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IN - BETWEEN TIMES, part 1  

The first stay-at-home orders due to the coronavirus were issued for six counties in the San Francisco Bay 

area on March 16, and statewide on March 19 by California, followed on the 21st by Illinois and New Jer-

sey, New York on the 22nd.  Soon almost 90 percent of our country was under some form of stay-at-

home order and we went into a “new normal” which can and has been described in many ways.  But for 

the sake of this blog I want to call it 50 IN-BETWEEN DAYS, 50 days in-between pre-covid 19 and starting 

to reopen our country.  50 days of in-between when everything pretty much changed and will affect us 

for months, if not years to come. 

We all know these “in-between” times, the times in our lives between Point A and Point B, the times 

between high school and college or first “real’ job; between one relationship and another; between 

the completion of project and the beginning of another; between the ending of one job and the start 

of another; between a success (or failure) and a new start, the time of social distancing and shut-

down between pre-coronavirus and the re-opening of our country.  We have all experienced them, we 

are going through them now.   

So did the first followers of Jesus.  50 days!  50 days!  The in-between number of days between Pass-

over and the celebration of the Feast of Pentecost.  50 days!  50 days of in-between the death and 

resurrection of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on a small group of His first followers to 

birth His church.  50 IN-BETWEEN DAYS of moving from fear, doubt and uncertainty to certainty, pur-

pose, power and new lives.  50 IN-BETWEEN DAYS in which Jesus was alive and active in their lives, 

days that changed their lives forever.  And in the same way Jesus is alive and active in our/your In-

between days and wants to impact and change our/your live so we would experience His life; we are 

not in a holding pattern!   In this blog (and the next ones) I want to talk about some of those things 

Jesus does in these in-between times to bring us His life. [Based on Matthew 28, Luke 24, John 20 & 

21, Acts 1.] 

REALITY CHECK:   

We often need a new look at where we have come, where we are and where we are going.  Often we 

just need to look at the circumstances with “fresh eyes”, or even look into ourselves and see what’s 

happening there, especially if we are going to face new circumstances and new days.  Jesus gives 

two of His first followers this Reality Check when He walks beside them on the road to Emmaus resur-

rection morning and asks a simple yet profound question:  “What are you discussing so intently as 

you walk along?” and what comes out is their reality:  “They stopped short, sadness written across 

their faces” (Luke 24:17) and “We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Isra-

el” (verse 21).  I put “had hoped” in italics because it shows where these guys really were in their 

lives.  No false spirituality, no fake smiles … just busted hope in their lives. Reality Check.  A Reality 

Check is an occasion/situation/question or series of questions/analysis that causes you to consider the 

facts about a situation and your own condition (and heart) and not your opinions, ideas, or beliefs; it 

let’s you and I know where it’s really at in life and in our heart.  And what better time to give them 

that Reality Check than right then … so when the in-between time is over they would face it real, 

genuinely, authentically … And let Jesus in to their lives to shape their hearts and lives into His im-

age?!?!?!?!? 

And what better time for us as well? Getting real, there ain’t one of us that sees things 20/20 and 

that is especially true way too often about our own condition. (That’s why I often say my wife “sees” 

me clearer than I see myself.) That’s why God has to give us one of those Reality Checks every so 

often, so we know where we are so that He can speak into our heart, mind, and will and bring His 

heart, His mind, His ways, His will into ours (sorry, long sentence).  And the in-between time is a real-

ly good time to do this … before we move into that Open phase.  He wants to get us ready Now for 

that phase.  He will bring out our concerns, doubts, fears, frustrations, hopes, joys, inadequacies, ad-

equacies, level of trust, faith, love, dependence on Him and more so that He can shape us Now to get 

us ready for Then … and prepare us to walk into the future His way.   

So let’s not be like most kids in school who can’t stand taking a “test”; this one is truly is for our good 

because it opens us to what He wants to bring into your life and mine! 

~ Yours, expecting a “reality check” from Jesus ~ Pastor Jay 
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