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Perfect gifts
Finding someone 
the perfect Christ-
mas gift usually 
presents a chal-
lenge. It seemed 
relatively easy 
for my parents in 
gifting my grand-
parents: A box of 
those sickeningly 
sweet choco-
late-covered cherries 
for Granny Mae, a box of Days Work 
Plug tobacco for Grandpa, and a carton 
of unfiltered Camel cigarettes for them 
both to share. 

My search for the perfect gift for my 
parents usually led me to the McClellan 
store on the north side of the square 
in Perry. For about $7, I could buy a 
perfect gift of lilac perfume in a plastic 

holder for my mother and a flashlight 
or keychain for my dad. 

The great challenge for selecting perfect 
gifts came after I was married and then 
after I became a father. What is a “per-
fect” gift in the eyes of a wife? What is 
the “perfect” gift in the mind 
of a child? The challenge was 
on! Jewelry was always good 
for Pat. But to my great sur-
prise, no matter how perfect 
I thought the gift might be 
for my young son, Jason, he 
spent more time playing with 
the box in which it came! The 
wrapping and the container 
was more important to him than the 
gift itself. 

The Perfect Gift 
God did not go on a quest to discover 
the “perfect” gift for us. He knew what 

that Perfect ift was going to be shortly 
after the beginning of the world. In 
the midst of His perfect creation came 
sin-saturated Satan in the guise of a 
serpent. Adam and Eve gave into his 
temptation to sin. 

But instead of annihilating them, God’s 
overwhelming mercy desired to save 
them. So He made a promise as He 
cursed the satanic serpent: 

“I  will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your off-
spring and her Offspring; He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel.” — Gen. 3:15 

He promised them the Perfect Gift to 
restore all things to the perfection He 
had first designed. That Perfect Gift 
is indeed our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
when the time was just right:

“ God sent forth His Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to re-
deem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as 
sons.” — Gal. 4:4-5

The coming of God’s Perfect 
Gift is what our Advent and 
Christmas observances are 
all about. The word “advent” 
means “to come” and the 
focus of the season is all upon 
the coming of Jesus. We cel-
ebrate His “humble coming” 
for us at the manger bed in 
Bethlehem, His “gracious 

coming” to us through His Word and 
Sacraments, and we anticipate His “glo-
rious coming” on the Last Day — the 
day of resurrection — when we shall be 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS 
 BLESSINGS 

Saints of  
Oklahoma!

The 
Perfect Gift



2 / OKLAHOMA

DISTRICT NEWS

in His presence everlastingly! 

This Perfect Gift of God became the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins and the 
sins of all people as He poured out His 
life-blood on the cross. His resurrec-
tion from the dead demonstrates how 
perfect this gift of God really is.  

No distractions
As we wend our way to Christmas, it is 
important that we keep our focus on 
this Perfect Gift. It is relatively easy for 
us to become distracted by the trap-
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The Lamplighters of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, Hooker, hosted the 
LWML Panhandle Zone Fall Fest 

on Oct. 5.

The guest speaker was Rev. Mark 
Wescoatt of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Guymon, who talked about the Luther-
haven Retreat Center near Knowles. 
Wescoatt serves on the center’s Board of 
Directors.

The facility became the property of the 
Oklahoma District in 2005 and is used 
for various church activities and events, 
including Camp Lutherhaven for youth 
each summer.

Wescoatt outlined various challenges 
at the site, but also highlighted the vast 
opportunities the center offers.

Construction to replace a main build-
ing lost in a March 2017 grass fire is 
continuing, but the facility is open and 
was actually being used by the Guymon 
swim team on Oct. 5. 

For more information about reserving 
the facility or volunteering, Wescoatt 
welcomes interested individuals or 
groups to contact him at wescoattmd@
gmail.com.

The ingathering collected items and 
$150 for the retreat center.

Rita Knop and Mary Olsen, members 

From left, Kasey Meyer and Rita Knopp work on a 
craft during the Panhandle Zone Fall Fest.

of Trinity, Guymon led the Bible 
study, “Proclaim His Name!” 
which was also the theme for the 
day, based on Deut. 32:3:  “For 
I will proclaim the name of the 
Lord; ascribe greatness to our 
God!

Bible study groups focused 
on what it means to proclaim 
in today’s world by looking at 
biblical examples, and also by 
remembering how the Word has 
been proclaimed to them in their 
own lives.

Rev. Thomas House, pastor of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Tex-
homa, led the opening devotion, 
while Rev. Greg Brown, pastor of 
Trinity, Woodward, and Oklaho-
ma District third vice-president,  
led the closing devotion.

Kasey Meyer shared district news with 
the group and a volunteer was found 
to create a banner to be carried by the 
zone president, June Wadley, at the 
2020 LWML Oklahoma District Con-
vention.

A light lunch was served at noon and 
participants were engaged in an easy 
and fun fall craft. They each selected 
fabric to cover a roll of toilet paper and 
create a fall pumpkin decoration. 

Ladies ‘proclaim His name’ at Fall fest

pings of Christmas, which are intended 
to direct us to the Perfect Gift. In fact, 
that is what the devil desires us to do. 
Our sinful nature makes us prone to 
be like a child ignoring the gift and, 
instead, playing with the box in which 
it came. In doing so, we may miss 
Christmas entirely, and feel empti-
ness in our celebration. 
Avoid distractions! Stay 
focused on God’s Word 
through which the Holy 
Spirit works, the very 
Word that reveals to us 
our Savior. Programs, 
parties and pres-
ents are fun, 

but do not let them distract you from 
“fixing your eyes on Jesus.” With eyes so 
fixed, God’s Perfect Gift — Jesus — will 
have a powerful impact on your life. 
And when individual lives are impacted 
by Jesus, so is the witness of your con-

gregation within your community. 
May the Holy Spirit give us all shep-

herd hearts, eyes and mouths: 
“ And when they saw it, they 

made known the saying 
that had been told 
them concerning this 

Child” (this Perfect Gift!). 
— Luke 2:17

Debbie Bohlmann of St. John’s, Hooker, 
led the group in singing some favorite 
songs from church camp after the noon 
meal. Bohlmann and Donna Holzrich-
ter, also of St. John’s, presented a brief 
skit and led the singing of “I Love to 
Tell the Story.”

