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Our Saviour 
Feb 2, 2020 
Epiphany 4 

“Don’t wait till your donkey starts talkin!” 

The title of  this sermon is  

“Don’t wait till your donkey starts talkin!” 

That will make sense in a minute. 

We have had our share of  hearings this week- and we have another one in 
our first reading from Micah. The setting is court room like and God has a 
controversy with the people.  

“Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of  the LORD, and you 
enduring foundations of  the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with 
Israel. 

"O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me!” 

The phrase ‘Answer me’ is not unlike something any parent has said to 
child -God is experiencing divine frustration.  

God then recounts parts of  their story that they seem to have forgotten in 
order to remind then who they are - and whose they are: 

“I brought you up from the land of  Egypt,  

redeemed you from the house of  slavery;  
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sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember  what King Balak of  Moab devised, what Balaam 
son of  Beor answered him.” 

We know the story of  Moses leading people out of  slavery, but we don’t 
often hear about the story of  Balaam which is another time that God was 
trying to get the peoples attention.  

Balaam lived near the path that Israel was slowly taking toward the 
Promised Land. He was not an Israelite, but he was a prophet for the Lord, 
he recognized Yahweh, the God of  the Israelites.  

The king of  Moab, Balak,  recognized God’s power in Balaam saying, “I 
know that whomever you bless is blessed, and whomever you curse is 
cursed.” When Balaam spoke a blessing it happened, and when he spoke a 
curse, it happened.  Balaam was known for that gift  but Balaam was for 
sale. King Balak knew that Balaam that and offered Balaam money to curse 
the Israelites.  

God also told Balaam that God chose Israel as a blessed nation and 
commanded Balaam to stay away from Moab and not to curse Israel.  

King Balak kept after Balaam and  Balaam agreed to go to Moab, but said 
them that he will do only what the Lord commands .  

God seems to agree with this plan, but as Balaam rides his donkey toward 
Moab, an angel of  the Lord blocks his way three times. The angel is 
invisible to Balaam, but the donkey sees the angel and turns aside each 
time. Balaam becomes infuriated at the donkey and begins to beat the 
animal with his staff.  

Then… guess what happened - anyone know? 



�  of �3 8

 the Lord opened the mouth of  the donkey, and it said to Balaam,  

‘What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?’  

So of  course, Balaam has a conversation with  his donkey and realized that 
the animal perceived the Lord’s guidance more clearly than Balaam has.  

Balaam’s eyes are opened;  he sees the angel and received  God’s 
instructions about dealing with King Balak.  

 each time King Balak told Balaam to curse Israel, but Balaam said 
that the Lord declares Israel blessed  

He succeeds in dissuading the king from attacking Israel and blessed them 
on the eve before they entered the promised land. 

It’s the same story over and over: people ignore God’s voice and close our 
eyes to God’s presence.  And God keeps coming back to pull us back in. 
God keeps after us and God will do whatever it takes - even if  it means 
your donkey has to wake you up a bit! We shouldn’t wait until our donkey 
starts talkin’ but we can be stubborn and hard of  hearing God’s voice. 

Answer me, God said - and Micah answered for the people in a reflective, 
humble and penitential state representing the people: 

With what shall I come before the LORD,  

and bow myself  before God on high?  

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  

with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of  rams,  

with ten thousands of  rivers of  oil?  

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
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 the fruit of  my body for the sin of  my soul?” 

No none of  that - what the Lord required of  the people who followed 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam - Balaam son of  Beor - and Jesus son of  Joseph 
and Mary, and you and me:  

What does the LORD requires is this:  

Do justice. 

Love mercy. 

Walk humbly. 

In the gospel reading Jesus addressed the multitude of  people who were 
following him. In the gospel of  Matthew he went up up the mountain; and 

began to teach them:  

Blessed, he begins,  are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven. 

Remember he is speaking to a large crowd of  people who came from 

Galilee - very Jewish area. 

the Decapolis - very Greek area 

There would have been people in that crowd who had been taught from 
birth that they were to have absolutely no contact with “those” people who 
were in the crowd with them, but so close they were even rubbing elbows.  

There is a mass of  spectrum of  humanity. 

It is in the midst of  this crowd that Jesus begins 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. 
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of  God belongs to 
them. 

Being poor in spirit  is not meant to be a good term, not a condition that 
we trying to attain.. It refers to the morally bankrupt. 

There is nothing noble or praiseworthy about being poor in spirit. People 
are not to celebrate about that condition. 

Jesus is making an announcement, not giving instruction on how to get 
God’s blessing. 

The  announcement is, as he looks over the massive crowd of  people who 
wouldn’t associate with each other and even look down on the other,  

is that God is on the side of  everybody who thinks there is no reason why 
God should be on their side. 

when you are bedraggled, confused, morally bankrupt 

that’s when God reminds you 

I am on your side. 

If  we take seriously the gospel of  Jesus  then you have to embrace the 
simple truth that 

that God sent his son into this world 

and this Son did not come to judge or condemn 

he came to save.  

He begins his sermon of  the mount telling all those people who though 
they didn’t belong to God, 
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that God’s blessing is with them and pouring out on them. 

Jesus says to the people who have little in common and shouldn’t even be 
touching each other  

Blessed are the poor in spirit because God is on your side. 

The gospel is not a list of  what I have to do or requirements about what 
God demands so that we are then forgiven. 

The only requirements are the same ones that Micah told the people 

Do justice. 

Love mercy. 

Walk humbly. 

The thing is God know we won’t do that - and God will keep calling us 
back again and again to remind us in whatever means available -usually 
from am unlikely source 

I read a twitter post from the  

Nanaimo police dept outside of  Vancouver (during extremely cold 
conditions) posted:  

“Please avoid committing crime while we are dealing with the snow today. 
It's really really cold outside and we'd really prefer it if  you'd do something 
nice for a change, like … build a snowman or something?” 

Abbotsford Police Department, near Vancouver, read it and tweeted  

"Yes… What Nanaimo police said." 

And then Mounties in Squamish chimed in on Twitter, writing,  

"Us as well!!!” 
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God will use talking donkeys, tweets and any other means to say to you: 

You are beloved and you are blessed-  

When you mourn and are raw with grief  

 when you feel powerless  

  and when you look around and hunger for righteousness - hang 
in there 

I saw the movie Just Mercy this week and left with many quotes that Bryan 
Stevenson, the author of  the book said:  

Each of  us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done. My work with 
the poor and the incarcerated has persuaded me that the opposite of  
poverty is not wealth; the opposite of  poverty is justice.  

I’ve come to believe that the true measure of  our commitment to the rule 
of  law, fairness, and equality cannot be measured by how we treat the rich, 
the powerful, the privileged, and the respected among us.  

The true measure of  our character is how we treat the poor, the disfavored, 
the accused, the incarcerated, and the condemned…. We all need mercy, we 
all need justice, and—perhaps—we all need some measure of  unmerited 
grace.” 

Remember to bless those around you  

Even those others that you don’t want to get to close to  

Blessed are the homeless,  

Blessed are addicts, 

Blessed are the unemployed,  

Blessed are refugees, 
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We all here today are the recipients of  that gift of  unmerited grace -  

We don’t have to earn it. 

We  simply stand in awe of  it.


