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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Hidden
One day while 
tending the Texaco 
Service Station op-
erated by my family, 
an oil-field worker 
drove up in his 
pickup truck. He 
called me over with: 
“Come over here! I 
want to show you 
something!”

I cringed. He had done this several times 
before, so I knew it was anybody’s guess 
what he had in the back of that truck. 
Was it going to be a wounded hawk, a 
dead animal, a 30-pound catfish or a 
dead rattlesnake with a self-inflicted 
bite? I reluctantly walked to his truck. 
There in the back he had several ugly, 
roundish, red rocks. I was relieved! I had 
grown up around these kinds of rocks, 

so I was less than impressed 
when I saw what he had.

“Watch this” he said. Taking a 
hammer, he firmly tapped one 
of those ugly, ordinary rocks. It 
split open. To my amazement, 
it revealed a beautiful crystal 
formation. “These are geodes,” 
he said, “I found them around a well I 
was checking.” There in these plain look-
ing, ordinary and somewhat ugly rocks 
was an extraordinary hidden beauty! 
Yes, I was amazed!

Ugly Lent
We began our Lenten walk for 2020 on 
Feb. 26. Ash Wednesday ushered in the 
six-week period of focusing on the sac-
rificial work of our Savior as He became 
“obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross.”

Someone once said to me that Lent for 

them was the most ugly and depressing 
season in the church year. I was shocked! 
For me, Lent is filled with depth and 
beauty in understanding the sacrificial 
work of Christ, the Lamb of God, Who 
takes away the sin of the world. Nothing 
ugly or depressing about it!

I recall a woman who spent her whole 
life in a church body that did not follow 
or understand the church-year calendar. 
She was encouraged by her Lutheran 
husband to attend worship with him. 
She reluctantly agreed as long as she 
could attend her own church on Sunday 
evenings. With that agreement, she 
began her Lutheran journey just as Lent 
started. She faithfully attended with her 
husband both on Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evening. 

When Holy Week arrived, she 
attended the Maundy Thurs-
day service and then on Good 
Friday she attended the Tene-
brae Service of Darkness, after 
which the worshipers would 
leave in silence. She even came 
to the Vigil of Easter on the 
Saturday night before Easter. 
On Easter Sunday as I greeted 

her at the door, I said to her, somewhat 
jokingly, that I thought by now she 
would be running from the Lutheran 
church as fast as she could run. Instead, 
she answered, “Oh, no! I’ve grown up 
in the church, but this is the first time 
I have ever understood the meaning of 
Christ’s redeeming sacrifice for me!” 

There in the midst of all the seeming 
ugliness of Lent — the bloody sweat, the 
scourging, the crucifixion, the darkness 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

A BLESSED 
LENTENTIDE 

Saints of  
Oklahoma!

‘He  
died 
for me!’
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Share your news

We are always in need of more sub-
missions for the Oklahoma District 
insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in 
your congregation, including an-
nouncements, special events or hu-
man interest stories that you or your 
organization would like published. 

Please send submissions to  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com.

You may also mail your submissions 
to Janice Hedrick, P.O. Box 70, Owas-
so, OK 74055 (918-396-9629). Please 
ensure photos sent electronically are 
high resolution.

The deadline for the May issue is 
March 15.

Blessings at Trinity, Okmulgee

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

and the death — is a hidden 
beauty and wonderful truth: 
He died for me!  

True Beauty
If you were raised in Sunday 
school, the words of the Gos-
pel in a Nutshell have been 
committed to your memory: 

For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. — John 3:16

The Ongoing Ambassadors 
for Christ would use this 
verse as a witnessing tool 
by personalizing it for the 
individual to whom they were 

Trinity, welcomed 
four new 
members on 
Reformation 
Sunday 2019. 
From left, Rev. Dr. 
Christian C. Tiews, 
Macy Horn and 
Ripkin, Angela 
Parada, Manuel 
Parada, Draven 
Herron and Becky 
Kirkbride, sponsor.

The children and young adults presented a Reformation play during Trinity’s 
annual Oktoberfest festival. From left, (front row), Jillian Remington, Jaxon 
Remington, Will Remington, Ashlyn Ohlde, Natalie Norem, Lillian Tiews, Landon 
Ohlde, Hunter Remington; (back row) Nick Barnes and Camden Remington. 

