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See MESSAGE, Page 3

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

Saints of 
Oklahoma!

The apostle Paul did not have that 
benefit 2,000 years ago when he 
suffered from an unknown “thorn in 
the flesh.” I, too, have dealt with such a 
thorn. Twelve years ago I was diagnosed 
with an autoimmune disorder called 
myasthenia gravis. It merely means a 
“grave muscle disorder.” Certain issues 
occurred that forced the diagnosis, but 
I did not experience major problems 
until last March — the same time when 
COVID-19 began changing our lives. 

In my particular situation the muscles 
in my eyes, face, mouth, throat and 
diaphragm are impacted, caus-
ing double vision as well as 
problems in talking, chewing, 
swallowing and breathing. 
From March through May, the 
symptoms were very intense, 
and I thank you for the many 
prayers that were offered 
up on my behalf. My doctor 

Thorns 

My goodness, flipping the calendar last month did 
not seem to change much … COVID-19 is still here!

It continues to be an ongoing “thorn” in our flesh. 
At least a vaccine seems to be nearing mass dis-
tribution, which should lower the anxiety level 
for many. Let us give thanks to God for mercifully 
caring for us by providing medicines to relieve our 
medical problems. 

prescribed a powerful pill to use when 
symptoms occurred, as well as monthly 
infusion drug therapy intended to help 
in the long term. 

By God’s grace I am able to continue 
preaching, singing and talking and 
talking and talking! The medicines are 
not intended to cure the disease, just 
stabilize it and it seems to be working 
— thanks be to God! Each day I cling 
to God’s Word spoken to St. Paul when 
he prayed for release from his thorn in 
the flesh:

My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My power is made perfect in 
weakness. — 2 Cor. 12:9

Let me personally reaffirm: 
God’s grace is sufficient! 

Medicines 
February moves us from the 
Epiphany season into the Lent-
en season. In Epiphany, Jesus 

is publicly revealed as the Savior of the 
world who came to save His people 
from their sins. During Lent, we see 
the agony involved with that action of 
saving people from their sins. 

Some ancient church fathers referred to 
sin as a spiritual sickness afflicting each 
human being with terminal results. Left 
to ourselves life would lead to a hope-
less end. Even though sin is terminal, 
with the right medication life can be 
lived productively, joyfully and hope-
filled. The saving Gospel of Jesus Christ 
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After waiting more than two years, 
Emmanuel, Kingfisher, commis-
sioned its comfort dog ministry on 
Nov. 8. Emmanuel’s comfort dog 
is Miriam, and she arrived from 
Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) in 
Northbrook, Ill. 

Miriam has over 2,000 hours of 
training. Her purpose is to bring 
mercy and compassion to those who 
are hurting or in need. 

Miriam comes with her own Bible 
verse, Ex. 8:4, and her own Facebook 
page: MiriamComfortDog. Miriam 
is the second LCC comfort dog in the 
Oklahoma District, joining Rufus at 
St. Mark’s, Edmond. Rufus was very 
helpful to the ministry team from 
Emmanuel before Miriam arrived. 
Guests at the commissioning were 
Rev. Barrie Henke, Oklahoma Dis-
trict president; Janice Marut, LCC 
Southwest regional coordinator; 
Rhoda Hampton St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, comfort 
dog ministry team; and Erica Erler 
and Comfort Dog Rufus from St. 
Mark’s, Edmond. 

The team at Emmanuel, Kingfisher, 
is excited for the new ministry to the 
Oklahoma District. Please contact 
Keith Leimbach at topdogelc@ 
yahoo.com for more information 

— Submitted by Keith Leimbach

Emmanuel welcomes Miriam

Miriam is pictured with the 
comfort dog ministry team 
at Emmanuel, Kingfisher, 
following her commissioning 
on Nov. 8.

Pastor Henke attended the 
commissioning and is shown 
with Rufus, left, and Miriam. 

We are always in need of more submissions 
for the Oklahoma District Lutheran Witness 
insert. Why should you send them in? It 
helps remind us of what God is doing around 
the district. It is also a way to share ideas for 
nurturing those God has already gathered 
into His church and for reaching those still 
outside of the flock with the Good News 
about Jesus. It finally reminds each of us that 
Christ’s Church is much larger than just our 
particular congregation.

We understand the church looks different 

these days, but please share with us how 
your church is still engaged in ministry and 
what our life together currently looks like. 

Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at 
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also 
mail your submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 
70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-629-1225).

Please ensure photos sent electronically 
are high resolution.

The deadline for the April issue is 
Feb. 15.

Share your news with us!
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CELEBRATIONS

Enid, St Paul 
Gene and Christine Hollrah 
60 years, Feb. 5

Norman, Trinity 
Paul and Donna Bushore 
55 years, Feb. 19

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Nancy Varner 
61 years, Feb. 13.

