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See MESSAGE, Page 3

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS  
BLESSINGS 

Saints of 
Oklahoma!

My Christmas 
Tree
“You have your 
Christmas tree 
up already?” I 
was asked. “Oh, 
yes,” I replied, 
“I like to be pre-
pared.” 

Prepared is an 
understatement 
when it comes to 
my Christmas tree. This conversation 
could have taken place in July as well as 
November. You see, I keep my Christ-
mas tree up year-round! Why? Because 
I just don’t take it down! Oh, don’t 
worry, I turn the lights off before Ash 
Wednesday and I only turn them on 
when the grandchildren visit. But when 
Thanksgiving comes, they are glowing 
constantly! 

I leave my tree up because I like looking 
at the mementos dangling from the tree. 
They bring back good memories that 
have impacted my life. The decorations 
include a few heirloom ornaments, 
some homemade ones marking stages 
of Jason’s childhood, many angels from 
Pat’s menagerie of angelic hosts, a few 
crosses, a multitude of religious baubles 
and several small, featherweight brass 
decorations from the LWML. 

Of all the decorations, these mesmerize 
me with their gentle movements caused 
by air currents in the house. In one 
such mesmerizing moment, I watched 
a brass disc shimmer in the sunlight as 
it was moved. I drew in a deep breath, 
then blew in its direction. It moved 
wildly. So I huffed and I puffed and 
blew again. This time it dangled and 
wrangled and tangled for several min-
utes. Can you believe I mustered up so 
much wind? … er … don’t answer that 
question!

As I watched the brass bauble spin 
frantically, I thought how 
easily we can become the 
same way in the midst of our 
self-imposed Christmas rush. 
The busy schedules, stressed 
shopping, unrealistic expecta-
tions all blow against us with 
a gale force. We are prone 
to spin wildly, uncontrolla-
bly. And then, suddenly, the 
Christmas event is over and 
we’ve missed it! Perhaps a hidden bless-
ing in the COVID-19 pandemic may 
be an imposed reduction in our hectic 
schedules, giving us a better opportuni-
ty to focus on family and worship!

Preparation
God did not intend for us to be like 
brass trinkets left to the mercy of the 

wild winds of the world. Instead, by His 
love, He calls us His children as His 

Word declares: 
See what kind of love the 
Father has given to us, that 
we should be called chil-
dren of God; and so we are.  
— 1 John 3:1

As children of God, we have 
been given the Wind of God, 
the Holy Spirit, blowing 
us gently in God’s way. As 
the children of God, we are 

reminded during the Advent season 
to prepare inwardly in order to avoid 
being wrangled and tangled by the 
winds of worldly commercialism and 
pandemic fears. 

What does it mean to spiritually pre-

The gift of the
HOLY SPIRIT



2 / OKLAHOMA

DISTRICT NEWS

Rev. Orval Peters was 
ordained and installed 
at Mount Calvary, 
Watonga, on June 28. 
Pastor Peters will serve St 
John's, Hinton, along with 
Mount Calvary. Clergy 
participating are from left, 
(front row) Revs. Trinidad 
Castaneda, Orval Peters, 
John Rumsey II, John 
Rumsey III; (back row) Ray 
Smith, Don Hefta, Greg 
Brown, Tim McCarty and 
Jeff Klade.

Congratulations!

Rev. Tyler Arends was installed as 
pastor of Trinity, Guymon, on Aug. 
9. Pastor Arends was ordained in 
July at Trinity, Atchison, Kan., where 
his grandfather, Rev. Robert Ziegler, 
serves as senior pastor. Pastor Arends 
replaces Rev. Mark Wescoatt, who re-
tired after serving Trinity for 29 years.
From left, (front row) Revs. Andrew 
Wehling, Robert Ziegler, Tyler Arends, 
Barrie Henke; (back row) Tom House, 
Greg Brown, Randy Foote and Mark 
Westcoatt. Missing from the photo is 
Rev. Gary McClellan.  
— Submitted by Dianna Jenkins

Rev. Aaron Kotila was in-
stalled as pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, El Reno, 
on Aug. 30. Clergy partici-
pating in the service were, 
from left (front row) Revs. 
Joel Heckmann, Aaron  
Kotila, Barrie Henke, Rev. 
John Rumsey III; (back row) 
Jeff Klade, Tim McCarty, 
Orval Peters and Ray Smith.
—  Submitted by  Brenda 

Peoples
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pare inwardly? To slow down and even 
stop in order to take stock of our life and 
surroundings. To prepare inwardly allows 
us an opportunity to consider what is 
most important in and to our life. To pre-
pare inwardly involves sorting through 
the closets of our life in order to discard 
the worthless and esteem the priceless. 

Inward spiritual preparation is guided 
and gifted by the Holy Spirit. He inspires 
and energizes us to work at it. The Ad-
vent season allows us the opportunity for 
inward spiritual preparation. It is intend-
ed to keep us from becoming like one of 
those fragile brass ornaments frantically 
tossed to and fro by the seasonal winds of 
this world’s expectations and busyness.

God’s Wind
The Lord directs our inward spiritual 
preparation. He desires us to be blown by 
God’s Wind — the Holy Spirit — in God’s 
direction! God’s Wind always blows from 
His Word, moving us ever closer to Jesus. 
He reassures us that in this time of social 
distancing, He does not want us to be 
spiritually distant from Him or from one 
another! 