Trinity hymn festival is March 7
Trinity, Blackwell, gives thanks to God for 95 years of receiving 
His gifts as a congregation! Trinity will celebrate our Savior 
and its founding in 1925 with a Hymn Festival on March 7. 

To attend the catered dinner after the festival, RSVP at 
580-363-4026. “Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all 
His wondrous works!” (Ps. 105:2). Trinity invites you to join in 
giving thanks to God and praying that the Word of Christ dwell 
richly at Trinity and spread throughout the community and 
the world.

— Submitted by Deaconess Mary Moerbe

Visit us on Facebook
Follow the Oklahoma District Facebook page at facebook.com/ 
oklahomalutherans to stay informed about news and events 
at the district and throughout the state. Learn, reflect upon 
Scripture and also share what’s happening in your congre-
gation as we celebrate the love of Jesus Christ and the joy of 
Lutherans in Oklahoma. 

—  Submitted by the Oklahoma District Communications Task 
Force (commsokdistrict@gmail.com)

witnessing. They would insert 
the name of that person in 
the verse: “For God so loved 
— insert your name — that 
He gave His only Son, that 
— insert your name — would 
not perish but have eternal 
life.” The Gospel in a Nutshell 
is beautiful all by itself, but 
how much more beautiful 
it becomes to us when we 
personalize it.

One wise saint who blessed 
my life would often say that if 
he were the only sinner in the 
world, Jesus would still come 
into this world to die for 
him! So true, so beautiful, so 
powerful! Such is the love our 
Savior has for us! The Holy 
Spirit graciously enables us to 
say in faith: He died for me!
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Congrats!
We rejoice with those 
in the Oklahoma 
District who are 
celebrating wedding 
anniversaries of  
50 years or more in 
January.

We congratulate those who are celebrating  
90 years or more.

Alva, Zion 
Neva Polson 
91 years, March 16

Alva, Zion 
Art Britcher 
97 years, March 7

Covington, St. John’s 
Louis Schweer  
93 years, March 20

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Jean Bauer 
95 years, March 18

Fairmont, Zion 
Robert Jack 
91 years, March 12

Mildred Schneider 
104 years, March 16

Dale Niehus 
91 years, March 21

Okarche, St. John’s 
Emmalein Schroeder 
92 years, March 27

Oklahoma City,  
Immanuel 
Lillian Larwig 
95 years, March 26

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Gladyce Williams 
98 years, March 15

Ponca City, First 
John Fetrow 
97 years, March 27

Tulsa, Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior 
June Jordan 
94 years, March 15

Alva Zion 
Helen Beisel 
103 years, Feb. 28

Breckinridge, Immanuel
Ron and Sharon Clinton 
54 years, March 4

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Ray and Marilyn Dalla Rosa 
54 years, March 4
Jim and Martha Wilson 
63 years, March 8  

Covington, St. John’s 
Gerald and Arba Jo Pope 
55 years, March 11

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Roland and Marcella Schroeder 
70 years, March 5

Fairmont, Zion 
Lyle and Mary Reinhardt 
56 years, March 21

Mustang, Christ 
Joe and Bettye Haller 
68 years, March 15
William and Gen Allen 
62 years, March 22

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Richard and Linda Shults 
52 years, March 28

Perry, Christ 
Robert and Linda Oberholzer 
55 years, March 12

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
John and Roseanna Kretzschmar 
52 years, March 23

Tulsa, Good Shepherd 
Hilbert (Tex) and Gloria Buehring 
52 years, March 26 

Ponca City, First 
Berno and Janet Ebbesson 
56 years, March 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Carlisle and Ellen Mabrey 
51 years, March 29 

Tulsa, Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior 
Jim and Twila Lewis 
60 years, March 25

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Ponca City, First

Carlisle and Ellen Mabrey 
51years, March 29

Berno and Janet Ebbesson 
56 years, March 29

Jim and Twila Lewis 
60 years, March 25

Tulsa, Lutheran Church of 
Our Savior

Broken 
Arrow, 
Trinity 
Maralyn 
Brauer 
93 years, 
March 10

Oklahoma 
City,  
Immanuel 
Betty 
Mahan 
90 years, 
Feb. 14

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Rosamund Scott  
92 years, March 13

