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See MISSION, Page 3

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

After the death of my father and the 
eventual selling of our Texaco station, 
my mother’s secret cigarette acquisi-
tion source dried up! I refused to buy 
them for her. She had to go public. And 
she did! Dare I say, it was sort of an 
“epiphany” for her.  

Epiphany 
We entered the season of Epiphany 
on Jan. 6. The length of this season is 
determined by the date for Easter. If 
Easter comes late, then the Epiphany 
season is longer; if Easter comes earlier, 
then the Epiphany season is shorter. 

It begins with the coming of the Wise 
Men, who publicly acknowledged the 
Baby Jesus as the promised “King of 
Israel,” and it ends with the mysterious 
account on the Mount of the Transfig-
uration, when Jesus meets with Moses 
and Elijah a short time before His 
crucifixion and death. 

The word “epiphany” means simply to 
“reveal publicly” that which has been 
a secret. Throughout the Epiphany 
season, the Gospel accounts make such 
revelations. They are filled with events 
and testimonies that Jesus of Nazareth 
is truly the Son of God, the Messiah. 

For 30 years His identity was a “secret” 
to all around Him (except Mary and 
Joseph), but at His Baptism He was 
publicly revealed as the Son of God:

The heavens were opened to 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming 

Epiphany Blessings, Saints of Oklahoma!

Go and tell!
A Secret 
My mother, Pauline, was a secret smoker. She never smoked in 
public, only in our home. To assure that the house would not 
smell of smoke when she hosted the Ladies Aid or had a pop-in 
visitor, she would sit on her step-stool at the kitchen cabinet, 
crack open the window over the sink, blow the smoke out of the 
window and sip her Cain’s coffee.

I guess it worked since no one seemed suspicious. There were 
times, however, when our dear neighbor, Mrs. Bohn, entered 
the front door while still in the process of knocking and calling 
out “Pah-LEEN, Pah-LEEN!” My mother would discreetly drop 
her cigarette into her coffee, then blow smoke in short inter-
vals from the corner of her mouth whenever Mrs. Bohn looked 
away. It looked like a Lucille Ball skit! 
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On Oct. 31, Ablaze Church, Tulsa, a satellite 
of Our Savior, Tulsa, installed its first elders. 
Pictured are, from left, Rev. Dr. Art Spomer 
(campus pastor), Herb Wise, Donny Hall, Jason 
Turner, Chuck Keller, Don Cook, Jeff O’Hara and 
Rev. Timothy Dreier, Our Savior pastor.

Blessings in Tulsa

On Nov. 21, during the annual voters 
meeting of Our Savior, Scott Dittmer (left), 
congregation president, presents Pastor Dreier 
with a certificate of recognition of the 35th 
anniversary of his ordination (July 13, 1986). 
Pastor Dreier has served Our Savior since 1991.

William Orr and his 
mother, Heather, take a 
break from homeschool-
ing to help tie quilts 
with Ladova Roggow 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Breckinridge.  
— Submitted by Harvel 
Johnson

Helping 
hands
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to rest on Him; and behold a voice from heaven said, 
‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
MATT. 3:16-17

Throughout the following three years people marveled 
at His power and testified to His true identity. He gave 
new sight to the blind, renewed limbs to the lame, new 
flesh to the leprous, new freedom to the demon pos-
sessed, new life to the dead, and forgiveness of sins as 
He read and proclaimed the Word of God! Jesus, the 
secret of Nazareth, had become public! 

Even as He was nailed to the cross, Pontius Pilate 
unwittingly testified publicly about Him: “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews!” And when Easter morning 
arrived, that Good News of Christ’s glorious resurrec-
tion was not to be kept a secret, but a public testimony 
to the world: “Go and Tell!”  

Going Public 
Each day I pray for the congregations of the Oklahoma 
District. I ask that God will instill within them a mission 
heart, mission lips, mission hands and mission eyes. 

A mission heart does not keep secret the Good News 
of salvation in Jesus Christ, but overflows with joy and 
embraces a desire to share it with others. After all, the 
Gospel is not a secret for us to protect, but a message for 
us to “epiphanize” … to reveal to those who intersect our 
life, congregationally and personally. 

Mission lips do not hesitate to tell others of Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness. 

Mission hands willingly do whatever work it takes to 
share Jesus with others. 

Mission eyes have Spirit-powered vision, allowing us 
to see the resources that God has already given to our 
congregation in getting His mission work done at this 
time and in this place. 

By Christ’s grace and the regenerating power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are people of the Epiphany! We are called by 
the Gospel and empowered by the Spirit to share Jesus 
… to epiphanize Him to the world for which He came 
to save, starting in our own community. Jesus’ love and 
salvation is not a secret for us to protect! It is meant for 
public consumption! 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” JOHN 3:16 

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in Him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear with-
out someone preaching? ROM. 10:14 

May the Holy Spirit give us mission hearts, mission lips, 
mission hands and mission eyes!

