while we’re 
physically apart, we’re still 
together as the Body of 
Christ.

Send your photos and, if 
possible, stories to  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.
com.

Got a smartphone?

Show us what your church life looks like!
Here are sample photos to use as a guide.

Third-grade teacher leading her online class in 
song, with help from her son.

Student joins her class for online lessons.

Children 
visiting their 
grandmother, 
through the 
window of the 
nursing home.

Praising God 
outside in 
the love-
ly spring 
days, either 
through mu-
sic or a chalk 
drawing.