Oklahoma 
City,  
Immanuel 
Bill Mahan 
90 years, 
March 7 

Texhoma, 
St. Paul 
Jesse  
Grabeal 
106 years, 
March 27 

Ponca City, First 
BJ Dixon 
90 years, Feb. 12

Ponca City, First 
Betty Schwanke  
93 years, Feb. 15



4  /  OKLAHOMA

LWML

Greetings! My name is Pastor Jim Daub and I serve St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Havelock, N.C. I have had the joy of being the 
pastor here for almost 18 years. On Sept. 13, 2018, our city was 
hit with the major brunt of Hurricane Florence. It was absolutely 
amazing to see the power that is in a hurricane. We sustained 
almost 36 hours of downpouring rain and steady wind speeds of 
about 50 to 60 miles per hour, with gusts upwards of 100 miles 
per hour. Our community has about 20,000 residents and a 
major air station for the U.S. Marine Corps. However, we are the 
only LCMS church within an hour in either direction.  

We truly became an island unto ourselves. Many of the roads 
were either washed out, flooded or had power lines and trees 
across them. It was a great challenge for people to get basic ne-
cessities, as well as items to help clean and muck out their homes. 
Many people did not think to have these supplies on hand be-
cause Hurricane Florence had been downgraded from a Category 
5 storm to a Category 1. The problem for many was that they did 
not heed the warning and became complacent in the days leading 

Disaster response in a rural/small town
up to the storm. That complacency 
ended up hurting many people.

We were very blessed to become an 
unofficial distribution center for supplies 
for our community at that time. It began 
with a load of supplies from an Orphan 
Grain Train truck that was being loaded 
in St. Louis while we were in the midst 
of the storm. In addition to distributing 
the supplies from Orphan Grain Train, I 
had the opportunity to work very closely 
with a county commissioner who called 
me each day to tell me what items he 
had available and to see how much of it 
our church family would be willing to 
accept to hand out to others. We didn’t 
have major resources to begin with, be-
ing such a small parish, but the Lord was 
able to use us in a very mighty way.

In a webinar recorded Feb. 13, I had 
the opportunity to share more of my 
experiences of being in the parsonage 
during the storm, how we were able to 
share the love of Jesus with others, and 
what things we learned to do and not 
to do in the event of another storm that 
might hit our coastal area. I invite you 
to watch the archived recording. 

To view Daub’s webinar on rural and 
small-town disaster response, as well 
as future and past Rural & Small Town 
Mission webinars, visit lcms.org/rstm. 
Upcoming webinars include “Domestic 
Abuse in Rural and Small-Town Settings” 
on March 12 and “re:Vitality” on April 23.

Church 
members and 
volunteers in 
Wake Forest, 
N.C., unload 
a truck filled 
with Hurricane 
Florence relief 
supplies from 
LCMS Disaster 
Response in 
September 
2018.
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All LCMS women are cordially invited 
to attend — and celebrate — the LWML 
Oklahoma District’s 56th Convention. 
Plan to join your sisters in Christ April 
17–18 at the Hilton Garden Inn, Ed-
mond. Hostesses for our convention are 
the LWML women of the Enid Zone.

Highlights of the convention planned so 
far include worship with Holy Com-
munion, Jan Struck serving as keynote 
speaker and Deaconess Betty Knapp 
serving as Bible study leader.

Also, mission speakers will be  
Patti Ross, LWML Past President,  
and Deaconess Grace Rao, who serves as 
director of LCMS Deaconess Ministry. 

Gifts from the Heart will be collected 
for two organizations from the Enid 
area: Journey House Pregnancy Re-
source Center and Forgotten Ministries. 
Clerical items and Visa gift cards will 
be collected for seminary students at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 

Wayne, Ind. 

Servant activities and interest sessions 
are thoughtfully being planned.

Look for the registration form and all 
convention information in the Spring 
2020 edition of The Voice of Service. 

Join your LWML sisters in work, laugh-
ter and joyful celebration as we “Fix our 
Eyes on Jesus!”
 — Submitted by Delia Collard, District  
Convention Planning Committee Chairman

Make plans to attend 56th district convention