Okarche, St. John’s 
Allen and Norene Stroud 
54 years, Feb. 4

We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District  
who are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Robert and Judith Wessels 
56 years, Feb. 14

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Tulsa, Our Savior

Verna and Lorin Saathoff 
55 years, Feb. 19

Robert and Lanece Young 
57 years, Feb. 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Covington, St. John’s 
Dorothy Murphy 
96 years, Feb. 4

Enid, St. Paul’s 
LaVern Gragert 
93 years, Feb. 10

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Richard Svoboda 
91 years, Feb. 22

Ponca City, First 
Lenora Veloz 
90 years, Feb. 4

B J Dixon 
91 years, Feb. 12
Betty Schwanke 
94 years, Feb. 15 

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
Ramona  
Smith 
92 years,  
Feb. 19

Charlie Gilmore 
91 years, Feb. 23

Tulsa, Our Savior

Charlie Gilmore 
91 years, Feb. 23

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

is the medicine required to live abundantly and eternally, 
in spite of the spiritual disease of sin. 

The precious blood of Jesus poured out on our behalf 
to forgive our sins is the only medication that heals and 
lifts up. Even though, like an autoimmune disorder, we 
are stuck with sin on this side of eternity, Christ gives us 
His grace to sustain us. Jesus has assured us that in the 
resurrection sin will be no more! Sin will be dropped away 
from our human nature and our resurrected bodies will 
be raised perfect and holy — immortal bodies having no 
“thorns” afflicting them. 

Medicate 
In the Epiphany season, we recalled 
the Magi searching for the Christ 
Child as led by the miraculous star. 
As people suffering from the sickness 
of sin may the Holy Spirit lead you 
to search the Scriptures to find anew 
the healing medication of God’s 
grace in Christ. As the Lenten season 
begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
let us admit that we are spiritually 
sick: “I, a poor … bankrupt … miser-
able … in need of mercy … sinner!” 

Then, seeking the cure, read about 
God’s miracle medicine: 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through Him.” — John 3:16-17 

Finally, take the medicine to heart: 
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, make Thee a bed soft, un-
defiled within my heart that it may be a quiet chamber 
kept for Thee. — TLH #85

This divine, miraculous, God-designed medicine brings 
spiritual healing, forgiveness of sins, life and salvation! 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

  The 
precious 
blood of 

Jesus poured 
out on our 
behalf to 
forgive 

our sins 
is the only 

medication 
that heals 

and lifts up.”
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It’s been a year that no one could have 
predicted. But as 2020 comes to an 
end, the church continues its work.

What is The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) up to these 
days? Perhaps you had planned on 
reading about that in the November 
issue of The Lutheran Witness (LW), 
but when you opened the magazine 
and checked the Table of Contents, 
you didn’t find the “State of the Synod” 
commentary that has typically appeared 
in prior November issues.

That’s because State of the Synod 
content has taken on a new delivery 
form this year, available to a wider 
online audience in downloadable form 
at the LCMS website. (A briefer State 
of the Synod summary was included in 

the November print issues of Reporter 
and LW.) 

The State of the Synod this year 
includes “look back” reviews and 
“what’s next” summaries shared by key 
leaders in the Synod’s administrative 
team. These articles describe how the 
work of the LCMS continues during 
COVID-19 despite most Synod staff 
operating as a deployed workforce. The 
forward-looking portions of the report 
— presented in brief summary format 
— are meant to:
▶  Connect the Synod’s key priorities 

with operating unit goals and plans, 
and

▶  Demonstrate the Synod’s fervent 
desire to use Christ’s abundant gifts 
effectively to care for God’s people 

and witness to His saving and 
sustaining work.

Finally, readers will also want to 
take note of the LCMS Mission 
Advancement unit’s 2020 “Annual 
Report,” which had been previously 
published within and alongside the LW 
November State of the Synod issue. The 
2020 Annual Report, meant especially 
to inform the Synod’s contributors and 
constituents of financial gifts received 
and their various uses in LCMS 
domestic and international work, also 
has been moved online alongside the 
2020 State of the Synod.

“We pray that these summary 
documents will well serve the people of 
the LCMS as we strive to transparently 
inform all of the marvelous impact 
of their participation in the Synod’s 
mission and ministry, which is Christ’s 
mission and ministry,” said LCMS Chief 
Mission Officer Rev. Kevin D. Robson.

State of the Synod now online
lcms.org/news/publications/state-of-the-synod

Kathy Fletcher has retired after 50 
years of service playing the organ at 
Redeemer, Claremore. She began in March 1970. 
The congregation recognizes and thanks her for 
faithful service through her gifts of music and 
praising the Lord and lifting up His holy name.  
— Submitted by Rev. Ryan Honeycutt

Rev. Barry Schwiesow was installed as pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Buffalo, on Sept. 6. Clergy participating 
in the installation were, from left, (front row) Revs. Barrie Henke, 
Oklahoma District president; Barry Schwiesow;  Tyler Arends, Trinity, 
Guymon; (back row) Gary McClellan, Christ, Shattuck; Thomas 
House, St. Paul, Texhoma; and Gregory Brown, Trinity, Woodward.  
— Submitted by: Sarah Yauk


