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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

Saints of 
Oklahoma!

The Probably Empty 
Tomb
Three uniformed workers 
knocked on the door of my 
cousin Alline’s farm home 
south of Orlando. They rep-
resented a pipeline company. 
The two men and one woman 
ranged in age from early to 
mid-20s. They were seeking 
permission to survey along 
the creek south of her home at 
the intersection of highways 51 and 77. 
She granted their request. 

But before leaving her porch she issued 
a motherly warning: “Now be careful 
of snakes down there. There could be 
copperheads or rattlesnakes, and there’s 
a lot of brush drifted up from flood-
ing.” Then came the warning that went 
beyond motherly advice: “And don’t be 
surprised when you come upon the old 
tomb that’s down there!” That peaked 

Lutheran Church in Orlando. When the 
church closed a man tried to remodel it 
by tearing off several rows of the large 
sandstones which were offered to Ben. 
It was the tomb where Loren Hafner, 
aka Jesus, after the 
crucifixion was car-
ried and buried. 

The pageant 
grounds have 
washed away by 
years of flooding, 
but the tomb, set 
high on the creek 
bank, survived. It is still there, but if 
you search for it watch out for snakes 
and hopefully it will probably be empty! 

The Absolutely Empty Tomb
Joseph of Arimathea had his tomb 
carved into a rock ledge outside of  
Jerusalem. His sole intent was to fill it 
by his own burial. He was a realist in 
that he knew he was going to die  
someday. And he was a planner  
because he made preparations for  
when that day would come. 

Little did he suspect his newly hewn 
tomb, that cave-like sepulcher, would 
take on a divine dynamic. On that 
infamous Passover Friday, which we call 
Good, Joseph’s heart was wrenched as 
he watched the bloody, brutal sacri-
fice of the Lamb of God. The Jewish 
leadership knew how to hate and the 
Roman soldiers knew how to crucify. 
The rough, rugged Roman cross atop 
that small hill called Golgotha or Calva-
ry virtually cast its shadow on his own 
empty burial tomb. 

their interest. “A tomb? A real 
tomb?” they asked. “Yes, it’s 
been there for years, but it’s 
probably empty. Sometimes a 
transient or a varmint hides 
there for a while.” 

As though they had been deaf 
to the snake and varmint 
warning, they asked again: 
“It’s a real tomb?” “Yes, that’s 
what it was built for,” respond-

ed my cousin. As they walked 
away, she heard one say to the other two, 
“I’m not going there if there’s a tomb!” 
Alline assumed they completed the 
survey, avoided snakes and saw the tomb 
that she believed was probably empty. 

Because of her Henke DNA, she did 
not tell them the rest of the story. Oh, 
it was a tomb alright, but a leftover 
from the Easter pageant staging of long 
ago. It had been constructed by Ben 
Kolb with stones taken from St. Paul 

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es



2 / OKLAHOMA

DISTRICT NEWS

The Shepherd of the Hills, Skiatook, family continues to be 
blessed! Pictured with Rev. Jay Hobson are the newest mem-
bers: David, Erin and baby Nate Latimer. The Latimers were 
welcomed into membership in December.

Family grows in Skiatook

The Lutheran Mission 
Guild ladies at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, El 
Reno, packed shoe 
boxes for "Operation 
Christmas Child." 
—  Submitted by  

Brenda Peoples

Helping 
children 
in need

Joseph had pinned his Messianic hopes on Jesus of Naz-
areth as the One who would bring about the Kingdom of 
God! But now on this Friday, a few hours before the high 
holy Sabbath of Passover, Jesus was being put to death 
by crucifixion. The least, the very least Joseph could do 
was bury the corpse of Jesus. He would fill his own, newly 
hewn tomb with the body of his Lord. What devotion! He 
and Nicodemus wrapped the body in spice-laced linen 
and filled the tomb. Little did he know how temporary 
this effort would be! 

You see, Jesus doesn’t like filled tombs. He likes empty 
tombs! By early Sunday morning Joseph’s tomb was not 
“probably empty” like the one near Orlando; it was abso-
lutely empty! The word of the Easter morning angel says 
it all:

“ Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while 
He was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified 
and on the third day rise.” — Luke 24:5-7 

I venture to say that the empty tomb of Jesus may have 
been filled again at the death of Joseph of Arimathea, who 
owned it and planned to fill it. But remember, Jesus likes 
empty tombs, so even Joseph’s tomb will again be emp-
tied on the great day of the resurrection of all flesh. Jesus 
sealed that promise to us when he emptied his own tomb. 
By His tomb-emptying resurrection work He emptied 
death of its power to bind us as well! 
This month as we “march” through these cross-laden days 
of Lent, may we pick up the pace to begin our run toward 
Easter. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection we are as-
sured that our filled tombs will someday be emptied too! 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. — 1 Cor. 15:57

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Share your news with us!
Please send submissions to 
Janice Hedrick at jhedrick 
okdistrict@gmail.com. You 
may also mail your submissions 
to Janice at P.O. Box 70, Owasso, 
OK 74055. Questions? Call 918-
629-1225.

