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Adoption
At this time of year my mind ponders the mysteries of the 
Christmas story and the miraculous way in which God worked 
to secure our salvation.

There was no “BIG BANG” from God through which He just 
declared salvation a done deal. Instead, in the quietness of a 
Bethlehem night:

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. Gal. 4:4-5

During this season there is much focus on Mary, but I person-
ally identify more with Joseph. You see, we share a common 
experience: we are both adoptive fathers. Not long after Pat 
and I were married, her doctor sat us down for a heart-to-
heart talk. He said that as a severe diabetic from childhood, if a 

pregnancy should occur it would mean 
certain death for both her and the baby. 
That was the disappointing and brutal 
fact during that era of medicine.

So we decided to adopt. Within a 
year and a half came a phone call 
informing us that there was a little boy 
waiting for us in Alexandria, Minn. I 
cannot express the excitement in our 
hearts, but let me add that it seemed 
my wife screamed in gladness for at 
least two days! We decided to name 
him “Christopher,” meaning “Bear-
er of Christ,” but when we arrived in 
Alexandria, we were told his name was 
Jason and he responded to his name.

So we made a simple change: it would 
be Jason Christopher. As we were ready 
to leave the social worker’s office, she 
said that his mother wanted a special 
item to go with him: a blanket made by 
his great aunt with his name and birth 
date embroidered on it. She held up 
the beautiful baby blanket that read: 
JASON CHRISTOPHER. We knew that 
God miraculously intended him for us!  

Adoptive Fathering
After arriving home from Alexandria, 
our dear friends, who themselves had 
adopted three children, gave us a wall 
hanging that read: “Not flesh of our 
flesh or bone of our bone, but still 
miraculously our own.” As an adoptive 
father, each Christmas would cause me 
to focus on Joseph and his God-chosen 
role as the adoptive father of Jesus. 

Joseph truly dealt with the miraculous! 
We know little about him, but what 
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Scripture reveals to us is impressive!  
We know he was a carpenter, a trade 
which he obviously taught to his ad-
opted and biological sons. The ancient 
church historian Eusebius reports that 
Joseph’s carpentry trade involved mak-
ing farming tools and equipment like 
plows and oxen yoke.

But what stands out to me in Scripture 
is that when Joseph was directed by 
God to do something, he did it without 
hesitation or questions.

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins.” 
Matt. 1:20-21 

And he did it! And later:
“Rise, take the child and His mother, 
and flee to Egypt.” Matt. 2:13-14

And he did it! No hesitation on Joseph’s 
part was ever mentioned whenever 
God’s angel instructed him in those 
dreams. Without questioning, he did 
what he was instructed to do! What 

a man of faith was this adoptive 
father chosen by God! Jesus, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary, was not flesh of 
his flesh or bone of his bone, but He 
miraculously was his own by God’s 
entrusting!  

Adopted
We, too, are products of adoption. The 
reason Jesus came into the world was 
that we might receive “adoption” into 
God’s family (Gal. 4:4-5). In adoption, 
the child may not carry the DNA of the 
parents, but miraculously that child has 
the full rights and parental love as any 
biological child in the family. 

Our spiritual adoption through the 

washing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit brings full rights: 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation! 
As God’s adopted children by grace, we 
are all named “Christopher” — a Bearer 
of Christ.

In this special season of Advent prepa-
ration and Christian celebration, may 
each one of us “bear Christ” to our 
family and community. There are many 
hurting, dejected, rejected and neglect-
ed folk around us. Be a Christ Bearer to 
them. Take time to recognize who they 
are and how they can be helped, then 
without hesitation like Joseph, JUST 
DO IT! You will truly have a blessed 
Christmas!

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Broken Arrow, confirmed 13 
youth on Reformation Sunday, 
Oct. 31. Pictured are, from left 
(front row) Gabe Smith, Hadley 
McGrew, Siler Stickney; (middle 
row) Ethan Wilke, Hayden 
Koepsel, Nicholas Ratz, Rachel 
Lange, Matthew Moulton; (back 
row) DCE Todd Stevens, Spencer 
James, Mark James, Courtney 
Engelman, Zackary Obrock, 
Nolan Long and Rev. John Wilke.