As the Spirit’s gentle breeze moves us 
toward Jesus, He creates in us a worship 
priority, both for Sunday morning and 
for special midweek Advent services. It is 

“Doing Things Differently” seems to be 
the theme of 2020, and the Miami Zone 
did just that on Sept. 19. They held their 
first virtual Fall Fest, with 25 participants 
sitting at their computers with coffee 
cups in hand and slippers on their feet. 

The event was hosted by the LWML of 
Messiah, Vinita. Opening and closing 
devotions were led by Rev. Bruce Cottrell, 
Messiah pastor.

An election of new zone officers was held 
and Deaconess Betty Knapp led us in a 
Bible study by way of a video. We also 
participated in a litany for Gifts from the 
Heart and an installation of officers was 
held.  

Debbie Bohlman is celebrating 
her retirement from teaching 
the 4-year-old preschool class at 
Trinity, Guymon. She has taught 
for 29 years, with 24 of them at 
Trinity. We wish her well in her 
retirement.
— Submitted by Diana Jenkins

Everyone enjoyed getting  together to 
worship and study God’s Word. It was 
an unusual Fall Fest, but it was great to 
virtually “see” and be with our sisters in 
Christ. 

We, however, certainly did miss the hugs. 
We remember — everything is possible 
with God. 

— Submitted by Doris Schmall

Miami Zone holds virtual Fall Fest

through such worship that He prepares 
us for Jesus’ humble coming as the Babe 
of Bethlehem, His gracious coming as our 
Redeemer in Holy Communion and His 
glorious coming as our Savior and King 
on the Last Day! 

God’s Wind — the Holy Spirit — also 
blows us toward private and family de-
votional time around the Advent wreath, 
Christmas tree or kitchen table. In this 
way we celebrate Jesus and understand 
that His coming was for us! God’s Wind 
also blows us to reevaluate and even 
recreate family traditions, especially if the 
present ones create tension rather than 
increase joy. 

God’s Wind blows us gently in the direc-
tion of Jesus so that we can simply enjoy 
our Savior’s birthday and the blessed 
truth that through Him we are the chil-
dren of God, just like He says!   

Vicar Adam Ellison was inducted 
at Faith Lutheran Church, Okla-
homa City, on Sept. 20. Rev. W.R. 
Rains will act as mentor for Vicar 
Ellison as he works through the 
Specific Ministry Pastor pro-
gram. Pictured are Adam and 
Brandi Ellison with Pastor Rains. 
— Submitted by Rita Rains
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CELEBRATIONS

We rejoice with those in the Oklahoma District  
who are celebrating anniversaries of 50 years or more!

Congrats!
Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Jerry and Bernice Ehnert 
52 years, Dec. 14
Charles and Ferne Herman 
67 years, Dec. 20
Ron and Betsy Allie 
52 years, Dec. 21

Enid, St. Paul 
Don and Betty Herth 
63 years, Dec. 21

Fairland, St. Paul’s 
Ed and Imogene Dresher 
68 years, Dec. 20
Charles and JoNell Babst 
60 years, Dec. 30

Fairmont, Zion 
Tom and Cheryl Pritchett 
53 years, Dec. 15

Guthrie, Zion 
Ralph and Linda Fruendt 
54 years, Dec. 30

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Michael and Linda Kerran 
52 years, Dec. 31

Okarche, St. John’s 
Donovan and Linda Kremeier 
52 years, Dec. 28

Owasso, Faith 
Dan and Carol Lewis 
52 years, Dec. 28

Perry, Christ 
Terry and Judy Leonard 
55 years, Dec. 18

Ponca City, First 
Joe and Anne Banks 
68 years, Dec. 10

Stillwater, Zion 
Kenneth and Jan Bartels 
50 years, Dec. 19

Corky and Esther McIver 
53 years, Dec. 1

Alva, Zion

Virgil and Lavon Wiersig 
55 years, Dec. 26

Alva, Zion

Harvey and Shirley Schuessler
60 years, Dec. 30

Sid and Beverly McVey 
51 years, Dec. 22

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Don Brurud 
96 years, Dec. 18

Blackwell, Trinity 
Arlene Brabander 
90 years, Dec. 25

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Lena Kosted 
95 years, Dec. 15

Covington, St. John’s 
Bob Falls 
90 years, Dec. 31

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Harvey Koehn 
96 years, Dec. 14
Margaret Goll 
91 years, Dec.15

Owasso, Faith 
Eugene Reeves 
92 years, Dec. 4

Ponca City, First 
George Nix 
96 years, Dec. 8
Ellis McCulley 
95 years, Dec. 17

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
Mary Jo Beard 
96 years, Dec. 2

Tulsa, Our Savior

Gerald and Dawn Baehler 
60 years, Dec. 22

Ray and Claudette Brown 
59 years, Dec. 24

Alva, Zion  
Frieda 
Graves 
94 years, 
Dec. 6

Share your news with us!

Please send submissions to Janice Hedrick at  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You may also mail your 
submissions to Janice at P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055. 
Questions? Call 918-629-1225.

The deadline for the February 2021 issue is Dec. 15.

Blackwell, 
Trinity  
Marilyn 
Vandermeer 
95 years, 
Dec. 17