Those attending included pastors and 
members from the LWML societies 
and congregations of Hooker, Buffalo, 
Boise City, Woodward, Texhoma and 
Guymon.

— Submitted by Kasey Meyer 
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Congrats!

Share your news

Alva, Zion 
Corky and Esther McIver 
52 years, Dec. 1
Virgil and Lavon Wiersig 
54 years, Dec. 26
Harvey and Shirley Schuessler 
59 years, Dec. 30

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Jerry and Bernice Ehnert 
51 years, Dec. 14
Charles and Ferne Herman 
66 years, Dec. 20
Ron and Betsy Allie 
51 years, Dec. 21

Enid, St. Paul 
Don and Betty Herth 
62 years, Dec. 21

Fairland, St. Paul’s 
Ed and Imogene Dresher 
67 years, Dec. 20
Charles and JoNell Babst 
59 years, Dec. 30

Fairmont, Zion 
Tom and Cheryl Pritchett 
52 years, Dec. 15

Guthrie, Zion 
Ralph and Linda Fruendt 
53 years, Dec. 30

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Kay Osborn 
56 years, Dec. 30
Michael and Linda Kerran 
51 years, Dec. 31

Perry, Christ 
Terry and Judy Leonard 
54 years, Dec. 18

Ponca City, First 
Joe and Anne Banks 
67 years, Dec. 10

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Sid and Beverly McVey 
50 years, Dec. 22

We rejoice with those in 
the Oklahoma District who 
are celebrating wedding 
anniversaries of 50 years or 
more in December.

We are always in need of more submissions 
for the Oklahoma District insert of The Lu-
theran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in your 
congregation, including announcements, 
special events or human interest stories that 
you or your organization would like pub-
lished. 

We welcome pictures and stories of con-
gregational events, youth events, outreach 

Gerald and Dawn Baehler 
59 years, Dec. 22

Tulsa, Our Savior

Belated Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Ken Heim, 90 years, Oct. 24

events, installations, events from your 
men’s or women’s group, servant events, 
conferences, anniversaries, church renova-
tions or additions, and more.

Please send submissions to  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. You 
may also mail your submissions to Janice 
Hedrick, P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 
(918-396-9629). Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the February issue is 
Dec. 15.

Blackwell, St. John’s

Delmar and Joyce Tiemann 
63 years, Dec. 12

Ray and Claudette Brown 
58 years, Dec. 24

We congratulate 
those who are 
celebrating  
90 years or 
more.
Alva, Zion 
Frieda Graves 
93 years, Dec. 6

Broken Arrow, 
Trinity 
Lena Kosted 
94 years, Dec. 15

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Harvey Koehn 
95 years, Dec. 14

Owasso, Faith 
Eugene Reeves 
91 years, Dec. 4

Ponca City, First 
George Nix 
96 years, Dec. 8

Ellis McCulley 
94 years, Dec. 17

Irene Humphries 
94 years, Dec. 30

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
Patsy Warfield 
92 years, Dec. 26

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Moisella Harris 
90 years, Dec. 21

Ponca 
City, First 
Lorene 
Stalcup 
91 years, 
Dec. 24

Blackwell, 
Trinity 
Marilyn 
Vandermeer 
94 years, 
Dec. 17

Olinda Berry 
turned 100 on 
July 24. She has 
been a member of 
Zion, Oklahoma 
City, for 81 years. 
Zion honored Olin-
da with a special 
celebration after the 
service on July 21, 
including a catered 
barbecue meal. 

After the meal, Zion honored Olinda with 
a tribute, attended by many of her relatives 
and friends. Olinda has worn many, many 
hats to serve Zion, and she has served Zion 
well. 

All of us at Zion love and appreciate her 
very much. As far as we know, she is the 
only Zion to reach 100. 

— Submitted by Judy Brown
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Immanuel 
Lutheran 
Church, Broken 
Arrow, held 
Confirmation on 
Oct. 27. Confirmed 
in the faith were, from 
left (front row) Carson 
Simmons, Abe Lange, 
Kinsle Hills; (back 
row) Olivia Tucker, Kai 
O’Brock, Hudson Long, 
Nikolaus Penka and 
Davinia Devaraj.

Celebrating 25 years
Rev. Garry McClellan, pastor of Christ Lutheran 
Church, Shattuck, was recently honored for 25 years 
of ministry to our Lord. Pastor McClellan is pictured 
with Johnny Brace, congregational president.

Welcome to the family
Shepherd of the Hills, Skiatook, recently welcomed new 
members Sean and Kimber Wallace, who are with their 
daughters, Macie and Claire. They are pictured with Rev. Jay 
Hobson, Shepherd of the Hills pastor.

New record
Redeemer, Claremore, served more than 500 guests at its German 
Dinner in the new Family Life Center in October, the most in 32 
years of the event. The LWML thanks all participants from the 
congregation, Claremore and surrounding communities.

SHOW UP. CONFESS CHRIST. 

BE LUTHERAN.
JOIN US IN D.C. TO MARCH FOR LIFEMARCH 

FOR LIFE
Jan. 24

lcms.org/march-for-life