Congrats!
We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District who 
are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Robert and Judith Wessels 
57 years, Feb. 14

Robert and Lanece Young
58 years, Feb. 29

Broken Arrow, Trinity Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Enid, St. Paul 
Gene and Christine Hollrah 
61 years, Feb. 5

Norman, Trinity 
Paul and Donna Bushore 
56 years, Feb. 19

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Nancy Varner 
62 years, Feb. 13

Claremore, Redeemer 
Huey and Bonnie Schulze 
64 years, Sept. 29

Celebrating 90 years 
or more…

Covington, St. John’s 
Dorothy Murphy 
97 years, Feb. 4

Oklahoma City, Immanuel 
Betty Mahan 
92 years, Feb. 14

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Phil Benjamin 
98 years, Feb. 6
Jan Glos 
90 years, Feb. 9

Richard Svoboda 
92 years, Feb. 22

Ponca City, First 
Lenora Veloz 
91 years, Feb. 4
BJ Dixon 
92 years, Feb. 12

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer 
Ramona Smith 
93 years, Feb. 19

Tulsa, Our Savior

Charlie Gilmore 
92 years, Feb. 23

We are always in need of more submissions 
for the Oklahoma District Lutheran Witness 
insert. Please send them to Janice Hedrick at 
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also 
mail your submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 
70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-629-1225). Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the April issue is Feb. 15. 

Share your news with us!
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The program is specifically aimed at 
providing care for those facing begin-
ning-of-life challenges. The amount of 
an individual grant will depend on the 
amount pledged by the congregation. 
More details about the application 
process will be announced soon.

Deaconess Tiffany Manor, director of 
LCMS Life Ministry, said, “The purpose 
of the Million Dollar Life Match is 
to build and expand the network of 
LCMS congregations and individuals 
who are working to support those who 
uphold life in their immediate vicinity 
— for example, a Recognized Service 
Organization (RSO) that cares for 
needy families or a mercy organization 
that supports single parents or unwed 
mothers. 

LCMS pledges $1 million to 
BEGINNING-OF-LIFE CARE

“The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod wants 
to help congregations 
support RSOs and other 
groups that are doing 
the hands-on work of 
defending life at the local 
level. And ultimately, 
we want to point people 
toward what is most 
needful: the life-giving 
nourishment of Word and 
Sacrament ministry.” 

The theme for the Million 
Dollar Life Match is from 
1 John 3: “Christ laid 
down His life for us. We 
love in deed and truth.” 
The theme reflects the 

initiative’s commitment to helping 
LCMS individuals and congregations 
have a greater impact on the cause of 
life as they walk with, strengthen and 
support local families.

Harrison recently interviewed Manor 
for the Synod’s “Life Together” News 
Digest, which is released monthly by the 
LCMS president’s office. In the inter-
view, Manor emphasized LCMS Life 
Ministry’s ongoing commitment to facil-
itating greater collaboration and mutual 
learning between those in the Synod 
who want to support the sanctity of life. 

“We have thousands of people in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod who 
are passionate about and engaged in 
life ministry,” Manor said, highlighting 
the LCMS Office of National Mission’s 
(ONM) new volunteer website at 
lcms-onm.org. Life Ministry is one of 
several ONM ministries that are using 
the new website to help volunteers stay 
informed about opportunities to serve. 
“We’re going to continue to help connect 
people to one another,” Manor said.

Harrison noted that the LCMS — along 
with other churches and organizations 
that advocate for life — is often accused 
of caring for life only in the womb and 
not beyond. “That’s just false, isn’t it?” 
Harrison asked.

“It is,” Manor said. “The church, 
throughout the ages, has cared for 

women, their children 
[and] families. … We are 
continually walking 
with people who are 
facing difficult family 
situations, with women 
who have life occurrences 
while they’re pregnant 
that cause them to be 
frightened. We’re here 
to walk with them as 
they’re pregnant, when 
the babies are born and 
afterwards.”

Watch Harrison’s 
announcement, download 
a bulletin insert and learn 
more about the Million 
Dollar Life Match at  
lcms.org/life-grant.

Standing up for life

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, president of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, recently announced the launch of 
the 1 John 3 Initiative  Million Dollar Life Match, a new grant 
program that will provide up to $1 million in matching funds to 
LCMS congregations involved in upholding the sanctity of life 
in their local communities.
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We are continually 
walking with people 
who are facing 
difficult family 
situations, with 
women who have life 
occurrences while 
they’re pregnant 
that cause them to 
be frightened. We’re 
here to walk with 
them... .”
—  Deaconess  

Tiffany Manor