Blessings in
Broken Arrow

LC
M

S
/E

ri
k 

M
. L

u
n

sf
or

d



DECEMBER 2021  /  3

DISTRICT NEWS

Congrats!
We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District who 
are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!
Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Jerry and Bernice Ehnert 
53 years, Dec. 14.   

Duane and Linda Hanson 
50 years, Dec. 19

Charles and Ferne Herman 
68 years, Dec. 20

Ron and Betsy Allie 
53 years, Dec. 21.

Enid, St. Paul 
Don and Betty Herth 
64 years, Dec. 21

Fairland, St. Paul’s 
Ed and Imogene Dresher 
69 years, Dec. 20

Guthrie, Zion 
Ralph and Linda Fruendt 
55 years, Dec. 30

Norman, Trinity 
John and Joanie Eisenbraun 
61 years, Dec. 31

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Michael and Linda Kerran 
53 years, Dec. 31

Okarche, St. John’s 
Donovan and Linda Kremeier 
53 years, Dec. 28

Perry, Christ 
Terry and Judy Leonard 
56 years, Dec. 18

Belated
Covington, St. John’s 
Michael and Barbara Letteer 
51 years, Nov. 28

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Frederick and Carolyn Van Wieren 
66 years, Sept. 30

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Share your news with us!

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Janice Wolff 
90 years, Dec. 3

Don Brurud 
97 years, Dec. 15   

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Richard (Rich) Glasser 
90 years, Dec. 10

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Margaret Goll 
92 years, Dec. 15

Trudy Clark 
90 years, Dec. 17

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
Mary Jo Beard 
97 years, Dec. 2

Lena Kosted 
96 years, Dec. 15

Belated
Alva, Zion 
Alice Chaffin 
92 years, Oct. 10

Arlene Brabander 
91 years, Dec. 25

Blackwell, Trinity

Laura Kemnitz 
90 years, Dec. 15

Perry, Christ

We are always in need of more submissions 
for the Oklahoma District Lutheran Witness 
insert. Why should you send them in? It helps 
remind us of what God is doing around the 
district. It is also a way to share ideas for 
nurturing those God has already gathered 
into His church and for reaching those still 
outside of the flock with the Good News 
about Jesus. It finally reminds each of us that 
Christ’s Church is much larger than just our 
particular congregation.

We understand the church looks different these days, but 
please share with us how your church is still engaged in ministry 
and what our life together currently looks like. 

Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at jhedrickokdistrict@
gmail.com. You may also mail your submissions to Janice at P.O. 
Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-629-1225).

Please ensure photos sent electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the February 2022 issue is Dec. 15.
Corky and Esther McIver 
54 years, Dec. 1

Alva, Zion

Harvey and Shirley Schuessler
61 years, Dec. 30

Sid and Beverly McVey 
52 years, Dec. 22

Gerald and Dawn Baehler 
61 years, Dec. 22

Ray and Claudette Brown 
59 years, Dec. 24

Tulsa, Our Savior

Celebrating 90 years or more…

Alva, Zion 

Frieda Graves 
96 years, Dec. 6

Luella (Lou) 
Koppitz 
90 years, Oct. 7

Ponca City, First

Rosemary Rutter 
100 years, Nov. 1
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Good Shepherd, Midwest City, recently hosted a baby shower for the Eden 
Clinic, in which many donations received from the members were presented. 
Members were also informed about the services that Eden Clinic provides for 
pregnant women. — Submitted by Marguerite Christman

Donations help 
women’s clinic

2021 Advent and 
Christmas Media Kit 

NOW AVAILABLE!

Downloadable materials 
to promote your Christmas 
services to your community. 
lcms.org/christmas-media-kit

Behold!

BE
HOLD

Reagan Orr helped lay out a quilt at Immanuel, Breckinridge, during fall 
break. Her parents are Immanuel pastor Rev. Travis and Heather Orr.  
— Submitted by Harvel Johnson