The deadline for the May 2021 
issue is March 15.
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CELEBRATIONS

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Dottie Heinrich 
94 years, March 31

Covington, St. John’s 
Louis Schweer 
94 years, March 20

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Jean Bauer 
96 years, March 18

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Patsy Herth 
91 years, March 28

Fairmont, Zion 
Robert Jack 
92 years, March 12
Leon Meyer 
91 years, March 16
Dale Niehus 
92 years, March 21

Okarche, St. John’s 
Emmalein Schroeder 
93 years, March 27

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah
Arlene Theis 
90 years, March 5

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
John and Carla Cherry 
58 years, March 23

Breckinridge, Immanuel 
Ron and Sharon Clinton, 
55 years, March 4

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Ray and Marilyn Dalla Rosa 
55 years, March 4 

Covington, St. John’s 
Gerald and Arba Jo Pope 
56 years, March 11
Larry and Sharon Sebranek 
50 years, March 20

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Roland and Marcella Schroeder 
71 years, March 5

Fairmont, Zion 
Lyle and Mary Reinhardt 
57 years, March 21

Okarche, St. John’s 
Charles and Cherri Brandley 
50 years, March 24

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Richard and Linda Shults 
53 years, March 28

Perry, Christ 
Robert and Linda Oberholzer 
56 years, March 12

Ponca City, First 
Berno and Janet Ebbesson 
57 years, March 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
John and Roseanna Kretzschmar 
53 years, March 23

We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District  
who are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Congrats!

Robert and Cathy Peetoom 
51 years, March 22

Blackwell, Trinity

Perry Christ

Bob and Elaine Fleenor 
53 years, Feb. 25

Belated
Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Jerry and Judie Page 
60 years, Jan. 14 
Steve and Sharon 
50 years, Jan. 23 

El Reno, Trinity 
Martin and Lanoy Peters 
60 years, Jan. 27 
Gary and Linda Baker 
53 years, Feb. 17

Carlisle and Ellen Mabrey 
52 years, March 29

Tulsa, Lutheran Church of 
Our Savior

Jim and Twila Lewis 
61 years, March 25

Ann Hallum 
90 years, March 7

Skiatook, Shepherd 
of the Hills 
Juanita Kosary 
90 years, Feb. 23

Tulsa, Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior 
June Jordan 
95 years, March 15

Broken 
Arrow, 
Trinity 
Maralyn 
Brauer 
94 years, 
March 10

Alva, Zion

Arthur Britcher 
98 years, March 7

Neva Polson 
92 years, March 16

Norman, Trinity

Arlesa Tarver 
100 years, March 6

Perry Christ

Irene Pagel 
90 years, March 4

Tulsa, Grace

Patsy Postier 
90 years, March 26

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer

Leon Thomas 
90 years, March 28

Belated
Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Art Radke 
91 years, Jan. 31

Perry Christ

James Gottschalk 
90 years, Jan. 19
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By Stacey Egger
LCMS Reporter

The LCMS Office of National 
Mission (ONM) has announced 
a new grant opportunity to assist 

congregations in funding technology, 
software, equipment and training that 
will help them fulfill their mission to 
proclaim the Gospel to their members 
and the world. 

Under the Esther 4:14 National Grant 
Program, approximately 100 grants 
of up to $1,500 each will be awarded 
to LCMS congregations seeking to 
advance their technological capacity 
in “such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 
Grants may be used to fund: 
▶  Technology (cameras, mixer boards, 

etc.); 
▶  End-user equipment (tablets for 

shut-ins, etc.);
▶  Software or software subscriptions 

(Microsoft Teams, Zoom Pro 
accounts, editing software, etc.); and 

▶   Other equipment or training to meet 
congregational needs. 

Deaconess Maryann Hayter, manager 
of LCMS Grants Administration, said 
the grants are especially needed during 
a time when physical gatherings have 
been severely limited due to COVID-19. 

“This grant is not the large-dollar 
award that would fund a state-of-the 
art film studio or other leading-edge 
professional technologies,” Hayter 
said. “However, we hope to encourage 
congregations to fill the need of the 
church to proclaim the Gospel in new 
ways and to creatively increase ‘people 
contact’ in a meaningful way during 
such times as these.”

In recent months, many LCMS 
churches have experienced an increased 
need for technology to carry out their 
mission. Such technology can be 
expensive, however, and many churches 
— especially smaller churches and those 
that were already struggling prior to the 
pandemic — have been limited in their 
efforts by financial concerns. This grant 

LCMS offering technology grants

opportunity is designed to ease those 
limitations.

Grant recipients will be chosen by a 
grant committee, with preference given 
to congregations that:
▶  Demonstrate financial need;
▶  Show the ability to meet an unmet 

need with grant funds;
▶  Provide evidence of thoughtful 

planning; and 
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▶  Document the actual costs of desired 
equipment or technology.

Applications for Esther 4:14 grants 
will be accepted through April 5, with 
awards announced in May. 

Visit lcms.org/esther4-14 
for more information and to 
submit an online application. 

On Jan. 21, LCMS President Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison sent an email 
to all workers on the Synod roster 
addressing questions and concerns 
about the COVID-19 vaccines that are 
being distributed and dispensed.

Harrison’s letter and the vaccine 
document are now available at lcms.
org/president for churchwide reading 
and download. They address such 
topics as:
▶  Whether the currently available 

vaccines contain aborted human  
fetal tissue.

▶  Whether the 
currently available 
vaccines were tested 
using human fetal 
cell lines.

▶  Whether there is an 
official LCMS position on the use of 
COVID-19 vaccines.

In addition to providing factual 
information about the vaccines, 
Harrison’s letter offers pastoral 
counsel on deciding whether to 
receive the vaccine and talking to 
those with whom one disagrees.

Synod releases statement on vaccines


